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For the Theological Repertory. 

A NARRATIVE 
Of a Great Council of Jews assembled , 
in the Plain of Jgeda in Hungary, to’ 
examine the Seriptures concerning | 

Christ, heid on the 12th of October, 

165V.— By Samuel Brett, there present. 

First printed, in 1655. 

[This narrative is printed in a small. 
book, containing the dissertation of the 
Bishop of Clogher, printed in London, 
1749—now in the possession of James 





Hamilton Esq., of Carlisle;—the only 
copy in the United States, most proba-! 
bly. This singular assemblage of the’ 
Jews is very remarkable, and is not 
mentioned, as far as 1 know, in any 
Church History, The following is a 
true copy. 
RICHARD HENY LEE.—1826.] 


It hath been much desired by many 
honest Christians, that this Narrative 
of the Jews’ Council should be pub- 
lished, which I did intend to commu- 
nicate only to private friends. The | 





chief argument, by which they have 
persuaded me to do it, is because they 
do conceive it to be a preparative and 
hopeful sign of the Jews’ conversion; 
and that it will be glad tidings to the 
Church of Christ—and therefore I 
have yielded, to satisfy their desire. 


Thus it iss— 
At the place above named, 
there assembled about three hun- 
dred Rabbies, called together from 








several parts of the world, to exam- 
Vol. | wre | l——53 
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ine the Scriptures concerning Christ, 
and it was thought most convenient 
for this Council, in regard that that 
place was not much inhabited, be- 
cause of the continual wars between 
the Turks and the King of Hunga- 
ry, where, I was told, they had 
fought two bloody battles; yet the 
two Princes, notwithstanding their 
own differences, gave leave to the 
Jews to assemble there. For their 
accommodation they did make them 
divers tents for their repose, and 


{had plenty of provision brought 
| from other parts of the country dur- 
| ing the time of their sitting there.— 


There was also one large tent built 
for the Council to sit in, made al- 
most four square;—It had but one 
door, and that opened to the East; 
and in the middle thereof, there 
stood a table, and a stool for the 
Propounder to sit on, with his face 
to the door of the tent. The said 
Propounder was of the tribe of Levi, 
and was named Zacharias; and with- 
in the tent there were seats for the 
consulters to sit on. It was enclos- 
ed with a rail, that stood at some 
distance from it, to prevent the en- 
trance of strangers, and of all such 
Jews as could not prove themselves 
to be Jews by record, or could not 
dispute in the Hebrew tongue, 


i 


BG pA SFR RETA tS 


a ee PES fee, Se 


= 


past ber 
Fo BL Sra ae, Med Oe 


as 
—_ 


~ <= 
Sy eee 


tex oO 
eae eg 


Se 








458 JEWISH COUNCIL OF AGEDA. 


which many had forgotten, who 
lived in such countries where they 
are not allowed their synagogues, 
as France, Spain, and those parts 
of Italy belonging to the King of 
Spain, viz: the Kingdom of Naples, 
with the provinces of Calabria and 
Apuleia—where, if a Jew be found 
who denies the Popish Religion, 
he is in danger of being condemned 
and executed; and yet profit and 
benefit allure them to continue in 
spite of their fears and dangers; and 
so they neglect to teach their chil- 
dren their native language, and 
some have burnt the records of 
their tribe and family, that they may 
not be discovered by search or other- 
wise. For this defect, as they could 
not prove their tribe and family, 
they were excluded from the Coun- 
cil. To witness the result of their 
proceedings, three thousand per- 
sons from various parts ‘of Germa- 
ny, Dalmatia, and Hungary, and 
Greece, and from Italy, attended.— 
I was the only Englishman. 

I was informed that the King of 
Hungary, not favouring the reform- 
ed religion, did give no encourage. 
ment to any Protestant Churches to 
send Divines thither, but allowed 
that assistants should be sent from 
Rome. Their coming did prove a 
great unhappiness to this hopeful 
Council. 

When the assembly did first meet, 
thev did spend some time in their 
mutual salutations, and as their man- 
ner is, they k:ssed one another’s 
cheeks, expressing much joy for 
their happy meeting. All things be- 
ing provided for their accommoda- 
tion, they considered of the Jews who 
should be admitted members of this 
Council, and they were allowed, 
who could, by record, prove them- 
selves native Jews. Five hundred 
could not do this, and were refused. 
About three. hundred were admit 
ted. This was what was done the 
first day. On the second day, the 
assembly being full, the Propoun- 
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der stood up and made his speech 
concerning the end of their meeting, 
and “this,” said he, “is to examine 
the Scriptures concerning Christ, 
whether he be already come, or whe- 
ther we are yet to expect his com- 
ing.’ In examining this question, 
they searched the Old Testament 
with great care and labour, having 
many Bibles with them. About 
this point, there was great disputing 
among them. ‘lhe major part were 
of opinion, that he was not come; 
but some inclined to think he was 
come, being moved to this opinion 
by the heavy judgments that have 
continued these sixteen hundred 
years upon them. I remember 
that one of the Council in confer- 
ence with me, was very much im- 
pressed with the great and long 
desolation of their nation, and at- 
tributed it to their impenitency; and 
comparing their present with their 
past judgments, did ingenuously 
confess that it must be owing to 








some. great wickedness—and that 
| their nation was guilty of the blood 
‘of the Prophets sent from Ged to 
|them. ‘For,’ said he, “we are no 
idolators, neither do I think we are 
guilty of idolatry since our captivity 
in Babylon, and therefore I do im- 
pute our calamity and present judg- 
ment to the aforesaid causes.”— 
And this was the sum of what was 
disputed the second day of the meet- 
ing. 
When they were assembled the 
third day, the point disputed, was 
the manner of Christ’s coming.— 
This, said some, shall be like a 
mighty Prince, in the full power and 
authority of a King; yea, in greater 
power than any King ever had, and 
that he would deliver their nation 
out of the power of their enemies, 
and their temple shall be rebuilt 
again, and all nations shall be of their 
religion, and worship God after their 
manner, for they hold that the Mes- 
siah will not alter their religion, 
whensoever he cometh. Concern- 
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ing his parentage they did agree in 
this, that he should be born of a 
Virgin, according to the predictions 
of the Prophets; and that he may be 
born of a Virgin of mean note 
among their nation, as was the Vir- 
gin Mary. On this pfroint, some 
seemed to me, to incline to think he 
was come. ‘Therefore, when they 
were come together the next day, 
the Propounder demanded of them, 
“If Christ be already come, who 
they thought he was!” To which 
they answered, they thought Elijah 
was he, if he were come; because 
he came with great power, which he 
declared by slaying the Priests of 
Baal; and for fulfilling the Scrip- 
tures, he was oppressed by Ahab 
and Jesabel: yet they esteemed bim 
to be more than mortal man, be- 
cause he ascended so strangely to 
Heaven. ‘This opinion was oppo- 
sed by some, and the next day, they 
took into examination the same 
question, to answer them who said 
Elijah was not the Messiah. 

They of the contrary opinion, did 
urge the great care and love of 
Elijah for the good of their nation, in 
that he left them Elisha his disciple 
to teach them, which they expected 
to be the care of their Messiah.— 
These were the chief arguments 
they had to defend their opinion. — 
The same day, it came into question 
amongst them, “who was he, who 
said he was the Son of God, and 
was crucified by their ancestors?— 
And because this was the great 
question amongst them, they de- 
ferred the further consideration 
thereof until the next day. 

When they came together again, 
the Pharisees (for some of this sect 
were among them, they were al- 
ways the enemies of Christ) began 
to answer this question. They 
would by no means yield that he 
was the Christ, and these reasons 
they gave for their opinion. First, 
because (said they) he came into the 
world like an ordinary and inferior 








man, not with his sceptre and royal 
power; wherewith, they afirmed the 
coming of Christ would be glorious. 
Secondly, they pleaded against him, 
the meanness of his birth, in that his 
father was a carpenter; and this they 
said, was a dishonour that Christ 
should not be capable of. Thirdly, 
they accused him of being an ene- 
my to Moses’ Law, in suffering his 
disciples. and in doing himself, works 
prohibited on the Sabbath day; for 
they believe, that the Messiah will 
punctually and exactly keep the 
Law of Moses; and where the Gos- 
pel doth testify that Christ did tulfil 
the Law, they reject that testimony, 
because they do not own the Gos- 
pel. But I observed that these rea- 
sons of the Pharisees did vot satisfy 
many who -heard them, but ‘¢here 
still remained some doubt amongst 
them, concerning Christ, for there 
stood up one Rabbi called Abra- 
ham,* and objected against the Phari- 
sees the miracles of Christ, which he 
wrought while on earth, as bis raising 
the dead to life again, his m:king the 
lame to walk, the dumb to speak, 
aud the blind to see. And the same 
Abraham demanded of the Pihari- 
sees by what power he did these 
miracles? The answer these re- 
turned, was to this effect: ‘that he 
was an impostor and a magician, and 
blasphemously traduced him of do- 
ing all his miracles by magic. Thus 
they said, he first caused them to 
be dumb, blind, and deaf; and then 
by taking away his magical charm, 
they were restored to their original 
condition.t Nevertheless, this an- 


*It isa singular coincidence, that the 
name of the Rabbi, who most strenuous- 
ly urged the cause of the Messiah, should 
be that of the “Father of the faithful.” 
We trust he is enjoying the blessings of 
“faithful Abraham.” 


+ This explanation and account of the 
miracles of our blessed Lord, given by 
the Pharisees, are about as rational as 
the arguments of infidels, (especially 


| Hume, the boast of modern infidels,) on 
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swer gave little satisfaction to Abra- 
ham; he replied, that he could not 
charm those that were dorm blind, 
&c.; and born also before Christ 
himself was born, as it appeared 
some were. This appeared to him, 
an absurd paradox; and truly the 
pressing of this argument almost 
put them to a nonplus, till at last, 
they had this evasion, (so weak and 


vile) they were (said they) made, | 


by other magicians, to be so before 
they were born, and though he 
was not born when they were born 
with these evils, yet he being a great 
dissembler and more cunning than 
any magician before him, power 
was given him by the Devil, to 
remove the charms others had 
wrought. And there was one Pha- 
risee named Zebedee, who did 
most opprobriously revile him, and 
vehemently urge these things a- 
gainst him; but I conceive he did 
it not to the liking of many who 
heard him, even members of the 
Council. And as the Pharisees did 
that day play their part against him, 
so did the Sadducees (of whom 
there were some in the Council) 
strive to render him vile and odious 
tothe Jews there. I observed, it 
was with them as with Herod and 
Pilate. thouzh the two could not 
agree together at ether times, yet 
both agreed to crucify Christ. For 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, tho’ 
they be much divided in opinions 
about many things. yet they, at this 
time, did too much agree to dis- 
honour Christ by their reproaches, 
lies, and blasphemies. The Sad- 


the subject of the miracles, pretended 
to be wrought at the tomb of Popish 
Saints, which they compare to those 
performed by Christ. The arguments 
of the ancient Pharisee, and of the mod- 
ern sceptic are equally sound; the in- 
Benuity which originated them, is equal- 
y great in their own estimation, and 
equally contemptible to a candid rea- 
soner. See Wr. Campbell’s unanswera- 
ble refutation of Hume’s essay on mira- 
cles. R, H. L. 








! 
| 


| 
| 











JUNE. 


ducees did accuse him of heing a 
broacher of corrupt doctrines in 
that, in his Gospel, he teacheth the 
resurrection of the dead, which they 
deny to be true doctrine. But it is 
no new thing to see factions dissent- 
ing, to agree in some evil design 
against others. 

We are come now to the seventh 
and last day of their Council; and on 
this day, the main query was, “If 
Christ be come, what rules and or- 
ders has he left for his Church to 
walk by?” ‘This was a great ques- 
tion among them; and as they did 
not believe the New Lestament, nor 
would be guided by it, they desired 
some other instruction to guide and 
direct them in this point. There- 
upon, six of the Roman clergy (who 
of purpose, had been sent there by 
the Pope, to assist in the Council) 
were called in, viz: two Jesuits, two 
Friars of the order of St. Augus- 
tine, and two of the order of St. 
Francis. These being admitted in- 
to the Council, began to open unto 
them the rules, and orders, and doc- 
trine of the Church of Rome, which 
they magnified for the Holy Catho- 
lic Church of Christ, and its doc- 
trine the infallible doctrine of Christ; 
that their rulers were left by him to 
euide the Church for ever; that the 
Pope was the Holy Vicar of Christ 
on earth, and the successor of St. 
Peter. They also affirmed the real 
presence of Christ in the sacrament; 
the religious observations of their 
holy-days; the invocation of Saints; 
the praying to the Virgin Mary, and 
her commanding power in Heaven 
over her Son; the holy use of the 
Cross and Images, with the rest of 
their idolatrous and _ superstitious 
worship;—all which they commend- 
ed to the Jews, for the doctrine and 
rules of Christ and the Apostles.— 
But so soon as the Council heard 
these things from them, they were 
generally and exceedingly troubled 
thereat, and fell into high clamours 
against them and their religion, cry- 
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ine out, “no Christ, no Woman- 
God, no intercession of Saints, no 
worship of Images, no fraying to 
the Virgin Mary, &c. ‘Truly their 
trouble thereat was so great, it did 
trouble me to see their impatience. 
They rent their clothes and cast 
dust upon their heads, and cried 
aloud, “Blasphemy, Blasphemy?” 
and the Council broke up in this 
confusion. But they assembled 
again the eighth day, but all they did 
was to agree to another meeting of 
their nation three years after, which 
was finally agreed upon before the 
dissolution of the Council. 

I do believe there were many 
Jews there, that would have been 
persuaded to own the Lord Jesus! 
and this I assure you for a truth; and 
it is for the honour of our religion, 
and for the encouragement of our 
civines. One eminent Rabbi did 
deliver me his opinion in confer- 
ence with me, that he at first feared 
that those sent from Rome would 
bring an unhappy period to their 
Council; and professed to have de- 
sired the presence of some Protes- 
tant Divines, especially some Eng- 
ligh Divines, of whom he had a 
better opinion than of any other in 
the world; for he did believe, they 
had a great love for their nation, and 
this was his reason for his good 
opinion of our Divines, because he 
heard they did ordinarily pray tor 
the conversion of their nation, which 
he took as a token of our love to- 
wards them. And he especially 
commended the ministers of Lon- 
don for excellent preachers, and for 
their charity towards their nation, of 
whom he had heard a great fame.— 
As for the Church of Rome, they 
account it an idolatrous Church, and 
therefore they will not own its reli- 
gion. By conversing with Jews, 
they generally think there is no 
Christian religion, but that of the 
Church of Rome; and for Rome’s 
idolatry, they take offence at all 
Christian religion. gBy this, it. ap- 


DE SUPERVILLE’S SERMONS. 








46} 


peareth Rome is the greatest ene- 
my of the Jews’ conversion. 

For the place of the Jews’ next 
meeting, it will probably be in Sy- 
ria, in which country I also was, 
and conversed with the sect of the 
Rechabites living in Syria. Seeing 
I find, by the Italian tongue, I can 
converse with the Jews, or other 
nations in any part of the world 
where I have been; if God give me 
opportunity, I shall willingly attend 
their next Council. The good God 
prosper it! Amen. 





To the Editor of the Repertory. 


REv. AND DEAR BROTHER: 

The extracts from the sermons of 
the Rev. Daniel de Superville, Sen. 
inserted in several of your numbers, 
having excited some interest in the 
proposal for publishing them, I have 
been requested to furnish a more 
extended specimen, that the judg- 
ment of the public may be formed 
on ample evidence of their excellen- 
cy and superiority. For this pur- 
pose I have prepared an abridgment 
of his invaluable sermon on Saint 
Paul’s ardent desire to depart and 
be with Christ; a subject peculiarly 
adapted to the present state of the 
religious world, which (it cannot be 
denied) is too much characterized 
by an excessive attachment to earth- 
ly enjoyments, and an awful luke- 
warmness on spiritual and eternal 
subjects. It is not that I approve 
of that eynical disposition which in- 
dulges in constant and bitter inveigh- 
ings against the decrease of piety in 
the present when compared with 
former periods; perhaps religion is 
now more generally respected, and 
its outward observances more scru- 
pulously performed than in any pre- 
vious age; but may not this very cir- 
cumstance (by attaching an almost 
exclusive importance to externals) 
account for that deficiency in spiri- 
tuality of mind which pervades all 
classes and denominations of Chris- 
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tians to an alarming degree. Alas! 
where are those holy aspirations— 
those heavenly dispositions—those 
ardent desires—those triumphant 
exultations, which distinguished the 
primitive ages of the Church, and 
more especially marked the inspi- 
red writers. Every effort to re- 
suscitate this devotional spirit is wor- 
thy of the highest regard, and I feel 
no apprehension of incurring the 
charge of extravagance by asserting 
that this sermon is peculiarly calcu- 
lated to promote so important an ob- 
ject, especially when we regard the 
holy boldness with which this warri- 
or in the Christian field assails the 
purblind errors of infidelity and the 
ridiculous dogmas of Popery, while 
at the same time he levels his shafts 
with equal courage and success at 
the prevalent coldness of professors. 
I remain 
Your Brother in the Gospel. 
J. REYNOLDS. 


A SERMON 


On the Christian’s ardent desire for a 
union with his Saviour, from Philip- 
pians i. 23. “Having a desire to de- 
part and be with Christ, which is far 
better.” Preached January Ist, 1704, 
by the Rev. Dan. De Superville, Sen. 
Minister of the Walloon Church at 
Rotterdam. Translated and abridged 
from the original French of the sixth 
edition. 

No man has ever expressed a 
stronger desire to enjoy the presence 
of God in his holy assemblies, nor 
manifested greater impatience when 
absent from the tabernacle, than the 
prophet David. An exile, a fugi- 
tive, pursued by Saul, and obliged 
to take refuge among heathens, he 
frequently expresses in the Psalms 
the violence of his grief and the ve- 
hemence of his desire. ‘As the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, 
so panteth my soul after thee, O 
God; mv soul thirsteth for God, e- 
ven for the living God; when shall I 
come and appear before God.” In 
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another place, he exclaims, ‘Wo is | 





JUNE, 


me that I sojourn in Mesech, and 
dwell in the tents of Kedar!” 

My Brethren, coes the true Chris- 
tian possess less ardour of desire for 
Heaven than David did for the Ta- 
bernacle, which was only a figure of 
Heaven? Christians, who are stran- 
gers and pilgrims here below, wan- 
dering in this world as in a desart, 
persecuted, insulted, and hated by 
the wicked, shall they not sigh after 
a city whose foundation is perma- 
nent? Languishing in this exile, 
weary of dwelling in Mesech and in 
Kedar, shall they not aspire after 
their own country? Suchis the dis- 
position manifested by St. Paul in 
the words of the text. But he is in 
a strait betwixt two, not knowing 
whether he ought to wish to live for 
the service of the Church, or to die 
and be with Christ. Nevertheless, 


he declares that when he consulted 
' his own inclination and interest, it 
| was to die and be with the Lord,— 
‘shaving a desire to depart and be 


with Christ, which is far better,”’ 

Aithis change of the year, at this 
new revolution of time, to speak of 
our dissolution aud of a better life, is 
undoubtedly proper for the season, 
as well as a meditation useful and 
necessary at al/ times. The world 
is passing away! Year af.er year 
revolves! We are drawing near 
ourend! Let us then improve this 
opportunity by attending to three 
particulars contained in our text. 

I. The object of the Apostle’s 
wish. It is death, with the happi- 
ness that follows it. ‘To depart 
and be with Christ.”’ 

II. His disposition with regard 
to this object. He desires it with 
vehemence. “Having a desire to 
depart and be with Christ.” 

III. The reason of this desire. 
It is the great advantage he would 
find in seeing it accomplished— 
‘‘which is far better.” 

The death of believers is only a 
denarture to go and be reunited to 
Christ. Deagh, thus considered, 
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should not be an object of fear; it 
ought rather to be an object of de- 
sire. 

Parr lI. It is of the greatest im- 
portance, my Brethren, that we 
should form a just idea of death. 
The infidel regards it as the annihi- 


lation of his existence. The manot 


the world views it as a cruel separa- 
tion from the objects of his love, and 
a violent rending. which, against his 
will, tears him from his pleasures 
his goods, and his honours, and com- 
pels him to bid an eternal adieu to 
all that constitute his pleasure and 
delight. To cease to be what we 
are;—not to know what we shall be- 
come;—the fear of being infinitely 
miserable;—to be torn away from all 
we love without hope of ever enjoy- 
Inge i avain;—such, or nearly such, 
is the appearance of death to man- 
kind in general. But to believers it 
is a “deharture to be with Christ.” 

1. Death is the denarture of the 


soul from the body. Under this idea. | 


death is common to all. O ye Inf- 
dels, do not suppose that because 
the two narts that compose .our na- 
ture are disjoined. vour existence 
shall terminate. To change vour 
tent, house, or country, is not to end 
your being! To cast off your clothes, 
is not to be annihilated! When the 
soul departs from the body, it divests 


‘itself of its clothing, and quits its 


lodging; but this separation is not a 
total destruction. Ye men of the 
world, this departure costs you 
much. You weep because your 
houses are in ruins! What pains 
do you not take in order to repair 
their breaches, in order that you 
may dwell in them forever! What 
care for the body, and what distress 
at quitting it! You are chased from 
it by znere compulsion, and forced 
away by astrong arm! You do not 
defart; the messenger drags you 
away! Hasthe Almighty given you 
this body for your eternal habitation? 
No; you hold it as a tenement but 
for a certain time. Why then com- 








plain when your term is expired, 
and you must depart? With the 
believer it is far otherwise. He 
knows that here he has “70 continu- 
ing city,” but that “if his house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, he 
has a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens.” Content to quit this cottage 
in the wilderness, this tenement of 
clay, subject to so many inconveni- 
ences, and often half dilapidated be- 
fore its fall, he departs with freedom 
and honour. We all know that we 
must quit this body; why then do we 
manifest so much concern for this 
house of clay, and_-so little for the 
inhabitant which must survive its ru- 
ins? Let us constantly meditate up- 
on our departure. 

2. Death is not only the depar- 
ture of the soul out of the body, but 
of the man altogether out of the 
world, and from the society of the 
living. The body, laid in the tomb, 
returns to dust; the soul passes into 
a new world, and the man is no 
more seen here below. All his re- 
lation to sublunary things ceases, and 
he will never have the same con- 
nexion with them as he had in this 
world. New idea! painful to the 
wicked, but instructive to the righ- 
teous. The worldling, who has set 
his affections upon sensible objects, 
and has reckoned nothing worth the 
name of pleasure but the possession 
of the creature, when this world 
shall be to him as though it were an- 
nihilated, will then find a dreary void 
and grievous privation. But the 
Christian, stimulated by the consi- 
deration that he shall soon depart, 
does not love the world inordinately, 
but sits loose in his affection to it, 
and uses it as not abusing it. “I 
depart from this life,’ said Cicero, 
‘sas from an inn, and notas from my 
house; for nature has only given us 
a lodging by the way, and not a fixed 
habitation.”” We are here as stran- 
gers and pilgrims; our birth introdu- 
ces us into the world as into a coun- 
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irv before unknown; we move in it 
a short way and death completes the 
journey. Why, Christian, shouldst 
thou embarrass thyself with so ma- 
ny engagements and cares in this 
country to which thou art newly 
come, and from which thou mayst 
at any time be obliged to depart? 
The soldier who encamps in a cer- 
tain place, endeavours to repose and 
refresh himself; but we do not see 
him forming plans of residence and 
settlement. No; he waits the orders, 
the signal of his general, and is rea- 
dy at the first command to fold up 
his tent, to depart and march. A 
foreigner visits your coast with his 
vessel; he enters your ports, he traf- 
ficks, he buys and sells, but always 
with a design to return. The wind 
becomes favourable; the pilot com- 
mands to weigh anchor and put to 
sea. He is ready;—he leaves your 
coast without regret, and returns to 
his own countrv. You, my breth- 
ren, are upon earth only as soldiers 
who lodge ina camp; at any hour 
you may hear the command, “Arise 
and depart.” You are here as pas- 
sengers whose vessel is at anchor or 
in port; but will soon make a voyage, 
to return no more. Perhaps to-day 
or to-morrow, the wind may change 
and you must prepare to put to sea. 
Quit, O quit without regret a for- 
eign, yea an hostile coast, which is 
rendered still more dangerous by 
the innumerable rocks which sur- 
round it. O happy wind that shall 
waft us to the port of salvation! O 
blessed voyage, which shall conduct 
us from this world and land us in e- 
ternity! O unspeakable privilege 
of quitting this earth, to be lodged 
in the arms of Jesus Christ! Such 
is the happiness which succeeds the 
death of the righteous. The end of 
their voyage, the object of their de- 
sire is to be with Christ. To the 
penitent thief on the cross our Lord 
said, ‘Verily I say unto thee, this 
day thou shalt be with me in Para- 
dise.”’ In another place he says, 




















“Father I will that they whom thou 
hast given me be with me where I 
am.”? ‘To the Thessalonians, Saint 
Paul says, We shall be for ever 
with the Lord.’’ It is enough for us 
to know that the Scriptures gene- 
rally represent the happiness of the 
righteous, whether before the resur- 
rection, or after the consummation 
of all things, by being with Christ. 

But why does the Apostle use this 
Significant expression in preference 
to any other? My Brethren, the 
Apostle is filled with Christ, and his 
language flows from the plenitude 
of his heart. If he lives, it is not he 
that lives, but Christ that liveth in 
him. If he knows any thing, it is 
Christ crucified —Christ is his life, 
his wisdom, his hope. Christ is 
gain to him whether living or dying. 


| Christ is his felicity after death; and 


Christ must also constitute in every 
respect the source of our felicity. 
He is the foundation of our joy, the 
origin of the life of grace in our 
souls, and he will bestow upon us a 
crown of glory. It is with Christ 
we shall dwell, and the place we 
shall inhabit is the sanctuary which 
he himself has opened, and to which 
he has prepared the way. The glo- 
ry we shall inherit is his glory, a par- 
ticipation of his kingdom. The sight 
of Christ will cause the principal 
partof our happiness. To see him; 
—to possess him;—to be insepara- 
ble from him, and to be illuminated 
by him who is the light of the city of 
God;—What rapture! What joy! 
[t is then by no means astonishing 
that St. Paul makes use of this ex- 
pression, “to be with Christ,” in or- 
der to represent what he anticipated 
and what he desired, and what he ex- 


_ pected to realize after this life. Here 


let us remark—1. That we cannot be 
with Christ while here upon earth. 
We must depart to be withhim. It 
was oncethe privilege of the disciples 
to be with Christ upon earth, and this 
earth became a paradise in his pre- 
sence. “But we know Christ ne 


JUNE, 


a. a elUe-lU. COU a “ieee a 


as 


| 


aw ee ee ee a a ey 


DP pe ow ee HH CO 





$826. 


more after the flesh.” The Father 
has exalted him above the Heavens. 
to draw our hearts after him. If he 
had remained in this world always, 
which of us would have wished to 
depart? But ‘he is not here;’’ he 
is gone before us, and we shall fol- 
low after. We know where Christ 
is, and the way we know; but as the 
Saviour himself did not enter Hea- 
ven, except by the rending of the 
vail, that is to say, his own flesh, so 
without the rending of our flesh, we 
cannot rejoin him. Then we shall 
have more reason to say, than the 
disciples had, ‘Lord, it is good for 
us to be here.”’ ‘Then we shall see 
the Lord Jesus in glorious resplen- 
dency, with Moses and Elias; and 
transformed into his image, we shall 
dwell with him in his holy mountain. 
2. St. Paul joins, without any medi- 
um, to depart and be with Christ. 
What numerous errors have pre. 
vailed among men on this subject! 
Let us hear no more of the pretend 

ed sleep of the soul, until the gene- 
ral resurrection. Let us hear no 
more of a fabulous purgatory, nor a 
place of separation, where the souls 
of the faithful are exempt from pain, 
and enjoy a degree of happiness; 
but nevertheless, are deprived of the 
beatific vision, and an entrance into 
Heaven. To imagine that the soul 
will sleep after its departure from 
the body—that it will be incapable 
of pleasure or of pain—that it will 
remain without sentiment, and in a 
manner without life—is the error of 
the heretical and profane, who may 
be justly suspected of thinking light- 
ly of the soul and its immortality; 
but who have been ably combated, 
and completely refuted by right rea- 
son and divine revelation. Such per- 
sons, accustomed to judge only by 
their senses, and to describe all the 
operations of the mind by those of 
the body, cannot form any idea of a 
substance purely spiritual, nor of 
the operations of a soul separated 
ftom the body, and therefore wish 
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to reduce it almost to a state of anni- 
hilation. What! is it nota peculiar 
oroperty of the soul to think? And 
is not to think, to act? Is thought 
an action of the body? Undoubtedly 
it isnot. Why then should the soul 
cease to think, because the body 
ceases to move? Nay, on the con- 
trary, it is as impossible to separate 
thought from the soul, as to separ- 
ate space from the body. The soul 
always thinks, and cannot cease to 
think without ceasing to de. Since 
then, the soul will not cease to be, 
by the dissolution of the body, it 
will not cease to think; and conse- 
quently will not sleep for ages with- 
out sentiment or activity. Would 
any one be happy to die, if between 
death and happiness, there were a 
long space? Would St. Paul say, 
“to depart and be with Christ?”— 
Would he assert, that to depart was 
better than to live? Would he have 
desired this departure so ardently as 
to be “in a strait betwixt two,” not- 
withstanding all the service he ren- 
dered to God and the Church by 
living and dwelling upon earth?— 
Truly, if when we depart from this 
body, the soul sleeps, such a state 
of torpidity cannot be better than 
animal life; for certainly life, senti- 
ment, and the knowledge we have 
of God, with the enjoyment of a de- 
gree of his grace, is something bet- 
ter than to be in a state of perfect 
inactivity. 

And the same may be said of pur- 
gatory. It is certain that to be in 
this place of pretended purification, 
and of a purification penal and satis- 
factory, is not to ‘‘be with Christ,” 
who is in Heaven. . To be in pur- 
gatory, cannot be much better than 
to be in the Church, serving God, 
To be in purgatory cannot be an 
object of desire; it is rather an eb- 
ject of fear, But perhaps it will 
be replied, that St. Paul had an as- 
surance that he would not be requir- 
ed to pass through this ordeal;— 
that the Martyrs and Saints of the 
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first order are exempt from it, and 
that they are sometimes informed of 
this exemption by a special revela- 
tion. To this I answer, that these 
supposed privileges are without 
foundation in the Scriptures; and 
the Apostle, speaking in another 
place, for believers in general, in- 
cluding himself, “We groan, being 
burdened, earnestly desiring to be 
clothed upon with our house, which 
is from Heaven.” Again, speaking 
in general terms, he says, “Willing 
rather to be absent from the body, 
and present with the Lord.” Now 
this excludes us, as well as the 
Apostle, from any imaginary pur- 
gatory. 

Finally, let us here learn what 
we ought to think of an opinion 
more ancient, and less prejudicial 
to the truth; an opinion adopted by 
many of the fathers, and since their 
days attributed to Pope John XXII; 
which is, that the souls of the Saints 
remain after death in a separate 


state, in which they are afforded 
much consolation and enjoyment; 
still they are not received into Hea- 
ven, but are reserved in the place 
of departed spirits, (by some term- 
ed Hades) until the general judg- 


ment. In this intermediate situa- 
tion itis supposed that they may en- 
joy intercourse with angels, and 
have a partial discovery of Christ; 
but that until the resurrection, they 
do not enter into the celestial sanctu- 
ary, except in some particular cases. 
But what arguments can be adduc- 
ed to authorize or defend this sen- 
timent, which would so considera- 
bly diminish the triumph of the dy- 
ing Christian? It does not at all agree 
with the force of those expressions, 
to be with Christ—to be with the 
Lord. Let what will be said, it 
must be admitted, that not to be in 
Heaven is not to be with Christ.— 
The idea is only true, with reference 
to our bodies, which shall slumber 
in the dust—consequently we shall 
not be with Christ united to our bo- 
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dies, until he shall come from Hea- 
ven to raise us from the tomb. It 
is equally true that our happiness 
shall then be more complete and 
perfect. Nevertheless, during the 
interval, the soul will be with the 
blessed Redeemer. This is suff- 
cient to inspire us with the Apos- 
tle’s wish, “shaving a desire to de- 
part and be with Christ.” 

Part II. Belioid a desire which. 
to most men, appears extraordina- 
ry, and in which the Apostle has but 
few imitators. The love of life and 
the dread of death are so natural, 
that it seems almost impossible to 
renounce them. How then can 
death be an object of our desire, 
and of a desire so vehement as that 
of St. Paul, agreeably to the force 
of the original? 

1. I reply first, that it is not so 
much death, and the dissolution of 
our being, which is the object of 
our desire, as the advantages we 
are to derive from it, and which fol- 
low it. Death, considered simply 
in itself, is not desirable. Every 
thing naturally tends to its own pre- 
servation, and our aversion to death 
is a necessary consequence of the 
love we have for our being. This 
is a principle which the great au- 
thor of nature has planted in us for 
wise purposes. We do not con- 
demn that palpitation and strong 
emotion which is naturally occasion- 
ed by the approach of dissolution.— 
Let the flesh shiver at the thoughts 
of its dust and its early tomb! We 
do not wish to effect any thing so 
extravagant, as to divest man of hu- 
manity, and to strip him of his natu- 
ral sentiments. If it were possible 
to ascend to Christ like Enoch and 
Elijah, without suffering the pains 
of death, who doubts but that i! 
would be more agreeable? If we 
could be of the number of those 
who shall be found living when the 
Lord Jesus shall come, and who 
‘shall be changed in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye,’”’ it would 
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undoubtedly be very grateful to us 
all. St. Paul himself seemed to en- 
tertain this opinion, when he said, 
‘“‘we that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burthened, not for that 
we would be unclothed, but clothed 
upon, that mortality might be swal- 
lowed up of life.”’ 

But since the ordinary way to go 
to Christ is by passing through the 
valley and shadow of death, there 
's nothing in our natural aversion to 
dissolution, which ought not to be 
overcome by a firm persuasion of 
the truth of Christianity, and a well- 
grounded hope in its promises.— 
Why should not religion do for us 
what philosophy has frequently done 
for others? Why should it not pro- 
duce an effect equal to what an ar- 
dent passion for worldly honour 
daily produces in many? How ma- 
ny brave soldiers and valiant heroes 
do we see, who by an effort of the 
imagination, gradually surmount the 
fear of death, so as bravely to en- 
counter the greatest dangers; and 
why should not religion familiarize 
death to us? Many prefer dissolu- 
tion to a life of extreme poverty and 
continued pain;—more surely the 
assurance of eternal life ought to 
have as much influence on our 
minds as our present sufferings.— 
Is it not reasonable to suppose, that 
these considerations ought to make 
us surmount our natural fear of 
death, and influence us to say with 
St. Paul, “having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ.” 

2. This desire, my brethren, is 
not to be found in any but the true 
believer. It is the shibboleth of 
the righteous, which distinguishes 
them from the world. Death ought 
undoubtedly to be an object of fear 
to the wicked. We need not ex- 
hort them to banish the fear of 
death; it is astonishing they do not 
dread it more; their carnal security, 
their insensibility is a kind of prodi- 
gy. Would an unfaithful woman, 
who hides an adulterer in her house, 








and whose husband takes her by 
surprise, when she thinks him at a 
great distance; would she open her 
door with alacrity to receive him! 
Terrified and alarmed, she would 
seek to hide the accomplice of her 
crime, and defer as long as possi- 
ble the admission of her husband, 
whose just fury she has so much 
reason to dread. ‘Let him dread 
death,” says St. Cyprian, “who not 
being born of water and of the spi- 
rit, is condemned to the flames of 
hell; let him fear to die who is not 
united to Christ in his passion and 
death; let him fear to die who shall 
pass from hence to the second death; 
let him fear to die who by the delay 
of death, gains only the delay of his 
groaning and torments.” We will 
not exhort those to desire death who 
have much reason to doubt their con- 
version and meetness for Heaven. 
The desire of death can only be rea- 
sonable and well-founded, in propor- 
tion to the certainty we have of our 
reconciliation to God through Jesus 
Christ. But after all, whether we de- 
sire death or not, it cannot be aveided; 
jt overtakes him who flees, as well as 
him who awaits and desires it with 
firmness. Its feet are swifter than the 
wind, its hands stronger than iron, 
and it suffers none to escape. Still it 
has no terrors to the Christian, who 
is reconciled to God by faith in the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ; no, 
on the contrary, death is the object 
of his most ardent desire. 

But let us elucidate the subject a 
little more—let us determine the 
precise nature of this desire, and to 
what extent it may lawfully be car- 
ried. 

1. It ought to be purely passive 
and not active. I mean, it should 
not stimulate us to lay violent hands 
on ourselves, but to expect the time 
with joy, and wait for it with plea- 


sure, until it shall please God to. 


call us ina natural way. We should 
not contribute to it ourselves other- 
wise than by refusing to disobey his 
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word, or by fulfilling our lawful du- 
ties and necessary vocations. We 
must not be our own murderers, 
either by arming ourselves against 
our own flesh, or by refusing our 
bodies the nourishment and care re- 
quisite for their preservation, or by 
rashly exposing ourselves to dan- 
gerous perils without being lawful- 
ly and necessarily required to en- 
counter them. We ought to desire 
death it is true; but it should be in 
the way and the time that God has 
appointed, without endeavouring to 
force our prison-doors, and make our 
escape by breaking down the wall. 

2. This desire ought not to be 
accompanied with impatience and 
murmuring, but with submission 
and resignation. If there be piety 
in desiring death, there is some. 
times more in enduring life. This 
is the duty of the afflicted believer. 
If the Lord tarry, wait for him.— 
Take courage, Christian; thy deliv- 
erance is at hand. 

3. This desire to depart should 
not be carnal, but spiritual; it 
should not be excited by the mise- 
ries of the present life, but by a 
longing to be with Christ. I do 
not mean that the vanity of the crea- 
ture, the troubles of life, and the in- 
firmities of old age, may not enter 
into the motives which should in- 
duce us to desire death; but they 
certainly ought not to be the on/y 
considerations, nor even the frinci- 
fal causes of this desire. Too of- 
ten indeed are our desires mixed 
with carnal motives and self-love, 
and too seldom do we evince suffi- 
cient patience and submission to the 
will of God; for we frequently see 
a distaste of life in persons who 
know but little of religion. But we 
ought to be actuated by purer prin- 
ciples; we should desire death ra- 
ther to gain Christ, to be with him, 
to be made like him, and to glorify 
God to all eternity, than merely to 
be dismissed from the pains of the 
present life. 
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4. This desire may suffer some 
abatement, when it is clear and cer- 
tain that the glory of God and the 
service of the Church require the 
protraction of life a little longer.— 
St. Paul was placed in this dilem- 
ma when he said, ‘If am in a strait 
betwixt two, having a desire to de- 
part and be with Christ, which is 
far better.”?> Like a woman separa- 
ted from her husband, who requests 
her to come to him, but orders her 
at the same time to leave her be- 
loved child behind. Her heart flies 
towards her husband, but her bow- 
els move with compassion for her 
tender infant, which requires her 
attention, but which she is obliged 
to quit. In a strait betwixt two ob- 
jects, both of which are dear to her, 
she hesitates what course to pursue; 
her love, her duty, incline her to 
join her husband, but she is more 
necessary to her helpless child.— 
We should be careful, however, not 
to give way too much to this dispo- 
sition; for the calls of the Church, 
and the wants of our families, are 
often mere pretences to cover our 
excessive attachment to life. The 
Lord can supply both their necessi- 
ties without our aid. 

Part III. Let us now examine 
the reason and the propriety of the 
Apostle’s desire. In the original, 
the words translated, “which is far 
better,” are very significant, and 
would be more fully expressed by 
the terms, “incomparadbly more ad- 
vantageous,” or, in other words, 
“infinitely better.’’ I shall endea- 
vour to show, by a few considera- 
tions, how much death, to be with 
Christ, is preferable to life. 

1. It is universally admitted, that 
the life of man here below is subject 
to innumerable calamities. Now, 
death to be with Christ is our jubi- 
lee; our time of release and redemp- 
tion; our great and eternal rest from 
all sorrow. ‘Man that is born of a 
woman hath but a few days to live, 
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obliged to earn his bread by the 
sweat of his brow! All is vanity 
and vexation of spirit! As though 
not satisfied with the unavoidable 
evils of life, we continually torment 
ourselves with imaginary fears and 
disquietudes It is true, there may 
be some who have less reason to la- 
ment than the generality of man- 
kind; but how small is the number! 
and even these are not without in- 
tervals of sorrow, nor are they ex- 
empted entirely from drinking cups 
of bitterness. Now, a departure to 
be with Christ is far preferable to 
the best lot of humanity. Death 
will conduct us to a land where the 
necessities of hunger and thirst are 
not known; where weakness and 
pain shall trouble us no more; where 
we shall have no occasion to com- 
plain of the faithlessness of false 
friends, nor be exposed to treache- 
ries, calumnies, or slanders; where 
litigation, fraud, and violence, shal! 
not be known; where the endearing 
ties of nature shall no more be snapt 
asunder; neither shall relative weep 
for relative, the child for the parent, 
nor the parent for the child! No: 
there ‘all tears shall be wiped away 
from our eyes.” But who shall 
wipe them away? The hand of Christ 
himself. Yes; that Jesus, who, for 
our sakes, became poor, will enrich 
us! He will repair our wrongs, and 
recompense our losses. Well may 
the believer exclaim, “I have a de- 
sire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better.””, When will the 
time of release and the year of liber- 
ty come? O, what felicity to go 
and triumph with Christ! “Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord; 
even so, saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours, and their 
works follow them.” They who 
have sHared the cross of Christ on 
earth, shall share his crown in glory; 
for, “if we suffer with him, we shall 
also reign with him.” Here below, 
christians are exposed to the tempta- 
tions of Satan; but he cannot trou- 
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ble them in Heaven. Though he 
tempted Adam in the garden, and 
Jesus Christ in the wilderness, and 
has assailed the faithful in all ages, 
yet he cannot attack them in Hea- 
ven. Surely, then, “it is far better 
to depart and to be with Christ.” 

2. The second general cunsidera- 
tion shall present a comparison of 
the enjoyments we have in this life, 
with the advantages of being with 
Christ. Let us not view our present 
state altowether on the dark side; 
but regard its excellencies. It has 
its good qualities, its honours, its 
pleasures;—this must be acknow- 
ledged; but it must also be confess- 
ed, that none of these are very great, 
or very certain. Not one of them 
can afford solid and uninterrupted 
joy! Some of its blessings, such as 
health and strength, we scarcely ap- 
preciate but bv their loss, and the 
greatest felicities we can enjoy are 
suspended and interrupted by sleep! 
But with Christ, the soul shall be 
ina very different state: its enjoy- 
ments will be pure, tranquil, and 
durable, without suspension, and 
without interruption. The soul is 
capable of three general affections: 
to know, to love, and to feel; which 
constitute three sources of incessant 
action, and innumerable pleasures. 
We cannot fully comprehend what 
difference in degree there will be 
between our felicity before the ge- 
neral resurrection, and our perfect 
glory after the consummation of all 
things. But it is very certain that 
the soul, disengaged from the body, 
elevated above visible things, and 
admitted into the presence of Christ, 
will know God in a manner very 
different from that in which we know 
him in this life. What then can 
hinder the activity of the soul?— 
W hat can weaken its operations, or 
prevent its penetration? Is it not 
evident that an understanding refin- 
ed, enlarged, constantly in motion, 
continually employed in the disco- 
very of new objects; always forming 
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just ideas; always at the source of 
truth; always enlightened by Him 
who enlightens every man _ that 
comes into the world; always capa- 
ble of considering truths in connec- 
tion with their causes and effects, 
and in their relation to God and Je- 
sus Christ; is it not evident, I say, 
that an understanding thus refined 
and thus engaged, will be a source 
of unspeakable knowledge and per- 
petual joy? 

The second quality of the soul is 
to love. What do we love here?— 
Many objects which are naturally 
bad and imperfect; and consequent- 
ly our love is frequently the cause 
of our misery! When we are with 
Christ, we shall love nothing but 
what we ought to love, and our love 
will be always satisfied, and always 
calculated to produce new plea- 
sures. It will be free when it will 
have neither conflicts, distractions, 
nor obstacles. It will be fure when 
it will have no more mixture of car- 
nal motives. It will be vast when 
we shall love in proportion to what 
we know, and when our knowledge 
Shall attain such a considerable de- 
gree of perfection. 

The third property of the soul is 
to feel, It is capable, even in this 
world, of a great number of agreea- 
ble feelings; but it may easily be 
conceived, that in Heaven it will 
have a still greater number, and 
those more agreeable, more lively, 
and less limited, than the sensations 
of this life. And who can say how 
much a bountiful God, who will no 
longer be prevented by the hatred 
he has to sin; a God who will take 
pleasure in rendering us happy; who 
can say how much he will excite in 
us pleasures resulting from his own 
peculiar nature, and flowing imme- 
diately from himself? Surely, then, 
“it is much better to depart and to 
be with Christ.” It is better with 
respect to fleasures. Those of this 
life are gross, short, and imperfect, 
#0 comparison with those of the other. 








One day with Christ, is better than 
a thousand elsewhere. The crumbs 
that fall from his table are better 
than the feasts of the rich, and all 
the abundance of the world. It is 
better with respect to Aonors. What 
are earthly honors, in comparison 
with celestial glory? in comparison 
with the thrones and crowns of the 
co-heirs with Christ? Finally, it is 
better with respect to society. Even 
here, it is one of the greatest and 
most substantial pleasures of life to 
enjoy a tender friendship, an inti- 
mate connexion, and an agreeable 
intercourse with persons of judg- 
ment and affection; but this is a 
blessing as rare as it is agreeable. 
And even where it is enjoyed, how 
much does the company of the 
wicked, with whom we are compell- 
ed to associate, counterbalance the 
pleasures that our intercourse with 
a few reasonable and pious charac- 
ters afford! But, oh! what unmin- 
gled charms do we behold in the 
society of glorified saints, and in that 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, “where 
the wicked cease from troubling, 
and where the weary are at rest!” 
What stores of knowledge shall we 
acquire, and what exquisite joy shall 
we feel, in this delightful intercourse 
with our blessed Redeemer and our 
Ged! Undoubtedly, then, “it is far 
better to depart and to be with 
Christ.” 

Conciusion. We have proved, 
by sufficient reasons, that to depart 
and be with Christ, is far better than 
to remain in this world. It becomes 
our duty now to examine whether 
we are persuaded of the truth of 
these arguments, and possess the 
same mind with St. Paul, desiring, 
like him, to depart and be with the 
Lord. Let us declare the truth: 
most of us are very far from it. Be- 
hold those young men, who imagine 
themselves only beginning to live, 
and to whom life seems so sweet, 
enjoying their full strength, and feel- 
ing a lively sense of pleasure; no 
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wonder they have no desire to quit 
this world. Behold those who are 
more advanced in years, and who 
manifest an attachment to earthly 
things, which increases more and 
more every day. Do you think they 
wish to go to Christ? They form a 
thousand projects of business and 
establishment; they have no wish 
even to hear of death; they recoil at 
the idea of making their wills, under 
the impression that such an engage- 
ment is ominous of death, and af- 
fords an indication of speedy disso- 
lution. Mark that old man, who 
has just completed another year, the 
end of which he could not reasona- 
bly have expected to see: aged as 
he is, he commences this year, en- 
couraging the hope of living through 
its course. O, man, thou canst not 
find in thy heart to form desires for 
another life! Whence is this? Be- 
cause thou cleavest to present and 
sensible objects, and declarest, with 
respect to futurity, that thou canst 
not comprehend it, so that thy doubts 
dispute against thy faith, and render 
thee indifferent to heavenly desires. 
But has not Christ brought life and 
immortality to light by the gospel? 
His doctrines—his promises—his 
miracles—his ascension—are not 
these sufficient to remove every | 
doubt? If our faith be weak, our 
love is still more so! Love demands 
union, and compels us to sacrifice 
every thing for the object beloved. 
It is an easy matter to utter com- 
plaints against sin, and to lament the 
ravages it has made in the world 
and in our hearts, and to declare 
that we are weary of having to com- 
bat with it. We often complain of 
the world, because it is not always 
so favorable towards us as we could 
desire. Ah! my friends, let us have 
less talking, fewer complaints against 
the age in which we live, and its vi- 
ces, and a little more practice, a 
little more desire to be with Christ, 
and a little less fear of death! Does 


DE SUPERVILLE’S SERMONS. 





the workman fear the end of his Ja- 
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bour? Does the traveller dread the 
termination of his long and painful 
journey? Does the afflicted require 
to be exhorted to desire the removal 
of his complaint, and the recovery 
of his health? Is not the mariner 
glad to reach the haven after a tem- 
pest? How is it, brethren, that though 
the storm assails your bark, though 
you are loaded with afflictions, you 
should still behold death with tremb- 
ling, instead of regarding it as the 
end of your troubles? We cannot 
enter Heaven without dying! We 
have no chariot in which we may as- 
cend thither. How then shall we 
realize this ardent desire to depart? 
To obtain it, my brethren, begin by 
becoming true christians; renounce 
sin, and you will discover that, in 
proportion. as your corruptions 
weaken, your attachment to earthly 
objects will diminish, your hope of 
Heaven will increase, death will be- 
come less dreadful, and your de- 
sires will be inflamed for a union 
with Christ. If, by retaining sin, 
you could insure life; if, by fearing 
death, you could avoid it, your con- 
duct would be less culpable. But 
death will come, and who knows 
when? Your fears do not cause its 
delay; but, on the contrary, they 
frequently hasten its approach.— 
Cease then to sin! Let not the en- 
suing year be polluted with your 
crimes, as former ones have been; 
but rather let it be distinguished by 
your conversion to God, and your 
desire for Heaven. 

Endeavor to detach yourselves 
from the world. Do you say that 
you ought not to disregard the 
blessings of God’s providence by 
not enjoying them? What! my 
brethren, will you love the gift more 
than the giver? Will you prefer his 
presents to himself, and his tempo- 
| ral favors to his spiritual and eternal 
blessings? No, no; take care that 
his bounties do not engross your af- 
fections; he himself is far preferable 





to all he gives you. 
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Let us frequently meditate upon 
death and eternity, and let us there- 
by endeavor to increase our love for 
Christ and heavenly felicity. O, 
world! thou wilt then appear litle 
and despicable to him who sighs af 
ter his Saviour. O, human life! 
thou wilt then appear miserable to 
him who expects a better. Gv, 
Christians, to your houses, and me- 
ditate on these things. Go, and 
teach your children, that, being born 
to die, they ought to desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly. Alas! 
who knows how long we shall re- 
main in this world? We commence 
the year, but who can assure him- 
self of seeing the end ofit? Is it 
not certain that some of us will not? 
If it were possible for me to ascer- 
tain who would experience this fate, 
should I not be justified in saying to 
them, ‘*My brother, my sister, it is 
high time to think of vour departure: 
‘Behoid, the bridegroom cometh;’ 
he is at the door. Would you wish 
to be found, like the foolish virgins, 
Without oil and without light, without 
love and desire for your Saviour?” 
Such characters would most likelv 
attend tome. Now, what I would 
certainly say to them, the precarious- 
ness of human life obliges me to say 
to all, ‘Prepare to meet your God.” 
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NEW BISHOP OF QUEBEC, 


The following extract of a sermon 
preached at the consecration of the 
Right Rev. Dr. Stewart, Bishop of 
Quebec, was furnished to the Editor 
of the New York Evening Post, by 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, and 
was published in that paper, ‘be- 
cause affording a strong view of the 
eminent services and worth of this 
apostolic and primitive prelate.” 

It is really a circumstance of high 
gratification to our feelings, to ob- 
serve what happy results will some- 
times arise from causes unforeseen. 

“Twenty years ago, (or nearly so) 
without a view or a thought of pro- 
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fessional advantages, but with a 
willing expenditure of his own in- 
come, the zealous champion buckled 
on his armour, the whole armour of 
God, his loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breast-plate of 
righteousness, his feet shod with the 
preparation of the Gospel of Peace; 
above all, taking the shield of faith, 
the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the spirit, which is the word 
of God. Wholly regardless of per- 
sonal dangers and _ discomforts, 
whether frem the immense ocean, 
the severe climate, or from a state 
of temporary exile, he went boldly 
forth and began his pious work. We 
cannot trace him through his various 
labours, we cannot enumerate his 
disinterested sacrifices; we cannot 
duly estimate the extent or the mag- 
nitude of his services! The annual 
Reports of our venerable Society 
may give an outline of the liberal 
system on which he has been acting 
for many years past, that of establish- 
ing the fear and the worship of God; 
that of promoting the erection of 
churches, and of houses for their 
ministers; and, in short, by donations, 
by collections, by the most active 
exertions, whether in Canada or in 
England, straining every nerve to 
assist the well being, the mental im- 
provement, the spiritual edification 
of those friendly and valuable pro- 
vinces, so happily connected with 
this country. Ever ready to dis- 
pense the blessings of Christianity, 
the special missionary went forth, 
and traversed many thousand miles 
to animate, to encourage, to instruct 
and comfort the Christian families 
around him, wheresoever they might 
be scattered! In journeyings often, 
in perils of water, in weariness and 
painfulness, in hunger and thirst, 
wandering across the trackless de- 
sert or penetrating the gloomy forest, 
that he might communicate to them 
who were walking in darkness, the 
means of salvation, the light of life. 
He literally might be said to have 
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upon him, the care of allthe churches; 
and (as in the instance of his great 
prototype) he strove abundantly to 
render the Gentiles fellow heirs, and 
of the same body, and partakers of 
his promise in Christ by the Gospel, 
Bright and glorious is the prospect 
now before him, in the ripening har- 
vest to which he is called.”’ 


= 


CHARACTER AND CLAIMS OF THE 
PROTESTANT E. CHURCH. . 

We have been highly gratitied by 
the appearance of an extra sheet of 
the Episcopal Register, (edited by 
the Rev. Mr. Smith, of Middlebury, 
Vt.,) containing a series of letters on 
the “character and claims of the 
Protestant Kpisconpal Church.’— 
The following is the fifth in the se- 
ries, and we give it to our readers, 
not only because we think the sub- 
ject highly deserving their attention, 
but also as a specimen of the inter- 
esting and able manner in which 
that paper is conducted. Our rea- 
ders will here find that attachment 
to “our excellent liturgy” is not pe- 
euliar to Episcopalians; but that 
men of piety and learning, in other 
Societies, are to be found, who can 
appreciate its value. 


LETTER V. 


. To obviate in some measure, po- 
pular objections to forms of prayer, 
I shall attempt to show their va- 
lue to devout and spiritual worship- 
pers, and to every Christian com- 
munity. 

If any form of prayer possesses 
these advantages, they must be con 
fessed to belong to the Liturgy of 
our Church. An eminent divine 
and commentator, the Rev. Dr. 
Adam Clarke, though not a mem- 
ber of the Anglican Church, speaks 
of it thus:— 

“As a form of devotion, it has no 
equal in any part of the Universal 
Church of God. It is founded on 
those doctrines which contain the 
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sum and essence of Christianity; and 
speaks the language of the sublimest 
piety, and of the most refined <'evo- 
tional feeling. Next to the Bible, it 
is the Book of my understanding 
and of my heart.” 

‘Such a Liturgy,” we may safely 
contend, in the language of another 
Clergyman of the Wesleyan M=tho- 
dist Church, the Rev. Mr. Watson, 
‘makes the service of Grod’s house 
appear more like our true business 
on the Lord’s day; and besides the 
aid it affords to the most devout and 
spiritual, a great body of evangeli- 
cal truth, is, by cons‘ant use, laid up 
in the minds of children and igno- 
rant people, who, when at length 
they begin to pray under a religious 
concern, are already furnished with 
suitable, sanctifying, solemn, and 
impressive petitions. Persons well 
acquainted with the Liturgy, are 
certainly in a state of important pre- 
paration for the labours of a preach- 
er; and their piety often takes a rich- 
er and more sober character from 
that circuimstance.” 

We can scarcely form a higher 
estimate of its value, than is express- 
ed in the following words, made use 
of by the Rev R. Hall, the eminent 
Baptist Minister, of Leicester, Eng- 
land, at a meeting of the Bible So- 
ciety there, in the year 1812, as 
quoted in the Christian Observer 
for July, 1815. Speaking of the 
Liturgy, Mr. Hall observes, “Tho’ 
a Protestant Di:ssenter, I cannot be 
insensible of its merits. I beleve 
that the evangelical purity of its sen- 
timents, the chastised fervour of its 
devotions, and the majestic simpli- 
city of its language, have combined 
io place it in the very first rank of 
uninspired compositions.” 

A writer in Blackwood’s Maga- 
zine, expresses himself thus elo- 
quently of the excellencies of the 
Book of Common Prayer:— 

“To the offices of morning and 
evening devotion, we are free to 
confess, that it will be in vain to look 


















AT 4 





for any thing superior, in any mere- 
ly human composition, either an- 
cient or modern. We ourselves 
know of nothing equal to it. There 
is a comprehensiveness, a pathos, 
and a beauty, spread allover it. Its 
petitions are so well adapted for 
public worship, and express, at the 
same time, so clearly the wants of 
individuals, that we never peruse 
them without being more than half 
convinced that they were not drawn 
up under the guidance of human 
reason alone. If ever the Spirit of 
truth can be supposed to have ope- 
rated upon the minds of men in 
comparatively modern times, we 
think we can perceive traces of his 
operation here. Whocan read, for 
example, the glorious litany, without 
experiencing sensations very differ- 
ent from those which affect him on 
ordinary occasions? Nor are the 
prayers which constitute what is 
called the desk service, greatly be- 
hind it: in fact, there is hardly a 
word in the ordinary devotions of the 
English Church, either in its ma- 
tins or in its vespers, which we 
should wish to see erased.” 

To accustom young and illiter- 
ate people to attend carefully to the 
large portions of Scripture which 
are read in our public services, and 
to unite in the appropriate respon- 
ses, must be a most effectual means 
of enlarging their views of divine 
truth,—impressing them with the 
importance of devotional piety, and 
furnishing them with the language 
of fervent supplication, when con- 
strained by a deep sense of their sin 
and misery to repair to a throne of 
grace. Most persons will not read 
the Scriptures at home. Aside 
from their early and forgotten scrip- 
tural lessons at school, very scanty 
provisions are made, where Sunday 
Schools are not exerting their bles- 
sed influence, for the instruction of 
the young and ignorant in the great 
doctrines of the Gospel, and for en- 
riching their minds with suitable lan- 
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guage in which to offer their secret 
prayers to God. 

Another of the great public bene- 
fits of a sound form of prayer, con- 
sists in the bond of union which it 
furnishes between those who are 
strongly attached to it. This has 
frequently been called an exclusive 
and bigoted attachment. Be that 
as it may, it is one of the most deeply 
rooted, ardent, and active, ever ma- 
nifested. How many wonderful 
proofs of this may be furnished in all 
parts of our country, in the melan- 
choly experience of those who for 
vears, and sometimes for more than 
one generation, have been deprived 
of the privileges of their favourite 
services and ministry, and who yet 
have maintained the most unaltera- 
ble and glowing attachment to that 
form of prayer, in the use of which, 
they themselves in their youth, or 
their fathers before them, worship- 
ped the true God. Such attach- 
ments in pious and truly devout 
Christians, show the excellency of 
these forms, and that, next to the in- 
spired volume, they present a centre 


of attraction, which promises to bind 


God’s people together in strength 
and love, through the darkest and 
worst of times. Accordingly, 
amongst Episcopalians — generally 
there exists a remarkable degree of 
harmony, and a disposition, ready 
and strong from the double influence 
of their love to the Bible and the 
Prayer Book, to support the public 
worship of Almighty God. 

Few Protestant Churches possess 
equal claims upon the veneration 
and love of the people of God, whose 
peculiarities give rise to so many 
striking and lively associations, and 
which therefore are equally likely to 
survive the storms and tempests— 
the dangers and persecutions of 
successive generations. But this 
were matter of regret rather than of 
jov, if, instead of maintaining and 
perpetuating the doctrines, ministry 
and sacraments of the Reformation, 
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in their purest form, she should rivet 
the attachments of her people to 
false doctrines and dangerous cere- 
monies. 

But after having drawn the above 
character of our Liturgy, it cannot 
be unsafe to use the argument just 
advanced, or to insist that it furnishes 
precisely the barrier to Unitarian 
errors, which the situation of our 
country and the cause of truth re- 
quire to be erected. Never could 
this destructive heresy have found 
so few obstacles to its advances, as 
in those regions where its ravages 
have been most desolating, and more 
effectual restraints cannot be placed 
upon it than are provided in our dis- 
cipline and Liturgy. Without sub 
scribing to that which he believes to 
be a falsehood, and sealing his sub- 
scription-oath upon the holy sacra- 
ment—without using the plainest 
and strongest Trinitarian language 
every time he appears in the sacred 
desk, and putting on the most un- 
blushing mask of hypocrisy, no Uni- 
tarian can enter or continue in the 
ministry ofour Church. According- 
ly several instances have occurred 
in this country of persons desirous of 
taking that ministry upon them, who 
yet, having principle and honesty 
enough to profess that they could 
not subscribe our articles, or use our 
Liturgy, have, without a moment’s 
hesitation, been denied the most dis- 
tant approach to our altars, and are 
now disseminating their opinions, in 
a way better suited to their con- 
science and convenience. 

And if either minister or people, 
or minister and people together 
should embrace this awful heresy, 
there would be no delay in cutting 
them off altogether from our Church. 
In one very conspicuous case this 
has already been done. And though 
they retain the mutilated fragments, 
the lifeless, spiritless body of our 
forms, they neither profess them- 
selves to be, nor are in any sense 
Episcopalians. 
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In this respect it is impossible to 
speak too highly of the Episcopal 
Church. Were it for this reason 
alone, nothing could shake my at- 
tachment to it. On this ground I 
feel acquitted of the least desire to 
proselyte, whenI confess that it gives 
me the greatest joy to see her known, 
extended, and beloved. In these 
perilous times, I regard her as con- 
spicuously the Ark of God. Could 
I see her firmly established in those 
towns which have no _ ministers, 
where false doctrine in a thousand 
dreadful forms is so fearfully spread- 
ing, I should feel very differently for 
the future prospects of the spiritual 
Church, from what I now do; and 
most earnestly do I pray God, that 
our Church may stand in the gap, 
and stay the plague, and become 
the joy and the praise, not only of 
our country, but of the whole earth. 


For the Repertory. 


Mr. Eprror: I have long heard 
about Theological Seminaries and 
Education Societies, and indeed I 
believe they have formed one of 
these Societies in my neighbour- 
hood; (perhaps some of my daugh- 
ters are members of it, but I assure 
you it is without my knowledge or 
approbation.) I have taken your 
publication from its commencement, 
and have always found in it some- 
thing to my taste; but you have had 
too much concern with these chari- 
table institutions, that are fleecing 
our country, and soon other por- 
tions of the world will be put under 
contribution to relieve our wants 
and enlighten our ignorance. But 
I will come to the point, Mr. Edi- 
tor. 

In your last number, some writer 
who calls himself “Hooker,” again 
repeats the application for money in 
behalf of the establishment at Alex- 
andria. 

I am an inhabitant of the “An- 
cient Dominion,” and feel jealous 
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for the honour and interests of this 
fair portion of the United Common- 
wealth; but Iam past all patience 
from the frequent applications for 
support of your various societies and 
institutions If I were to give to 
every applicant, I should soon beg- 
gar myself and family. 

Mr. Editor, would you believe it, 
it is but a short time since, a young 
parson, fresh from some of your 
Theological Seminaries, paid me a 
visit to obtain money for a Semina- 
ry in New York!!! I was by no 
means in good humour at being 
treated thus. No, Sir, when I be- 
stow funds upon any Institution, I 
will look first to those of my own 
State and Diocess. And, but a few 
numbers past, you were wishing us 
to send money out to Ohio, to pay 
for land devoted to Theological 
purposes. I immediately inquired 
of my neighbour § , who was 
our delegate to Convention last year, 
if the Seminary at Alexandria had 
any land; and was informed that it 
had not so much as a play-ground. 
But I have wandered from the sub- 
ject. Mr. Editor, Iam opposed to 
these Seminaries and Societies alto- 
gether, 

If the Lord needs ministers, he 
can prepare and send them, without 
all this parade of Parent, and Auzx- 
iliary, and Sewing Societies. In- 
dividuals who are called by the Spi- 
rit, need not wait for the discipline 
of your modern schools. Yes, Sir, 
sound piety, strong sense, a good 
voice, and a thorough knowledge 
of the Buble, as translated and 
published under King James, will 
make a preacher good enough for 
me. I have heard your young the. 
ologians preach, and I would as 
soon listen to a chapter out of Con- 
fucius; it was all in an unknown 
tongue to me. 

If thev quote Scripture, they are 
not content with our translation; 
they will alter, or, as they term it, 
“improve it,” until all the force and 
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meaning are gone. And then they 
have so maby attitudes,—so much 
theatrical gesture—so much twist- 
ing, unnatural turning, and tuning 
of the voice, that I am really sick 
of your Theological Seminaries. *1 
wish to see that natural, simple 
manner, which always accompanies 
honest earnestness, and such a mans 
ner always does its work. The ar- 
tificial and affected style of these 
unfledged Theologians, is poor food 
for us plain countrvmen. We de 
not live upon dainties; give us 
something substantial, however plain 
and coarse) These men may be 
very learned, and great, and elo- 
quent; but what is all that to us, if 
we cannot understand their mean- 
ing? 

Now, Mr. Editor, I really wish 
you would change the title of your 
magazine; I do’nt like the word 
Theological, Suppose you call it 
The Churchman’s Repertory. It 
would sound much better, at least 
to my ears; and then exclude all 
communications that regard these 
Seminaries and Societies, and im 
their place give us something plain 
and practical, and, if you please, 
now and then a little controversy, 
so that you do not carry it too far. 
But when young men wish to pre- 
pare for preachers, let them study 
human nature, observe mankind at 
large, and look into our libraries. 
They will find learning enough there 
for every good purpose. 

Mr. Editor, you should send them 
into all the jails, and penitentiaries, 
and prisons, to learn the depravity 
of man; and also, they sh uld attend 
the courts of justice, and if they try 
their hand at pettifogging a little, so 
much the better. Pursue this plan, 
Sir, and you will not feel the need 
of Theological Seminaries. An 
able ministry will arise, who will 
know how to give to each a portion 
in due season. Plain, natural in 
their manners, and intelligible in 
their language, they will succeed m 
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building up Zion upon her strong 
foundations, and the gates of Hell 
shall not prevail against them. Such 
was the beloved pastor who made 
me a member of the Church of 
Christ, and, I humbly trust, a child 
of God. 1 always felt what he said; 
he was so earnest, so sincere, and so 
exemplary in his life He may no’ 
have known much about Hebrew 
and Mathematicks, and such kind 
of learning; but, Mr. Editor, he 
could repeat nearly one half of:our 
good English Bible from memory. 
He never wrote his sermons, Sir, 
and could always preach upon a 
moment’s warning. He is now, I 
firmly believe, a child of light, and 
a worshipper in the upper sanctua- 
ry. The ceep earnestness of his 
manner will never be effaced from 
my recollection. He seemed like a 
father in the midst of his beloved 
family; and, though he often had to 
rebuke and reprove, he always did 
it with so much affection and tender- 
ness, as to silence all gainsaying, and 
to win the heart of every member of 
his flock. Never, never shall I 
forget the last sermon he preached 
to us; but I must not dwell longer 
upon a character so dear to me. If 
you had known him, Mr. Editor, you 
would have loved him as we did.— 
At some future time, I will endea- 
vour to collect what facts I am able 
concerning him, and communicate 
them for your work, should you be 
so kind as to publish these feeble re- 
marks of your unworthy friend and 
humble servant, 
T y 8 d, 
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ON CHINESE WORSHIP, 
By Dr, Morrison. 

The objects which the Chinese 
worship, are, the visible heavens, the 
earth, the sun, the moon, the stars, 
ursa major, &c.; spirits of mountains, 
hills, rivers, thunder, lightning, wind, 
rain, fire, &c.; the shades of manes, 








or departed spirits of parents, of 





virgins, of heroes, teachers, foupders 
of benevolent establishments, inven- 
tors of useful arts, &c.; rude pieces 
of stone or rock, a tablet with a name 
of some worthy written onit. Those 
objects of worship between the first 
and the last named in the preceding 
sentence, are generally represented 
by images or idols, which are made 
of wood, of stone, of clay, or of met- 
al, and generally gilded. The idol, 
before being dedicated, is a mere 
piece of goods in the idol-maker’s 
shop; but after the rite of dedication, 
which consists chiefly in touching 
the idol’s eye with blood, the image 
is considered sacred. Not only are 
the temples richly supplied with 
idols, but every street, and shop, and 
house, and boat, is furnished with an 
idol. In shops, a niche in the wall 
is often the seat or shrine of the im- 
age, before which are placed candles 
and incense, and libations of wine, or 
cups of tea; at other times, in a con- 
spicuous place, a box-like shrine, 
with an image of the god of wealth, 
meets the eye on entering a shop, or 
even in passing along the streets. 
The Puaces in which the people 
worship are the offen air, whither 
they bring out a table to serve the 
purposes of an altar, on which they 
place candles (which are painted and 
made on purpose, and called, from 
their use, divine candles,) and in- 
cense and sometimes offerings and 
sacrifices. Before these altars, they 
kneel down and worship. Heaven 
and earth are commonly worship- 
ped in this way. They worship al- 
so at graves, which are generally on 
the side of a hill; they worship in 
halls or domestic chapels, dedicated 
to the spirit of their acestors, whose 
names are written on tablets; they 
worship in chapels dedicated to wor- 
thies of local interest,—a sort of 
Westminister Abbey, where eminent 
men, who have deserved well of their 
country, and of whom the township 
is proud, have tablets dedicated to 
them. This is a high honorary dig- 
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nity, for which the imperial sanction 
is necessary, and to attain which by 
unfair means, is a high crime. In 
Canton, a few years ago, a poor shon- 
man, who made locks, rose to be an 
affluent merchant, and his ambitious 
sons (some of whom were in the 
army, and by money had obtained a 
place in the imperial guards,) en- 
deavoured to have their deceased 
father’s tablet entered among the 
village worthies; but the educated 
gentry raised such a violent opposi- 
tion, that his Majesty withdrew his 
consent, and threatened death to the 
military son, for having imposed on 
his sovereign. The trembling cul- 
prit, who shed tears on his knees in 
the prospect of death, having sub- 
mitted to an immense expense, to 
soften down the local governor and 
magistrates, escaped with his life, 
and the ignominy of having his father 
driven from the society of the deified 
worthies. 

The Chinese worship idols in pri- 
vate rooms, where the idol god or 
goddess is encased in glass, to keep 
it clean. They worship in ‘temples, 
not as a congregation, but every in- 
dividual or family apart; and they 
worship at the doors of their shops 
or houses, and in the corners of the 
streets; also in boats and ships, when 
they pass some temple, or danger- 
ous part of the navigation. 

The Timgs of worship are usually 
morning and evening, the new and 
the full moon, at the summer and 
winter solstices, and at the new year; 
beginning at the moment of the 
moon’s change, even if that should 


occur in the middle of the night. | 


These are the stated times, but they 
have a sort of worship at marriages 
and funerals, and whenever individu- 
als please. ‘They observe no seventh 
day, no Sabbath or Sunday. 

The Manner, as will appear from 
the places, is either public or private. 
The worship consists of fasting, of 
mental prayer, but mostly of the 
burning of incense, in the form of 








fragrant matches, from nine to 
twelve inches long. They sacrifice 
cows, and sheep, and swine, and 
fowls, and fish; and they present as 
offerings, fruits and show-bread, and 
libations of spirituous liquors.” 
They worship standing, and mak- 
ing three motions with the hands 


joined and uplifted before the breast. 


They kneel, and bow down the head 
till the brow strikes the ground soft- 
ly, or forcibly, till the blood flows 
according to the zeal of the worship- 
per, and they knock the forehead on 
the earth either three, or six, or nine 
times, according to the dignity of the 
object of worship; or keep the brow 
touching the ground, whilst they 
mutter prayer, longer or shorter, 
according to the intenseness of feel- 
ing or devotion. 

The Persons who worship are the 
chief magistrates, his imperial Ma- 
jesty, or his uncles, or brothers, or 
sons, for him, by a sort of proxy; 
governors, and judges, and district 
officers who are called “Father and 
Mother,” or parental officers; next 
the heads of families—generally by 
themselves, unaccompanied by their 
wives or children; sometimes, in 
public temples, the men take their 
sons and the women their daughters 
with them, to worship the idols; but 
children are not generally taught to 
pray or worship. ‘They have no 
family social worship; but some- 
bedy, a servant boy, or a son, or any 
body old or young, the most useless 
person in the family, ignites the 
morning and evening incense- 
matches, and makes his three bows 
standing. 

When grand processions are given 
to the idols, the gentry of the whole 
neighbourhood assemble to do hon- 
our to the gods, and then take a sort 
of social part in reciting alternately 
prayers aud praises. 

In China, the Roman Catholics 
make the image of St. Francis go in 
solemn procession through the 
streets of Macao, to visit the image 
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of St. Anthony, accompanied by 
drums and fifes, and soldiers and 
priests; and in the same streets, the 
pagan Chinese carry in proud pro- 
cession the goddess ‘Kawanwin, and 
a long train of attendant deified war- 
riors and champions, and sylvan 
nymphs and virgins, with banners 
and streamers, and flutes and trump- 
ets, and drums, and gongs, and gun- 
powder, crackers, and rockets, kc. 

A large portion of Chinese reli- 
gious worship consists in prayers 
and in masses for the dead, whether 
recently or long since departed; 
whether nearly related or only fel- 
low countrymen, who may have died 
without any posterity to sacrifice at 
their tombs or pray for them. 

Throughout the whole of the Chi- 
nese worship, there does not appear 
to be the least allusion to substitution, 
atonement, or mediation. The sa- 
viours, or benevolent gods, have a 
certain power, and exercise it; but 
they do not atone for the offender, 
ner mediate and plead with a superi- 
or supreme god. The ministers of 
government, in the empire of the uni- 
verse, do indeed consult, and propose 
certain measures to the sanction of 
the highest authority, after the 
fashion of the Chinese monarchy; 
but such interference has little re- 
semblance to the doctrine of media- 
tion, as entertained inthe west. The 
whole onus rests on man himself; he 
is self-righteous, self-saved, self-dei- 
hed. 

[i 
ABYSSINIAN CHURCH. 
[From the Methodist Magazine.} 

I have lately read a small volume, 
entitled “The late travels of S. Gia- 
como Baratti, an Italian gentleman, 
in the countries of the Abyssinians;”’ 
and have been much gratified to 
learn, that though the church of 
Abyssinia is by no means free from 
error, yet she has kept pure many 
of the articles of the faith once de- 
livered to the saints, and is much 
hearer the truth in some things than 








the church which claims the high 
prerogative of infallibility. 

From the statements of this travel- 
ler it appears that the Christians of 
Abyssinia practice infant baptism; 
that the people receive the euchar- 
ist, according to apostolic usage, in 
both kinds; and that they have such 
respect for their houses of public 
worship as not to suffer any dogs 
in them, nor any spitting about the 
floor. It would not be amiss if the 
Americans would imitate them in 
this latter particular. 

Since the first efforts of the pope 
to bring them under his jurisdiction, 
they have added a number of ar- 
ticles to their public confession; 
among other things, they profess to 
believe that, though the virgin mo- 
ther of our Lord is to be respected, 
yet she is not to be worshipped or 
prayed unto; that though Peter was 
the first of the apostles, yet he had 
no greater power than the other 
apostles—and the rock on which 
Christ said he would build his church 
was not Peter, but the ¢rue faith 
which was contained in Peter’s con- 
fession—“Thou art the Christ of 
God;”’ that though martyrs, saints, 
and angels are deserving of venera- 
tion and respect, yet they are not 
to be worshipped or prayed unto; 
that though we may confess our sins 
unto ministers, yet it is not that they 
may absolve us from sin, but that 
they may assist us by their counsel 
and prayers; and that, though there 
may be a place which is neither 
heaven nor hell, to which less re- 
generate souls may go, yet there is 
no salvation but by the blood of Je- 
sus Christ, which cleanses from all 
sin without any other assistance; and 
that we are not to trust to the preten- 
ded merit of saints, for they were but 
sinful, as all others are. 

But what has given me_ the 
greatest pleasure in reading this 
small volume is the clearness and 
firmness with which the Abyssinian 
Christians express themselves on 
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the Scriptural doctrine of the Tri- 
nity. With your permission I will 
present your numerous readers with 
ap extract from the public coufes- 
sion of the Abyssinians: It may 
serve to show that a church which 
has not been corrupted by modern 
refinements in theology, neverthe- 
less holds to the glorious doctrine 
of the trinity of the blessed Jeho- 
vah. 

«We believe in the name of the 
Holy Trinity—the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, who are but g7e 
Lord—three names and but one 
Divinity, three faces and but one 
similitude. ‘The conjunction of the 
persons is equal in the Divinity, for 
there is but one kingdom, one throne, 
one Judge, one charity, one word, 
and one Spirit: the word of the Fa- 
ther and of the Son, and the word 
of the Holy Ghost and of the Son, 
is the same word. The word with 
God, and with the Holy Ghost, and 
with himself, is the Son of the Fa- 
ther; and is from the Father without 
any deficiency or division—without 
any beginning he was the Son, with- 
out mother; no person can know the 
mystery of this filiation but the I*a- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Now this Son was in the beginning 
the word, and this word was the word 
with God, and the word was God. 
The Spirit of the Father, the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of the Son, is the 
same Divine Spirit: the Holy Spirit 
is without diminution or increase: 
this Divine Spirit, the Comforter, is 
the living God: he proceeds from 
the Father and the Son,—he spoke 
by the mouth of the prophets, and 
he descended in flames of fire upon 
the apostles. The Father is not the 
first because he is the Father,—nor 
the Son the last, because he is the 
Son,—nor the Holy Ghost either 
the first or thelast. They are three 
fersons, and but one God, who sees 
all, and is seen of none; and who 
has created all things bv his counsel 
and power. ‘The Son with the con- 





a 








sent of the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, became incarnate. He was 
a just man, and without sin: perfect 
God, and perfect man, being but 
one person. As man he walked, 
sweated, hungered, thirsted, wept, 
bled, and died; and as God, he 
restored sight to the blind, healed 
the diseased, cleansed the lepers, 
raised the dead, atid by his owx 
fower triumphed over death, by 
raising himself from the dead.” 


ANECDOTE 
Of the French Revolution, from an eye- 
witness. 

That the crimes of the French 
Revolution were maiily to be attri- 
buted to the infidel and_ irreligious 
opinions, which had _ been industri- 
ously propagated by Voltaire, and 
other writers of the same school, is 
now a matter of history. It» were 
in vain to attempt to trace to the 
pure love of civil liberty, the un- 
heard of cruelties and massacres 
which were committed under her 
name. These can only be referred 
to the deistical and atheistical no- 
tions, which denied Revelation, set 
up the goddess of Reason as the 
idol of popular worship, declared 
Death an everlasting sleep, and 
stripped man at once of immortality 
and future accountability. 

It will be remembered, that in 
1792, when the approach of the 
Prussians had spread an alarm in 
Paris, a meeting of the populace 
was called by Robesnierre, Danton, 
Marat, and others of the most san- 
guinary and atrocious character, in 
the Champ de Mars. Here it was 
resolved, that “the domestic foes of 
the nation ought to be destroyed be- 
fore its foreign enemies were at- 
tacked.” 

Accordingly, parties of armed 
men, infuriate and thirsty for blood, 
proceeded to the prisons, where the 
non-juring clergy, the Swiss officers, 
and other State prisoners, confined 
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since the 10th of August, were in 
eustody ‘They were taken out, one 
by one, and afier a kind of mock 
trial, some few being acquitted, the 
rest were murdered. The massa- 
cre lasted for two days, and more 
than 1000 persons were put to 
death, Among these was the beau- 
tiful and accomplished Princess 
Lamballe. She was taken from he: 
bed, and carried before this bloody 
tribunal, massacred,. and her head 
carried by the populace to the 
Temple, to be seen by the Queen, 
whose friend she was! 

It was on the evening of the se- 
cond day which had witnessed this 
dreadful carnage, that a number of 
the Royalists, male and female, 
sought an asylum in a mansion, once 
the scene of revelry and gaiety—now 
of sadness and terior. Tiere were 
assembled many of the soidisant 
philosophers, and many who had 
been deluded by them. Among 
the former, was Monsieur A***, 
distinguished not less by his learn- 
ing and talents, than by his licen- 
tious, yet sprightly sallies, at the ex- 
pense of every thing sacred. But 
now, even the facetious Monsieur 
A. was mute. All was silence and 
despair. At length, Mademoiselle 
C., a young lady celebrated at Court 
for her personal charms and general 
amlableness of character—who had 
been seduced from the religious 
ptinciples which at an earlier age 
had been too faintly impressed on 
her mind—advancing towards Mon- 
sieur A., and throwing herself on 
the floor, exclaimed, with a piercing 
shriek, “OA! give me back my 
God!” The company immediately 
dispersed. 

What a theme is here for medita- 
tion'—[ Church Register. 





“A most memorable circum- 
stance occurred upon the robbing 
efa Church at Lisbon: the wafers 
Were missing: of course the city was 
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an uproar, and the court in 
mourning. During this period of 
public calamity, a Priest passing by 
a drove of oxen in one of the public 
streets, saw the foremost beast fall 
upon his knees. He leaped tor- 
ward, and stooping to the ground, 
produced a wafer! Clear and im- 
maculate, though the streets were 
dirty. A miracle was immediately 
shouted, the miraculous host was 
conveyed to the nearest Church, 
the driver and his oxen stopt, and 
high mass celebrated upon the oc- 
casion. The Priest and the driver 
were pensioned for the unfortunate 
miracle; and even the oxen pur- 
chased, and turned out to be pas- 
tured tor life at the public ex- 
pense.”’—Southey’s Letters from 
Spain and Portugal. 





To the Editor of the Repertory. 
“Omne tulit punctum, qui miscuit 
Horace. 

Rev. Sir, 

Considering the poetical de- 
partment of a literary or religious 
periodical publication as by ne means 
the least interesting, especially when 
made the vehicle of pious instruc- 


| tion, and conceiving the enclosed as 
calculated to answer this important 


purpose, I have transcribed it for 


your valuable Miscellany. Itis de- 
signed to represent the reluctance 


“with which the various classes of 


mankind approach “that bourne 


from which no traveller returns,” 


and pathetically expresses the re- 
flections ofa pious character among 


the tombs, founded on the inquiry 


| 
| 
| 


| 


of St. Peter at the resplendent trans- 
figuration of bis acorable Redeem- 
er. Though it may not exhibit the 
genius of a Gray, the sublimity of a 
Young, or the affecting pathos ofa 
Hervey, still it cannot fail to recom- 
mend itself by its affecting simplici- 
ty, and its evident tendency to pros 
mote the cause of Godliness. I 
must acknowledge myself an ad- 
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mirer of fugitive compositions, they’ 
frequently attract attention where 
more extensive works create alarm 
by their size, and they sometimes 
produce the most lasting impres- 
sions; like the bow drawn at a ven- 
ture, they may pierce deep and in- 
flict the wounds of conviction.— 
Should this little piece render but 
one individual less anxious for pre- 
sent enjoyments, and more ardent 
to “seek those things which are 
above,”’ it will prove an ample com- 
pensation for the trouble of transcri- 
bing. It was written in the Church 
yard of Richmond, in Yorkshire, 
(England) by Herbert Knowles, who 
died Feb. 17, 1817—aged 19 years. 
Yours respectfully, 
CaTHOLicus. 


“It is good for us to be here: if thou 
wilt, let us make three tabernacles, one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias ’—Matt. xvii. 4 


Methinks it is good to be here: 
If thou wilt, let us build—but for 
whom? 
Nor Elias, nor Moses appear; 
But the shadows of eve that encompass 
the gloom, 
The abode of the dead, and the place of 
the tomb. 


Shall we build to Ambition? Oh, no! 
Affrighted, he shrinketh away; 
For see! they would pin him below, 
To a small narrow cave, and begirt him 
with cold clay, 
To the meanest of reptiles, a sneer and a 


prey! 


To Beauty? Ah, no!—she forgets 
The charms which she wielded before, 
Nor knows the foul worm, that he frets 
The skin which but yesterday fools could 
adore, 
For the smoothness it held, or the tint 
which it wore, 


Shall we build to the purple of pride? 
The trappings which diz’n the proud! 
Alas! they are all laid aside— 
And here’s neither dress nor adornment 
allow’d, 
But the long winding-sheet and the 
fringe of the shroud! 
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To riches? Alas! ’tis in vain— 
Who hid, in their turns have been hid, 
The treasures are squander’d again— 
And here, in the grave, are all metals 
forbid, 
But the tinsel that shone on the dark 
coffin lid. 


cy 


Tothe pleasures which mirth can af- 
ford— 
The revel, the laugh, and the jeer? 
Ah! here is a plentiful board! 
But the guests are all mute as their pitt. 
ful cheer, 
And none but the worm is a reveller 
here! 


Shall we build to affection and love? 
Ah, no! they have wither’d and died, 
Or fled with the spirit above— 
Friends, brothers, and sisters, are laid 
side by side, 
Yet, none have saluted, and none have 
replied! 


Unto sorrow? The dead cannot grieve; 
Nor a sob, nor a sigh meets my ear; 
Which compassion itself could relieve; 
Ah! sweetly they slumber, nor hope, 
love, nor fear— 
Peace, peace, is the watch-word, the on- 
ly one here! 


Unto Death, to whom monarchs must 
bow? 
Ah, no! for his empire is known, 
And here there are trophies enow! 
Beneath, the cold dead! and around, the 
dark stone! 
Are the signs of a sceptre, that none 
can disown! 


The first tabernacle to Hope we will! 

build; 

And look for the sleepers around us to 
rise! 

The second to Faith, which ensures it 
fulfill’d, 

And the third to the Lamé of the grea‘ 
sacrifice, 

Who bequeathed us them both, wher 
he rose to the skies, 





From the Philadelphia Recorder. 


‘I WOULD NOT LIVE ALWAY.’ 


I WOULD NOT LIVE ALWAY— 0, 
no, holy man— 

Not a day, not an hour should lengthen 
my span; 
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The few lurid mornings that dawn on us 
here 

Are enough for life’s woes, full enough 
for its cheer. 

Would I not go the path which the 
prophets of God, 

Apostles and Martyrs, so joyfully trod? 

While brethren and friends are all 
hastening home, 

Like a spirit unblest o’er the earth would 
I roam? 


1 WOULD NOT LIVE ALWAY—! ask 
not to stay, : 

Where storm after storm rises dark o’er 
the way; 

Where seeking for peace, we but hover 
around 

Like the Patriarch’s bird—and no resting 
is found— 

Where Hope, when she paints her gay 
bow in the air, 

Leaves its brilliance to fade in the night 
of despair, 

And joy’s fleeting angel ne’er sheds a 
glad ray, 

Save the gleam of the plumage that bears 
him away. 

* 

I WOULD NOT LIVE ALWAY—thus 
fetter’d by sin; 

Temptation without and _ corruption 
within: [chain, 

In a moment of. strength, if I sever the 

Scarce the victory’s mine than I’m cap- 
tive again. 

E’en the rapture of pardon is mingled 
with fears, 

And my cup of thanksgiving with peni- 
tent tears. [song's, 

The festival trump calls for jubilant 

-But my spirit her own miserere prolongs. 


I WOULD NOT LIVE ALWAY—no, 
welcome the tomb; 


COMPLAINING. 
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'Immortality’s lamp burns there bright 
*mid the gloom; 

There too is the pillow where Christ 
bow’d his head— 

Sweet, sweet be my slumbers on that 
holy bed. 

But sweeter the morn Which shall follow 
that night, 

When the sunrise of glory shall beam on 
my sight, 

When the full matin-song as the sleepers 
arise 

To hail the blest morning shall peal thro’ 
the skies. 


WHO, WHO WOULD LIVE ALWAY— 
away from his God, 

Away from yon heav’n that blissful 
abode, 

Where the rivers of pleasure flow o’er 
the bright plains, 

And the noontide of glory eternally 


reigns; 
Where the saints of all ages in harmony 


Their God and each other transported to 

While the anthems of rapture unceasing- 
ly roll, 

And the smile of the Lord is the feast of 
the soul? 


That heavenly music! What is it I hear? 

The notes of the harpers ring sweet in 
the air; 

And see, soft unfolding those portals of 
gold! 

The king all array’d in his beauty be- 
hold! 

O give me; O give me the wings of a 
dove— 

Let me hasten my flight to that palace 
above: 

Yea, ’tisnow that my soul on glad pinions 
would soar, 





And in ecstacy bid earth adieu evermore 


COMPLAINING. 

Superficial religionists should be aware of the great difference detween 
complaining of themselves and real humility. The one is the repentance 
of the tongue, the other of the heart. We cannot indeed say that there is 
no sincerity where is some ostentation; but we may confidently affirm that 
ostentation is no part of sincerity. Some people are always condemning 
themselves, complaining of their wicked hearts; and this is their religion. 
The answer of Whitefield to such a person, on a certain occasion, was ad- 
mirable. A man reputedly very pious, perhaps really so, was once com- 
plaining to him of his own heart. What a sinner I am—how little do I 
frofit under preaching—at what distance do I live from God! &c.— 
W hitefield heard him for a while, and then replied,—My dear sir, do you 
really believe all this? for if you do, you had much better confess it to 
God, than display it to me. [Chrs. Spec. 
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REVIEW OF A PLEA FOR SEAMEN. 


JUNK, 


Licvhicw. 


A Plea for Seamen. A Sermon preach- 
ed on the oggasion of a collection in 
aid of the fants of the seamen’s Union 
Bethel Society, in St. Peter’s Church, 
Baltimore, on the evening of the 19th 
February, 1826 By J. P K. Hew- 
saaw, Rector of said Church. Balti- 
more, 1826. 


The Sermon whose title we have 
placed at the head of this article. 
is one of the many which have 
been called forth bv those benevo- 
lent institutions, which are so hap 
pily characteristic of the present 
age. It is from the pen of one 
already known to the public as an 
able advocate for the cause of re- 
ligion and humanity. The reason 
assigned for his giving to the 
world the present discourse, is the 
rejuest of the Society before which 
it was delivered. Similar requests 
are too ofien made from courtesy, 
and we regret to say, are too often 
complied with, but perhaps for a 
better reason. Circumstances fre- 
quently attend the delivery of a 
discourse, which give it an inter- 
est far beyond what it can have 
when presented to the dispassion- 
ate reader, unaccompanied by this 
extraneous recommendation. But 
the sermon now before us, treats 
of a subject so seldom presented 
before the public, that it requires 
but little apology for its publica 
tion. Feeling. ourselves, that the 
cause of seamen demands all the 
attention which is claimed for it 
by the reverend writer who stands 
forth as its advocate, we take this 
opportunity of presenting it to the 
notice of our readers, by calling 
their attention to the discourse 
whose title we have given them. 

The words, upon which the wri- 
ter has founded his remarks, are 
from Isaiah, 9th chapter and part 
of the 5th verse— The abundance 
of the sea shull be converted to thee.” 





| 


' selves — possessed of 


He first presents “the claims which 
seamen have upon the Christian 
public.” 

“They are immortal beings, like our- 
deathless souls, 
which will exist forever in a state of in- 
conceivable bliss, or unutterable woe. 
That they are destined to the same bar 


of judgment with the rest of mankind— 
must be tried by the same rule—and be 
sentenced by the lips of the common 
‘Judge, to Heaven or Hell, according to 


the charactcrs they have fornied = on 


-earth, and the deeds done in the body.” 


To the objection that “their sin- 
fulness is of a peculiarly deep and 


-ageravated character,” he answers, 


| 


| power; 


“This objection may have weight with 
those who believe that their reformation 
depends upon human ingenuity and 
but how quickly does it vanish 


and disappear, before that precious 


declaration of Gospel truth, “salvation is 





| excessively 


of God!” Cannot the bloo@ of Jesus 
Christ cleanse from all sin? Cannot the 
mighty power of the Holy Ghost subdue 
the most rebellious will, and sanctify the 
most polluted heart? The objection 
which the world offers, therefore, proves 
an incentive and encouragement to the 
mind of the christian. As well might it 
be said that we should bestow no alms, 
und make no efforts to relieve the suffer- 
ings ot a fellow creature, because he is 
poor—as that we should 
make no attempts to save him, because 
he is excessively sinful.” 

Another consideration upon 
which he grounds the claims of 
seamen to Christian charity, is 
t' at their moral interests have been 
peculiarly and shamefully neglect- 
ed.” 

“They are, during three-fourths of 
their time, separated from home and 


_kindred—from all that is improving and 





| 


refining in domestic life—and, what is 
more lamentable, from all the public and 
social means of grace. To them no holy 
Sabbath marks the revolution of the 
week, by its welcome offer of repose for 
the body, and instruction for the soul. 
They are never called to bend the knee 
in common prayer to our common Father 
in Heaven, nor to unite their voices in the 
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social hymn of praise. 
of peace proclaims in their ears, the joy- 
ful tidings of redeeming love.” 

The following extract contains 
too much of truth to be grateful to 
the feelings of those who are dis- 
posed to attach the highest possi- 
bie value to the little charity which 
they bestow. In truth, it contains 
but little that can flatter the most 
benevolent, 


“Might we not reasonably presume, 
that the case of men thus excluded, by 


their occupation, during three-fourths of 


their time, from the privileges of the 
gospel ministry, and the most valuable 
means of grace;—would awaken feelings 
of the most tender compassion in the 
minds of all who know the value of the 
human soul—the imminent danger to 
which it is exposed on the one hand, and 
the eternal joys to which it is invited on 
the other? Should we not naturally be 
led to expect, that all whose hearts burn 
with love to Christ, and benevolence to 
mankind, would be anxious to bring every 
means of grace to bear with peculiar in- 


No ambassador | 


> 


tensity and force upon these neglected | 
fellow creatures, during the briet portion | 


of time that they can be subjected to 
their influence? 
is the fact? 


But, alas! how different | 
Till within these few years | 


past, an entire ind.fference and apathy | 


on this subject prevailed. The poor 
Seamen arrived on our shores— and, so 


far from being surrounded by the agents | 


of benevolence and friends of rel gion 


who desire to promote their temporal and | 


eternal welfare;—they were seized by 
harpies—dragged to the haunts of dis- 
sipation and vice—and like the poor 
man who fell among thieves, “stripped, 
wounded, and left half dead;’’—and the 
friends of humanity and religion, as if ut 
terly forgetful of their duties, like the 
Priest and Levite in the parable, left 
them to the mercy of their tormentors 
and ‘passed by on the other side!? Can 
we wonder then at the low state of reli- 
gion and morals among Seamen— when 
no man cared for their souls? When no 
counsellors appeared to instruct them in 
the knowledge of God—and no kind 
friends took them by the hand to lead 
them in the way of life?— Must not a part 
of the guilt be laid at our doors? Have 
they not a strong claim to our compas- 
sion and _benevolence,—-grounded upon 
our former insensibility to their misery 
and neglect of their true interests? Is it 
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not time that we began in earnest to 
play the part of the good Samaritan?” 

They have claims upon our gra- 
titude. 

“lo the Seamen we are indebted for 
many of our comforts and almost all our 
luxuries. They commit thenselves to 
the perils of the deep, brave the storm 
and the tempest, and visit foreign 
climes,--for the purpose of supplying 
delicacies for our tables, ornaments for 
our persons, books for our libraries, and 
decorations for our dwellings --W hen 
feasting upon imported luxuries--when 
clothed in purple or fine linen— when 
admiring your splendid and _ finely 
wrought articles of furniture, or enrich- 
ing your nunds with the treasures of 
foreign genius and science—think of the 
claims of the poor sailor, by whose toil 
and exposure, these things have been 
procured for you Oe oe 
where is our boasted patriotism if we 
make no acknowledgnents to those 
who have been the supporters and de- 
fenders of our coun‘ry’s rights and liber- 
ties? Where are our principles of justice 
and honour--if we offer no return of 
benefits to those who have so largely 
contributed to our prosperity and 
wealth?” 

“if they have administered to us in 
temporal things,-—what better return can 
we make than by administering to them 
in spiritual things? How can we more 
effectually discharge our debt—than by 
labouring to elevate their characters,— 
to purify their principles, and to lead 
them to a knowledge of that blessed re- 
ligion which will comfort them under 
the heavy trials incident to their vocation 
in life--support them in the hour of 
death—and prepare them for exalted and 
perfect happiness in the ages of eternity 
to come?”’ 


The second head of the discourse 
is occupied in “pointing out som 
of the means which must be used 
for the attainment of this end.” 


“They must have the Word of life, 
and other books of religious instruction, 
put into their hands--And if any of 
them have not education enough te 
profit by the gift, Sunday Schools should 
be instituted especially for their benefit, 
in which they should be taught to read 
for themselves the wonderful works of 
God.--Not a ship should sail from a 
Christian port without a supply of Bidles 
and eligious Tracts. In the hours of 
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loneliness and weariness incident to a 
voyage, the most negligent and harden- 
ed, might be led to take up a Tract and 
read it, from motives of curiosity or 
amuseinent—-or for want of other em- 
ployment. And that Tract, before con- 
temned and ridiculed, might be the in- 
strument in the hands of the Holy Spirit 
of arresting the attention of the sinner— 
of opening his mind to perceive the re- 
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alities of an eternal world——and Teading | 


him as a trembling penitent to the foot 
of the Cross.—There are times in every 
Seaman’s life—-when, by the force of 
outward circumstances, he must be led 


to reflect on God, the soul and eternity.” | 
“Many are the authentic instances on | 


record, in which, when afar off upon the 
bosom of the ocean, the Bible or the 
Tract, has proved to guilty and perish- 
ing Mariners, the power of God unto 
Salvation. 

“But after all, the great work of pro- 


moting the religious improvement of | 
Seamen, is, under God, dependent for | 


success, upon the efforts that are made 
on their behalf during the small portion 
of time that they spend on shore.— 
They must be brought under the merali- 
zing and sanctifying influence of the 


social means of grace. Christian friends, 


who are interested for their welfare and 
desirous of their salvation, must take 
them by the hand and say “come, go 
with us and we will do you good.” By 
persuasion and entreaty, they must be 
ied to places where “prayer is wont to 
be made:’—they must be encouraged to 
bear their part in exercises of devotion; 
and be brought under the sound of that 
Gospel, which the Lord eminently owns 
and blesses, as his appointed means of 
leading sinners to repentance, and saving 
souls from death.” 


In the third and last division, is 
presented a cursory view of the en- 
couragements to zeal and persever- 
ance in behalf of this portion of 
the great family of man. The sen- 
timent contained in the following 
extract deserves to stand in bold 
relief. The castes of India cannot 
prove a more formidable impedi- 
ment to the progress of Christia- 
nity in that bigoted country, than 
the ungodly lives of sailors, who, 
going from Christian lands, are 
supposed to represent the Chris- 
tian character, when they have co- 
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pied from the Bible nothing but 
those words which they ungrate- 
fully pervert into the language of 
blasphemy. 


“Are we told that ‘all shall know the 
' Lord from the least to the greatest”— we 
‘are certain that Seamen are included in 
the general promise -and we are per- 
haps justified in supposing that they 
have a primary and peculiar interest in 
it; as it is easy to conceive, that their 
conversion mould have an important in- 
fluence in advancing the cause of the 
Gospel, and promoting the conversion of 
the Heathen nations whom they might 
visit. As Missionaries have often re- 
marked that the ungodliness and immor- 
ality of Sailors from Christian countries, 
impede their usefulness, and furnish the 
Heathen with arguments against the 
Gospel—so, on the supposition that they 
were pious,—their humble, holy and 
benevolent lives, would aid the work ef 
the embassadors of the cross:— Wherever 
they went, they would be ‘the Epistles 
of Christ known and read of all men— 
written not with ink but with the spirit 
of the living God ’—The purity and use- 








| fulness of their lives would be a striking 


'and powerful recommendation of the 
Gospel to all unbelievers among whom 
‘they sojourned. And as our Saviour at 
| the commencement of his public work, 
| travelled along the shores of Tiberias, 
‘and called sea-faring men from their 
| ships and their fishing nets, to be witnes- 
' ses of histruth and ministers of his reli- 
| gion:—Who can tell but He may in the 
_last days choose men of the same avoca- 
| tions, to be his witnesses in distant coun- 


tries, and ‘make them fishers of men?” 


The “Bethel Flag’’ was erected 
for the first time in the year 1817. 
What has resulted from such a be- 
ginning, may be learned, in part, 
from the following statement con- 
tained in a note appended to the 
sermon before us. 


“It is stated that there are fifteen 
hundred vessels, averaging ten men each, 
engaged in the British coal trade, making 
in all fifteen thousand souls. It has been 
ascertained that one third of this number 
have, by the use of means, during the last 
eight years, become reformed and pray- 
ingmen. This statement is well authen- 
ticated. So glorious a fact as this re- 
quires no comment. It has been repeat- 
edly stated that more than this number 
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of Seamen have been hopefully reformed 
during the like periodin London. * * 
We are informed, says the Editor of the 
Mariner’s Magazine, that among the Sea- 
men employed in the Codtishery, a most 
happy change has been effected within a 
few years. The proportion of praying souls 
among them, it is said, is equal to that 
among the same number of Farmers in any 
favoured section of Connecticut. Truly 
the Lord is about to do great things 
among Seamen: verily ‘the abundance of 
the sea shall be converted unto him.’” 


No encouragement can be want- 
ing when success like this attends 
the little exertion which has been 
made in favour of seamen. Even 
those whose bad philosophy and 
worse theology would keep them 
waiting until success has been al- 
ready obtained before they embark 
in any benevolent enterprise, must 
now seek for some other quietus to 
the chidings of conscience, if they 
suffer such an opportunity of do- 
ing good to pass unheeded. 

The sermon which we have been 
considering bears evident marks of 
having been composed, as is stat- 
ed in the letter to the committee 
soliciting its publication, “hastily 
and solely with a view to delivery 
from the pulpit.” This sufficient- 
ly accounts for the loose manner 
of its composition: but when the 
writer altered his purpose, and 
consented to its appearing in print, 
it was a duty which he owed to the 
public as well as to himself, to re- 
vise and condense it. That loose- 
ness of style which is not inappro- 
priate to the pulpit, ought not to 
be countenanced in a printed dis- 
course. Attention to this is the 
more important, as the press is 
constantly teeming with produc- 
tions which few have the leisure or 
the disposition toread. Although 
the sermon before us does not pos- 
sess the high merit of some of the 
former discourses of the same wri- 
ter, it has many beauties, as we 
think is sufficiently evinced by the 
extracts which we have made, and 


UTILITY OF SUMMARIES OF SCRIPTURE TRUTH. 








487 


we would recommend it, together 
with the cause which it pleads, to 
the attention of our readers. But 
to be just to themselves and the 
interests which they espouse, wri- 
ters have need to be cautious, or 
the preponderance of the worth- 
less over the good will consign 
publications truly valuable, to that 
neglect which others have merited. 


A Few Brief Letters to a Gentleman 
of New York, in relation to Dr. Miller’s 
Letter to a Gentleman of Baltimore, in 
reference to the case of the Rev. Mr. 
Duncan; by a Presbyterian. New York. 

A Reply to Dr. Miller’s Letter to a 
Gentlemen of Baltimore; by John M. 
Duncan. 

Also, a Discourse on the official rela- 
tions of New Testament Elders; by the 
same author. 


We have kept aloof from this 
warm and protracted controversy; 
feeling assured that the learning 
and talents of those engaged in the 
defence of the truth, are abundant- 
ly adequate to the work they have 
undertaken; and we should have 
remained silent now, were we not 
desirous of relating a fact which 
appears to us worth volumes of 
argument. A child, at the age of 
seven years, while studying and 
repeating the Catechism of his 
Church, was deeply impressed by 
the truths he learned, became a 
fervent suppliant at the throne of 
grace, was hopefully renewed in 
the spirit of his mind, and to the 
end of his life lived agreeably to 
this beginning. 

This fact recently occurred un- 
der our own observation, and ma- 
ny similar ones might be collect- 
ed. Summaries of Scripture truth 
are thus approved by the Great 
Author of all truth, and made ef- 
fectual to the salvation of his sin. 
ful creatures. 
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Literary and Yollosophtcal XuteWigenee. 


We solicit the attention of our readers 
to the valuable sermon of De Superville, 
which forms the second article in our 
present number. This isa discourse of 
singular excellence, and we hope it may 
produce a deep and permanent impres- 
sion. The simplicity and ease of the 
style, the interest of the subject, and the 
strong and striking views of Divine truth 
and eternal things which it exhibits, will 
commend it to the warm approbation of 
allreaders of good taste and true piety. 

The lranslator wishes the Editors of 
the Repertory to act the part of “gentle- 
men ushers” to the Sermons of De Super- 
ville, which he designs to publish. We 
Can only say, the specimens already given 
are strongly indicative of the elevated in- 
tellectual and moral character of the au- 
thor. We should be glad to see his wri- 
tings extensively circulated, and cordial- 
ly recommend them to the patronage and 
perusal of our ‘riends and the public. 


We are highly gratified to learn thata 
course of Gymnastic Exercises has been 
commenced at Harvard University, and 
we hope the example will be imitated by 
all the other Seminaries of learning in our 
country. The learned professions are 
thronged with young men of ruined 
Health; and thus is lost to their country 
the most extensive attainments; and of- 
ten the brightest genius is obscured by 
the gloomy cloud of fatuity induced by 
the influence of bodily imbecility and dis- 
ease on the mind. 


The Trustees of Wilmington College, 
Delaware, on the 11th ult. unanimously 
appointed the Rev. Henry Lyon Davis, 
D. D. Principal of that Institution. 

The Rev. Hector Humphreys, A. M. 
has been elected Professor of ancient 
Languages in Washington College at 
Hartford, Connecticut. 


Recently published, Some account of 
the Life, Writings, and Speeches of Wm. 
Pinckney; by Henry Wheaton. 

Hints for the improvement of early 
Education and Nursery Discipline. 





Baudin (brothers) booksellers, Paris, | 
have just published the work which Bo. | 


naparte wrote in his twenty-first year for 
the Academy of Lyons, and which is of 
ten referred to in the Memorial from St. 
Helena: 





Washington’s Letters.—Judge Wash- 
ington and Chief Justice Marshall, have 
selected from the papers left by Wash- 
ington, between three and four hundred 
letters, of his correspondence with vari- 
ous individuals, both before and since 
the revolution. They are committed, we 
understand, to the hands of Messrs. Cary 
and Lea, of Philadelphia, for publica- 
tion, and will form a most interesting 
volume. 


Translated for the Repertory. 

We have lately made mention of en- 
graved cylinders, found at Babylon, and 
sent to the museum of Johannie, at 
Gratz. Many others have been found 
upon the site of the ancient Babylon and 
Nineveh, and most of the great Cabinets 
of antiquities in furope are now sup- 
plied with specimens. Travelling ped- 
lars in the Kast offer them to amateurs. 
Captain Lockett has carried a large num- 
ber to England, of which 15 were found 
at Babylon, in the short space of three 
weeks. They vary greaily in size. 
They are generally from 3 fourths of an 
inch, to 2 inches in length. They are 
all pierced longitudinally. They have 
been generally looked upon as amulets 
of the ancient Persians, Agsvrians, and 
Chaldeans. Mr. Landseer, engraver and 
antiquary, who has given an admirable 
representation of several of these re- 
mains, combats this opinion. According 
to him, they were seals or stamps. He- 
rodotus states that each Assyrian had his 
seal; and the Book of Exodus often em- 
ploys the comparison of the engraving 
ona seal; tinally, Job xxxviii. 14, com- 
pares the motion of the sun to the clay 
which is moulded around a seal, Mr. 
Landseer is confident that Job here 
speaks of the cylinders which they mov- 
ed over the substances on which they 
wished to make an impression. He 
thinks that on no other supposition cam 
a rational sense be given to the passage in 
question.. He maintains that the seals of 
the orientals were mystical stamps which 
they impressed upon their contracts to 
render them valid. After discussing at 
length, and with tedious erudition, the 
use of the Babylon seals, he passes to 
the figures and hieroglyphics engraved 
upon them ‘These engravings he de- 


nominates horoscopic, and sees in them 
the tutelary divinities, the constellations 
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and planets, whose business it was, so 
to speak, to guarantee the contracts 
they sealed. Mr. Landseer again pours 
forth a flood of erudition to explain the 
sign of the crescent, the bull’s horns, 
{according to him the symbol of Aste- 
roth-Rarnaim), the bearded figure in 
which he recognises the God Belbaal or 
the sun. He draws the conclusion from 
the great number of bronze figures, re- 
presenting bulls, which have been dug 
up at Babylon, that the festival of Ashta- 
roth was celebrated in this city, as well 
asin Egypt and Canaan. He abounds 
in hypothesis, and supports them by a 
profusion of quotations and comparisons 
of circumstances. These digressions 
give a heaviness to his work, and exhaust 
the reader’s patience. There are, how- 
ever, ideas, ingenious and useful for the 
illustration of certain passages of Scrip- 
ture. 
Ferussac’s Bulletin, March 1825. 


Before voting £7,500 to purchase the 
antiquities and MSS. of the late Mr. 
Rich, Consul at Bagdad, the British par- 
liament appointed a committee to exam- 
ine their value. Mr. Nicoll, Hebrew 
Professor at Oxford, was of opinion that 
so large a collection of Persian, Arabic, 
and Syriac MSS. had never been 
brought into Englaad since the time of 
Pocock and Huntingdon. Mr. Lee, Ara- 
bic Professor, viewed the collection as 
unparalleled. There are 68 Syriac vol- 
umes, among which a version of the Gos- 
pels by Philoxomus. Mr. Lee knows 
of no other except that at Oxford.— 
There are versions of the Bible made by 
the Nestorians and the Jacobites; and as 
these two sects have been separated from 
each other since the year 500, the com- 
parison of contested passages in these 
copies may be important. There is a 
History of the persecutions of the Nes- 
torians, which Mr. Lee considers unique. 
Another MS. is a curious historical docu- 
ment, containing an ancient chronicle, in 
Syriac and Arabic; the last idiom written 
in Cufic characters. This chronicle fur- 
nishes the dates of the Bishops and other 
ecclesiastical personages of Syria, of the 
Kings of Persia, and of the dynasties of 
the East and West. Mr. Lee has exa- 
mined Arabic, Persian and Turkish MSS. 
comprising historical, poetical, geogra- 
phical and grammatical treatises. There 
are commentaries on the Koran, anda 
Koran in the Cufic characters, probably 
unique in Europe. In all, there are 688 
Persian and Arabic volumes. Among 
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the medals, is a pretty large series of 
coins of the Parthians and Sassanides.— 
A Derham, a Cufic medal, supposed to 
be of the year 79 of the Mahometan era, 
appears to have been cast and not struck, 
as are also the coins of Thrace. The 
engraved stones were found at Babylon 
and Nineveh. One of the most curious 
objects is a cylindrical brick, covered 
with Persepolitan characters.— Baron de 
Ferussac’s Bulletin for June 1825. 
NOSTREBOR. 


Mr. Wilbur's Reference Bible. 

The Reference Bible, designed to facili- 
tate the acquisition of Scriptural Know- 
ledge in Bible Classes, Sunday Schools, 
Common Schools, and Private Fami- 
lies. By Hervey Wilbur, A. M. Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia, 1826. 

Mr. Wilbur’s Reference Bible is on the 
plan, somewhat enlarged, of his Refer- 
ence lestament, which has been some 
time before the public. Letters, signi- 
ficant of questions, historical, doctrinal, 
or practical, are prefixed to the greater 
number of verses, and a key shows for 
what uses these letters are respectively 
designed. The plan is well adapted to 
arrest attention, and lead the reader to 
reflect, ashe traverses the sacred pages. 

The value of the edition is very much 
enhanced, by the tables and maps, which 
the editor has inserted, and which we 
shall simply enumerate. 

The tables are as follows: 

1. An alphabetical table, containing 
all the proper names of the Bible and 
Apocrypha, accented for pronunciation, 
according to Walker’s Key and Rules. 

2. A general view of Sacred Geogra- 

hy. 

: 3. A Chronological Harmony of the 

Old Testament Scriptures. This is a 

syllabus of Townsend’s expensive work 

on the basis of Lightfoot’s Chronicle. 

4. <A Practical Harmony of the Gos 

els, 

ij 5. A Chronological Table. 

6. References to places where pre- 
phecies are recorded, or their accom- 
plishment narrated;—and a brief collec- 
tion of miscellaneous matters. 

7. In addition to the above, there is 
a table of the contents of the Old Testa- 
ment, and anotherf of the contents of the 
New Testament. 

Of Maps, there are four in the 12moe, 
edition, and two in the 18mo. 

1. Journeyings of the Children of In-- 
rael from Egypt to Canaan. 

2. The Holy Lend, 
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3. Canaan adapted to the Gospel his- |, 


tory, and exhibiting the principal travels 
of Jesus Christ. 

4. Map of the places mentioned in 
the New Testament, illustrating Saint 
Paul’s travels, and his voyage to Rome. 

In the 12mo. edition the maps are co- 
loured; in the 18mo. they are not, and 
the first and fourth are omitted. Beth 
editions are in two volumes. he for- 
mer is one of the most beautiful produc- 
tions of the American press: its expense 
is double that of the latter. 

There is said to be another edition 
preparing, upon thin paper, and in a sin- 
gle volume. 

We have not room to describe the va- 
rious important uses, to which Mr. Wil- 
bur’s edition of the Bible may be applied; 
but the following, which are mentioned 
in the way of hints in the introductory 
pages, are some of them. 

Should heads of families extensively 
supply the members with each a Refer- 
ence Bible, and after the services on the 
Lord’s day, read in turn two or three 
chapters, asking the younger members 
questions about the facts and miracles 
recorded; and older members questions 
about the doctrines, precepts, traits of 
character, &c. which come into the por- 
tion read, interspersing the whole with 
familiar explanations and practical re- 
marks, we believe incalculable good 
would result. Clergymen and others 
most acquainted with the word of God, 
may derive important advantages from 
perusing the Scriptures in the order sug- 
gested by the Harmonies. This order 
might be profitably used for the instruc- 
tion of Bible classes. 

[Missionary Herald. 


Tellurian.—A piece of mechanism, 
called a Tellurian, designed to illustrate 
the revolutions of the planetary bodies, 
has been invented at Baltimore, by Jarvis 
Keil, an untaught American artist. The 
inventor, (savs the Baltimore American, ) 
is a poor but deserving man, with a fami- 
ly to provide for, and has beenso smitten 
with the love of science, that he has in 
the midst of such multiplied embarrass- 
ments devoted his time and attention to 
this object, inventing and manufacturing 
even the tools with which the Tellurian 
is made, some of which are as great curi- 
osities as that instrument itself. The 
diurnal motion of the earth on its own 
axis—-its annual revolution around the 
sun—the motion of the moon around the 
earth—the revolution of the sun itself in 
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its orbit—the movements of the planet 
Venus—are all marked by this invention 
with so much plainness and perspicuity, 
that any one is capable of comprehend- 
ing them who can understand the move- 
ments of a common timepiece. The 
work is executed with so much fidelity 
and precision, that eclipses may be cal- 
culated from its movements, and the 
whole is put in motion by a crank which 
may be turned by a child. 


Newly invented Clock.—A Mr. Twitch- 
ell of Philadelphia, is said, by a writer in 
the United States Gazette, to have in- 
vented a clock, that will give the time of 
day in any part of the world; the time of 
the moon’s rising, southing and _ setting; 
the exact time of her change, quarters, 
full, &c. and what is more, will calculate 
longitude, and is not much more expen- 
sive than a common clock: 

Boston Trav. 


Mineral Riches.—We learn from un- 
questionable authority that the topaz is 


| found in a mine in the town of Monroe, 


Fairfield county, Ct. equal in beauty and 
value to the topaz of Saxony. 


Date Trees.—Some Date Trees plant- 
ed in New Orleans about 7 years since, 
are this season in blossom. This tree 
grows slowly, and is said to produce in 
12 years from the planting, but will live 
and bear 500 years. Besides the value 
of its fruits, mats and baskets are made of 
the leaves, ropes of the fibres, and the 
trunk is good for building or firewood. 
Its appearance is beautiful, elevating its 
trunk 30 or 40 feet without branches— 
the leaves which spring out at the top 
form a kind of capital to the pillar, 


New Dictionary.—Noan Wenrster, 
Esq. author of the Spelling Book, has 
given notice in the eastern newspapers, 
that he has completed a Dictionary of 
our language, “fat the expense of twenty 
years of labour, and thirty thousand dol- 
lars in money.”” He mentions that he 
made a visit to England, partly with a 
view to ascertain the real state of the 
language, and there discovered that no 
book whatever was considered and re- 
ceived in that country as a standard of 
orthoepy. He observes incidentally, that 
not less than seven mi ions of copies of 
his Spelling Book have been sold. He 
thinks that the English Dictionaries are, 
all of them, half a century behind the 
state of science, and hopes that his fel- 
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low citizens will be furnished with some- 
thing better in the one which he is about 
to publish. 


Powerful Microscope.—The Anderso- 
nian Society of Glasgow has purchased 
from M. Doiland, the largest solar micro- 
scope that optician has ever constructed. 
The first trial of this superb instrument 
disclosed some wonderful phenomena. 
Hundreds of insects were discovered de- 
vouring the body of a gnat, and scores 
had lived luxuriously for several months 
on the leg of a moth. These animalcules 
were magnified so as to appear nine 
inches long, their actual size being some- 
what less than the fourteen-hundreth 
pert of aninch. The mineral kingdom 
aifurded another display of brilliant ob- 
jects: their crystalization, and the splen- 
dour of thew colouring, exceed any 
thing the most lively imagination can 
possibly conceive. 


Gas of Cotton Seed.—Professor Olm- 
sted bas confirmed, by a series of experi- 
ments in the laboratory of Yale College, 
the discovery that a gas, affording a 
degree of illumination equal to the 
oil gas, (of which it is indeed only a vari- 
ety,) and superior to most varieties of 
the bituminous coals, may be obtained 
from cotton seed. ‘The gas thus pro- 
duced was inferior to the pure olefiant 
gas, as are the inflammable gases obtain- 
ed from perhaps every substance except 
alcohol decomposed by sulphuric acid. 
The kernel of the hickory-nut comes the 
nearest to the olefiant and is but little in- 
ferior; the quantity of the gas is consider- 
ably debased by using the entire nut— 
the woody covering of which affords 
a gas which burns with a paler flame. 
It was some time ago calculated that the 
surplus quantity of cotton seed produced 
in the United States would furnish 
3,827,500,000 cubic feet of illuminating 
gas, little inferior to that produced di- 
rectly from oil. The quantity of seed is 
supposed to have been much augment- 
ed, perhaps doubled, during the last 
year, by the increased culture of the cot- 
ton. 


Fire Proof Wood.—A composition has 
been discovered by Dr. Fuchs, Member 
of the Academy of Science at Munich, 
whereby wood is rendered incombus- 
tible; the composition is made of granu- 
lated earth, which has been previously 
well washed in a solution of caustic al- 
Kali, and cleared from every heteroge- 
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neous matter; this mixture, which is not 
decomposed by either fire or water, being 
spread on the wood, forms a kind of 
vitreous coat, which is also proof against 
each of these opposing elements. The 
building committee of the royal theatre, 
in that city, has made two public experi- 
ments on smail buildings, six or eight 
feet long, and of a proportionate height; 
one covered with the composition, the 
other left as usual,—the fire was kindled 
in each equally; that not covered with 
the composition was quickly consumed, 
the other remained perfect and entire. 
The cost of this process is trifling--only 
about 2Ud. per 100 square feet The 
theatre has been submitted to the pro- 
cess, containing nearly 400,0U0 square 
feet. The late Earl Stanhope made 
some very successful experiments of the 
kind—he coated a building with a mix- 
ture of sand and glue, which proved 
completely fire proof. 


Choctaw Academy.—The Board of Man- 








agers for the General Convention of the 
Baptist Denomination, has established, 
'in Scott county, Kentucky, a missionary 

station and school for the education of 
the youth who may be sent to that place 
| by the chiefs of the Choctaw Nation, 

with a view to habituate them to the 
| manners and customs of civilized society. 
| The chiefs have selected and sent to the 
| station 21 boys, and expressed their de- 
|sire that the annual appropriation for 
‘this purpose, which the United States 
| are to allow them as a remuneration for 
the cession of certain lands, may be ap- 
| plied to the expense of their support and 
| education. 


Philosophical Questions.—M. de la 
Place, in one of the last sittings of the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, proposed 
the following four questions for exam- 
| ination and decision, by a commission of 
|that philosophical body. Ist, The ac- 
tual intensity of the terrestial magne- 
tism. 3d, The exact proportion of the 
two gases which constitute our atmos- 
phere. 3d, The exact pressure of the 
atmosphere at the surface of the sea; 
and 4th, the heat of the terrestrial 
globe at different depths, following lati- 
tudes and other appreciable differences. 
The , ingenious academician allowed, 
that two or more of these points had 
been already examined by the greatest 
philosophers, and had been considered 
as sufficiently accurate to be appealed 
to by posterity; but ought to be estab. 
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lished, after a still more rigorous in- 
quiry. Unless a more decided and a 
more generally admitted statement of 
the facts involved in these questions 
could be made, future ages would want 
the means of ascertaining or measuring 
the changes which may take place on 
the surface of ourglobe. A commission 
was accordingly appointed to make ex- 
periments to ascertain the above men- 
tioned points, and MM. De la Place, 
Poisson, Gay, Lussac, and Arrago, were 
nominated members. 
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give their readers the valuable contents 
of a great number of Magazines and Re- 
views, at as low a rate as a single publi- 
cation would be imported.—Besides, the 
quantity which they publish is much 
greater than that of ordinary monthly 
publications. ‘They print 96 pages, 
with a double column, and on a small 
but neat type, making each number con- 
tain as much as some quarterly period- 
ical works with nearly double the num- 
ber of pages, and a much larger type. 
We have heard the opinions of many 


oo 


=— ge ak Pe og oe 


at i } 


> SS ee ee 


oo Se ey 


good judges who have read this work, 
and they all pronounce it the best mag- 
azine of the kind they are acquainted 
with—W. Y. D. Adv. 
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Museum of Foreign Literature and 
Sciences.—The February number of this 
Magazine is published, and fully justifies 
the opinion we expressed upon the ap 
pearance of the preceding number. In 
our judgment this is the best Miscella 
neous Magazine that we have ever met 
with. The plan which the publishers 
have adopted is very judicious, and will 
always give them a great advantage over 
other publications of this description. 
They import a large number of period- 
ical works—nearly thirty in the whole— 
and from these select such articles as in 
their opinion will be entertaining and 
instructive, and discard every thing that 
is frivolous or hurtful. In this way they 
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Family Mill.—“Every man his own 
miller.” Under this head the Gardiner 
Chronicle has a description of a flour 
mill invented by Mr. David Flagg, ac- 
companied with a plate—cost 35 dollars. 
It is turned with a crank, by a man or 
boy, and will grind two bushels of grain 
in an hour. Itis about the size of a din- 
ing table; it might almost be called “the 
pocket gristmill’’ It may be very use- 
ful in places distant from water power, 
in new countries and in times of drought. 

[Kenebeck Journal. 
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Religious Xutelligence. 


The Right Rev. Suure Barrinc- 
ton, Bishop of Durham, (England) 
died on the 25th of March last, at 
the advanced age of 92 years. 


INDIA. 


MISSION AT KANDY, IN CEYLON. 


The sickness was very severe 
at Kandy, and throughout the inte- 
rior. Mr. and Mrs. Browning were 
both attacked by fever, but were 
mercifully restored. The congre- 
gation and schools were very much 
scattered; and occasion was given 
for a lamentable disclosure of the 
state of the natives, even of those 
who were professedly Christians.— 
Mr. Browning wrote:— 

“It pains my heart when I reflect 





how many of these deluded and ig- 
norant people are daily passing into 
an awful eternity, destitute of the 
knowledge of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ. Oh! that I could im- 
part this saving knowledge to them! 
But, alas! most of them are unwil- 
ling to hear, or to receive Christian 
instruction: their minds are so en- 
slaved to superstitious vanities and 
lies, that they will not believe the 
blessed truths of the Gospel: a devil 
dance, a charm, or an incantation to 
their supposed gods, is far more re- 
garded by them, than prayer to the 
Supreme Jehovah; and even among 
those who are nominal Christians, 
many of whom reside in Kandy, 
some, as I have been credibly in- 
formed, daily have Buddhu’s doc- 





trines read in their houses, in order 
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to keep away devils, and to ward off 
sickness from their families! Their 
profession of Christianity appears to 
be entirely in name: for they neither 
govern their lives according to 
Christian precepts, nor are they 
supported in sickness and death by 
Christian consolation; but, having 
lived a life of ungodliness, dishon- 
ourable to their profession, in the 
time of sickness and death they fly 
to the delusive consolations of Budd- 
hism.” 

The committee add on this sub- 
ject— 

“In Kandy, among the natives, 
many difficulties are opposed to the 
progress of the Gospel: some are 
prejudiced against it by Buddhuism, 
and others by Popery. Nearly all 
the professed Christians openly pro- 
fane the Sabbath day. If Mr. Brow- 
ning would admit to baptism all who 
wish it, it would be easy to make 
numbers of nominal Christians; but 
the conscientious strictness, with 
which he requires reasonable proot 
of adequate knowledge and a pro- 
per state of mind, soon wearies 
those who apply for admission to the 
ordinance from worldly motives.” 

Of Mr. Browning’s proceedings 
on occasions of this nature, the com- 
mittee quote the following example: 
in reference to some candidates for 
baptism, he writes— 

“As my time is now fully occu- 
pied on the Sunday, I appointed 
them to meet me two mornings in 
the week. This will occupy more 
of my time; but, while persons are 
ready to receive instruction, it is a 
pleasure to communicate it. Hap- 
py indeed should I be, if these peo- 
ple truly desired instruction, or if 
their motive in wishing to he bap- 
tized was a pure one; but this is not 
the case: yet I think it my duty, 
while they are induced by any mo- 
tive to receive religious instruction, 
to impart it; trusting in the Lord 
that he will be pleased to overrule 
it for their good. They are all anx- 








ious to obtain baptism immediately; 
but this, as I have repeatedly told 
them, I cannot think of administer- 
ing to them, till they have made 
some satisfactory progress in the 
knowledge of Christianity. I ex- 
horted them all earnestly to pray to 
God for the teaching of his Holy 
Spirit ” 

On this measure, the committee 
remark— 

“These candidates, finding this 
course irksome, soon left Mr. Brow- 
ning, and procured baptism at other 
hands. Your committee are assur- 
ed that the Society will entirely ap- 
prove this course of proceeding, 
which is adopted in all its Missions; 
and will wish to see no adults ad- 
mitted into the Church, until they 
give satisfactory evidence of intelli- 
gence and sincerity.” 

As but few of the people could 
be assembled during the prevalence 
of the sickness, Mr. Browning 
availed himself of other means of 
benefiting such as could read: he 
says— 

“IT have lately circulated a great 
number of papers and ollas, on the 
leading doctrines of Christianity, 
both among the inhabitants of Kan- 
dy, and among strangers from the 
country. In some instances, these 
have been received with pleasure, 
and the people have promised to 
read them: indeed a few persons 
have come to me to solicit books. 
But some, to whom I have offered 
them, have looked on them with 
great suspicion.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Browning are now 
settled in their house, which is very 
convenient for a family. In Feb- 
ruary of last year, he expected a 
new school house to be finished in 
afew months. The ground round 
the Mission house has been planted 
with cocoa-nut, coffee, and other 
valuable trees. 

The services at the mansion 
house and the prison have been con- 
tinued. An English service had 


=~ Fa 
ia 


= ane on 5h Re pee ——_ eee 
= = Fae = a Te Se 5 : 2 
<= - re ete e : . 
iy <= cee SF z << Sa 
. ; Som jy PB" Fe = 
pope tte a. 4 
rts cs 49 





SS ee 
~™ ¢ Pn 


ey re 


to ee ty ee - - A PO PTE " rs 
RS ae + pe ey ad : - 
A = : SS 
226-4. . - + - : 


awe > we ae ee 


+. 


oe a 


» 
ye 
Ri 

*. Aa 
ers 

¥ 7 

5 

+ 


2 IP 


are 
ere 


ETS AE 1S aS PLS Sees. 


= 75 —_s - 
ee. es 3 a 


—- 
te A 
« 





49 4 


been begun on Sunday evenings, at 
the earnest request of some of the 
soldiers; but was, after some time, 
given up, as Mr. Browning found 
his strength unequal to this labour, 
and to a due attention to the natives. 
He assembles a few Portuguese on 
the evenings.of Sunday and Thurs- 
day, to whom he preaches by inter- 
pretation; and on Wednesday eve- 
nings, meets some soldiers. In the 
sickness or absence of the Chaplain, 
Mr. Browning has continued to do 
the garrison duty; preaching on 
Sunday mornings, and visiting the 
sick in the hospital. He can now 
freely express himself in Cingalese 
in written compositions. 


BENGAL. 


Extracts from the Journal of the Rev. 
Samuel Trawin, Missionary at Calcut- 
ta; extracted from the Appendix of the 
Seventh Annual Report of the Bengal 
Auxiliary Missionary Society. 

Dec. 25, 1824.—After preaching 
at the Dutch church at Chinsurah, 
accompanied by the Rev. A. EF. La- 
croix, of the Netherlands’ Mission- 
ary Society, we left our friends, and 
proceeded up the river,* to resume 
our labours among the heathen. 


Arrived at Berhampore—Preach- 
ing to the Natives. 

Jan. 1, 1825.—After speaking to 
the natives as we had opportunity 
along the bank of the river, we ar- 
rived at Berhampore, and were re- 
ceived with great kindness by our 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Hill; spent the 
evening in conversation on mission- 
ary subjects, and making arrange- 
ments for preaching during our stay 
here. 

Jan. 2d. Sabbath Morning.—We 
preached to a very numerous con- 
eregation of Bengalese in a large 
bazaar, to the north of Berhampore. 
The auditors behaved in a most 
respectful manner, and the major 
part of the congregation listened 


* The Hooghly. 
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with attention until the close of the 
service. On taking our departure, 
they said, “The words you have 
been speaking, Sir, are good and 
true.” 

Mr. Hill regularly visits this ba- 
zaar for the purpose of preaching 


‘the unsearchable riches of Christ to 


the multitudes that flock thither. 
On this account he is well known 
as the setter forth of a strange God. 
The people have occasionally made 
considerable opposition to his preach- 
ing the doctrines of Christ amongst 
them, although on this occasion they 
gave us a patient hearing; and we 
know that every passage of the word 
of God, when explained and enfor- 
ced, becomes a ray of light shining 
in a dark place, and however opaque 
the benighted minds of the heathen 
may be, the entrance of divine truth 
will effect their illumination. The 
preaching of the gospel is, we are 
assured, the sowing of the seed of 
the kingdom, and Jehovah has de- 
clared, **My word shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please.” It is 
from this consideration that we al- 
ways feel delighted and encouraged 
in our work, where we gain an 
attentive hearing from the heathen. 


Onposition of the Brahmins —Their 
General Character.—Conversa- 
tion with a Brahmin. 

This afternoon we visited Lukee- 
pore. In this village is one of-the 
Hon. Company’s large silk factories, 
in which, we are informed, more 
than 300 natives find constant em- 
ploy. Here we found the people 
desirous of hearing the word. As 
a proof of which, eighty or a hund- 
red of them instantly gathered 
around us on our arrival, and strong- 
ly intimated, by their looks and 
words, that they wished to hear what 
we had to say. After preaching 
Christ to them as the only Saviour 
of the world, two Brahmins like 
Elymas the sorcerer of old, with- 





stood us, endeavouring to turn 
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away the pfreofile from the Saith. 

They disturbed the congregation 
much, and manifested, by their in- 
dignant looks, the deep-rooted en- 
mity of their hearts to the humbling 
doctrines of the cross. We en- 
deavored to assuage their wrath in 
vain, as they were too deeply inter- 
ested in the worship of idols to listen 
to our remonstrances. And such 
is the state of servility in which the 
inferior castes are kept to these 
idolatrous priests, that the word of 
a Brahmin frequently seems like the 
law of the Medes and Persians 
which altereth not. <A proof of this 
was now furnished; for when these 
lofiy sons of superstition spoke, the 
people began to disperse. Two 
points of resemblance between many 
of the Brahmins of this country, and 
the ancient scribes and Pharisees 
among the Jews are very obvious. 
Ist. The former, like the latter, 
make clean the outside of the cup 
and platter, whilst within they are 
full of iniquity. 2d. They also, like 
the supercilious Scribes and Phari- 
sees, shut up the kingdom of heaven 
as in the case before us; they will 
neither go in themselves, nor suffer 
others, that are willing to enter in. 
This, however, is not the conduct of 
all, for on our return from Lukee- 
pore this evening, a Brahmin ac- 
costed us at the door of his house, 
and after exchanging the usual com- 
pliments, respectfully invited us to 
enter his abode. Wecomplied with 
his request, and being seated, spoke 
as follows: ‘Well, Sir, you have a 
nice, comfortable dwelling-house, 
but you must soon quit it. Man’s 
stay on earth is short, and when 
death brings the summons, he must 
immediately take hisdeparture. Of 
what vast importance is it then, that 
we have a dwelling-place prepared 
for us in heaven, when we are called 
to quit this on earth.” He said, “If 
all people were to seek admittance 
into Boecoantah, (the heaven of the 
Hindoos,) there would not be room 
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to contain them.’”? We told him, 
we could by no means advise him 
to seek admittance into that place; 
for even were it the true heaven, 
he, according to the doctrine of his 
own Shastres, could not remain 
there, but must, after a limited term 
of enjoyment, revisit this world, and 
again endure all its miseries. But 
should he believe on Christ, he 
would indeed enter into heaven, and 
enjoy everlasting life. His attention 
was then called to the absurdities of 
idolatry, and when we left him, he 
seemed pleased with our visit. 


Moral apathy of the Natives.—Ab- 
be Dubois. —Guilt of such as 
throw impediments in the way of 
the Gospel. 

In the evening we held our mis- 
sionary prayer-meeting. An ad- 
dress was delivered from Isa. Ixvi. 
18. Atthis monthly prayer-meet- 
ing, the subscriptions of the Auxili- 
ary Missionary Society, which has 
been formed among the soldiers, are 
paid by the collectors into the hands 
of the treasurer.—About nine this 
evening, a fire broke out, and in a 
short time a great part of the Bazaar 
on the banks of the river was re- 
duced to ashes. It was distressing 
to see the apathy of the natives on 
the occasion. Each one, indeed, 
seemed desirous of saving his own 
dwelling house, but when that was 
burnt, he would not move his finger 
to save the property of his neighbor, 
and had not the kind assistance of 
his Majesty’s troops been afforded, 
the whole Bazaar would have been 
consumed. Oh! how much they 
need the gospel, to teach them to 
love their neighbours as themselves, 
and what a callous heart must that 
individual possess, whe in opposition 
to the claims of humanity, the voice 
of-conscience, and the command of 
Almighty God, dares to oppose a 
bar to the introduction of Christiani- 
ty among the deluded followers of 
Hindoo superstition. May the Ab- 
be Dubois, and all persons like 
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minded with him, repent of this their 
daring impiety, and recede from this 
impious attack upon Omnipotence. 
Let all such individuals attend to 
the admonitions of the learned doc- 
tor of the Jewish Sanhedrim, Acts 
vy. 34, and consider, that if this coun- 
sel or this work were of men, it 
would, long ere this, Aave come to 
naught, It would, without question, 
have ceased at the demise of the 
fishermen of Galilee; but as it is of 
God, it cannot be overthrown. If 
Christianity be a revelation from 
heaven, and if it be the declared will 
of Jehovah, that his gospel shall de 
jreached to all nations for the obe 

dience of faith, then it follows as a 
natural consequence, that every at- 
tempt to impede its progress is a 
decided attack upon the Great 
Supreme; such conduct can be call- 
ed nothing less than fighting against 
God. 

At Malacca, [on a peninsula of 
India beyond the Ganges | are seven 
Chinese schools, containing more 
than 260 boys. instructed by Mis. 
sionaries ia the principles of the in- 
spired records. 

In Madras, there are ten town 
schools, and four in the country, 
under the care of Missionaries, con- 
taining 600 children, who attend re- 
gulariy; they are all in an improving 
state. The Central School, of a 
higher order, contains 16 boys, who 
are educated and supported by the 
missionaries. 

The Bishop of Calcutta was en- 
gaged, from the middle of 1824 up 
to the latest dates, in a visitation of 
the vast diocess committed to his 
care. Archdeacon Corrie accom- 
panied the Bishop to various places 
in the Upper Provinces; but stopped 
at Cawnpore, with the view of sup- 
plying for a time the spiritual neces- 
sities of that quarter, the Chaplain 
having been long disabled by sick- 
ness. From the Upper Provinces, 
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the Bishop passed, by way of Surat, 
to Bombay, at which Presidency his 
Lordship arrived on the 2Ist of A- 
pril last, after a laborious journey 
by river and by land, of more than 
three-quarters of a year, during 
which he had seldom slept under 
any other cover than that of his ca- 
bin or histent. At Bombay the Bi- 
shop held a visitation of the Clergy 
on the 28th of April; on which occa- 
sion, Archdeacon Barnes preached, 
and took leave of the Clergy, prepa- 
ratory to the resignation of his office 
on his return home. On the 15th 
of August the Bishop embarked, 
with his family, on board the H. C. 
S. Discovery, for Ceylon; taking 
with him, as his Chaplain, the Rev. 
Thos. Robinson of Poonah; the Rev. 
Mr. Stow, who left Calcutta in that 
character with the Bishop, having 
departed this life at Dacca. His 
Lordship had, during his journey, 
held confirmations, and consecrated 
new Churches; and, though many 
of his Sundays were unavoidably 
passed in wildernesses remote from 
the society of Europeans, he had 
found opportunities of preaching 
more than fifty times before he 
reached Bombay. The Bombay 
Courier of the 16th of July, thus 
speaks in reference to his Lordship: 

“It is now more than twelve 
months since the Bishop left Cal- 
cutta; and though he has since been 
constantly engaged in_ personally 
visiting the principal stations under 
that Presidency and Bombay, he 
can scarcely be said to have as yet 
visited half his immense Diocess; 
for, in addition to the Company’s 
Territories, we learn that the Arch- 
deacon of New South Wales, and 
twenty-five Chaplains in that increa- 
sing Colony, have lately been plac- 
ed under his superintendance as 
Bishop.” 

On occasion of the Bishop’s leav- 
ing Bombay, the same paper, of the 
20th August, remarks— 

“The high talents of Bishop He: 
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ber, united with his very kind and 
amiable feelings, engage the regard 
and friendliness of all who know 
him; and his frequent discourses 
from the pulpit, exhibiting with unu- 
sual force the leading features of 


the Christian faith and character, | 


leave an impression on his hearers, 
which will long remain to their de- 
lightand improvement. He carries 
with him, we are sure, the prayers 
of every good man for his health, 
and for his success in the arduous 
and awfully-important duties in 
which he is engaged.’’ 

"Phe communications from India, 
which have come under our notice 
during the last year, bear uniform 
testimony to the steady increase of 
truc principles and right feeling A 
Missionary in Bengal, thus speaks 
of the perceptible decay of preju- 
dice among the Hindoos:— 

‘“] spoke a few months ago to an 
intelligent Hindoo of the Merchant 
Caste, who seemed to inquire into 
the truth of Christianity; and, after 
some conversation respecting their 
superstitions, he said, ‘Ah, Sir, we 
are no more so prejudiced against 
Christianity and the customs of Eu- 
ropeans, as we were twenty years 
ago; and some few years hence we 
shall be still less so. I can prove 
this from my own case; because I 
‘am not so superstitious as my fa- 
ther, and my son is not so much 
prejudiced as myself.’ This is the 
sentiment of a Native himself; and I 
can testify, from what I have daily 
opportunity to observe and to hear, 
that he spoke the truth. The Brah- 
mins are stil a mighty barrier 
against the introduction of Chris- 
tianity into this country; though their 
influence is rapidly declining. They 
were formerly accustomed (and ma- 
ny of them do so now) to go from 
house to house, and receive at each, 
some gift of money, oreatables, kc., 
for which they pronounced a bles- 
sing on the giver; but now, when 
they come to the houses of Soodras, 
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they are often refused, god must 
hear such words as these, ‘Go and 
labour, and you will procure sufh- 
cient to maintain yourself.’ ” 

The same Missionary adds, in 
reference to the prospects of suc- 
cess— 

“Thousands of children are un- 
der Christian instruction, without 
the least objection on their part; and 
tens of thousands hear the everlast- 
ing Guspel proclaimed by the Mes- 
sengers of Peace. Here and there, 
a hardened sinner is brought to the 
foot of the Cross; and, not unfre- 
quently, are the praises of redeem- 
ing mercy heard from the swarthy 
Indian, who has found peace for his 
guilty conscience. Our work in 
India is for future generations, and 
requires a steady perseverance in 
well-doing: a knowledge of Chris- 
tlianity is gradually spreading among 
Hindoos and Mussulmans. More 
help, more faithful Missionaries, 
more earnest prayers for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, and the 
coming of Christ’s Kingdom—and 
God will certainly crown all our la- 
bours with abundant success.” 

Another Missionary, in the same 
part of India, says on this subject— 

“There is, and none can deny it, 
whegknows any thing of these mat- 
ters, a far greater prospect of the 
establishment of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom among the Hindcos, than 
ever presented itself before. 1 well 
remember the time, when, if I offer- 
ed a Tract or Gospel to a rich Ba- 
boo, he would reject it in scorn— 
now, the same character is continu- 
ally inquiring for more books. Not 
two years ago, female education was 
looked upon by the rich natives, as 
a thing derogatory to their caste— 
now, they are desirous to get fe- 
male teachers for their wives and 
daughters. In Sulkea Bazaar, the 
natives would not let myself and 
the native with me, get a place to 
preach in; now they say, ‘come of- 
ten! tell us mere about these things.’ 
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I have at this moment 36 boys, the 
sons of natives of good estate, read- 
ing the Scriptures in my verandah, 
who, some time ago, were afraid to 
touch a book. Depend on it that 
the Lord is fulfilling his promises 
quicker than our thoughts surmise.” 
One of the Company’s Chaplains 
in the Madras Presidency, writes— 
“The work of the Lord is indeed 
prospering in this land: the word of 
truth is making conquests in many 
directions. The great enemy is be- 
coming, therefore, much less indif- 
ferent than formerly, to the humble 
Missionary’s exertions. Native 
Christians are now tried by persecu- 
tion; and thanks be to God, they en- 
dure it well! I have just heard of 
three who were summoned before a 
native Rajah on account of their 
conversion to Christianity, to whom 
they boldly said—‘You may take 
away our land, and we can lay down 
our lives; but we cannot leave the 
religion which we have embraced.’ 
A child of Heathen parents was late- 
ly brought to me for baptism: the 
circumstances were very interesting: 
this was their fourth child: the for- 
mer three having died, they made a 
vow, that if God (though to them an 
unknown God) would give them 
another child, they would devgge it 
to him in baptism: they came pro- 
vided with sponsors, and have given 
up the boy to be educated by Chris- 
tians. What a pleasing contrast 
does this present to the Hindoos’ 
dedication of the children of their 
vows to the sharks and alligators of 
the Ganges.” 
Inreference to Tracts, a Missiona- 
ry in the Bombay Presidency says— 
“it is not a little encouraging, 
frequently to receive notes from 
persons occupying stations of rank 
and influence, requesting a supply 
of religious tracts; and begging the 
acceptance of successive donations 
to replenish our funds: such gratifi- 
cations were almost entirely un- 
known to us a few years since.— 
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Our proceedings, formerly, were 
either narrowly watched with a pre- 
judiced mind and a jealous eye, or 
regarded as the futile efforts of 
weak-minded enthusiasts: more cor- 
rect sentiments now prevail: great- 
er liberality is shown, and a better 
feeling is entertained: candid inves- 
tigation has proved the happy cor- 
rective of gross mistakes and false 
opinions. ‘Tracts have been pio- 
neers to the Bible—the Bible has 
brought the anxious inquirer to the 
house of God—and the appearance 
in the Sanctuary has been followed 
by an open and public profession of 
attachment to the doctrines of the 
Cross, and devotedness in heart and 
life to that Saviour who ‘died that 
we might live--who bled that man 
might never die.’ ” 

On the civil and political advan- 
tages attending the growth of Chris- 
tianity, it is remarked in the report 
of the Calcutta Diocesan Commit- 
tee of the Christian Knowledge So- 
ciety—— 

“The late Bishop Middleton al- 
ways maintained, that as true reli- 
gion was the best support of Gov- 
ernment, the inculcation of Chris- 
tian principles on the natives, would 
be the only safe and certain measure 
of securing to Britons their Oriental 
possessions. This opinion of the 
first Prelate of the Eastern Diocess 
appears, indeed, to be regarded 
with increasing attention and appro- 
bation: its policy is less doubted, and 
its expediency more and more ac- 
knowledged. It is felt and believ- 
ed, with greater reason every day, 
that the faith which considers sub- 
mission to rulers a duty inferior on- 
ly to the fear of God, and whose 
doctrine is, Let every soul be sub- 
ject unto the higher powers; for the 
powers that be, are ordained of God, 
is the faith that can alone perma- 
nently effect the unity, peace, and 
happiness of nations.” 

How greatly the natives of India 
stand in need of the meliorating in- 
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fluence of Christianity, was very 
forcibly shown by several gentle- 
men at the Anniversary Meeting 
held in May; particularly in refer- 
ence to the deplorable state of fe- 
males, and the wickedness and mi- 
sery of the Heathen. Every effort 
of the wise and the good, is requir- 
ed to bring ona better state of things. 
We notice, therefore, with regret, 
the loss which India sustains, by the 
death of such men as Sir Henry 
Blosset and Sir Christopher Puller, 
or by the return to Europe of those 
who have devoted their talents and 
influence to promote the best inter- 
ests of the natives. We have rea- 
son, however, to believe that the 
number of able and pious friends of 
the people is greatly on the increase 
among the officers of the honoura- 
ble company. 

The favour shown by the Gov- 
ernment to all judicious plans for 
the education of the natives ought 
to be noticed with thankfulness.— 
The Committee of the Calcutta 
School-Book Society, remark on 
this subject— 

“The paternal solicitude of the 
Government for the moral and in- 
tellectual improvement of India, 
had been substantially evinced be- 
fore the formation of this Society, by 
the allowance for the schools under 
_ the superintendance of the late Mr. 
May, at Chinsurah. It cannot, 
however, admit of a doubt, that the 
union and concurrence of so many 
respectable individuals in the mea- 
sures of this Institution, afforded 
ready means of exhibiting that soli- 
citude, and embodying it by perma- 
nent provisions. The current of its 
liberality has kept pace with the 
march of public opinion, and the 
zeal of public associations. The 
seasonable grant of government to 
this Society, was mentioned in the 
last report: since that period, a si- 
milar provision has been extended 
to the Calcutta School Society; and 








in order to the more effectual proe | 


motion of this igteresting cause, a 
committee of instruction has been 
recently formed, composed of gen- 
tlemen high in office, and of known 
abilities; who will be the channel of 
communication with the supreme 
government on all points connected 
with the management of public col- 
leges and schools under the Bengal 
Presidency.” 

The committee here mentioned, 
was formed in pursuance of the fol- 
lowing resolution and minute of the 
Governor in council, on the P?th Ju- 
ly, 1823: 

«That there shall be constituted 
general committee of public instruc- 
tion, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the state of public education in this 
part of India, and of the public in- 
stitutions designed for its promotion; 
and of considering, and from time to 
time submitting to government the 
suggestion, of such measures as it 
may appear expedient to adopt, with 
a view to the better instruction of the 
people, to the introduction among 
them of useful knowledge, and to 
the improvement of their moral cha- 
racter. 

“The Governor-General in coun- 
cil deems it sufficient to record in 
this department his resolution (sub- 
ject, of course, to the approval of 
the Honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors) to appropriate to the object of 
public education, the sum of one lac 
of rupees per annum; in addition to 
such assignments as were made by 
the British government previously 
to the act of the 53d of his late Ma- 
jesty, and likewise of course exclu- 
sively of any endowments which 
may have been or may be made by 
individuals, applicable to a like 
purpose.” 

John Herbert Harrington, Esq., 
member of Council, is President of 
the committee, to which the appro- 
priation of this noble grant of ten 
thousand fi@unds per annum is en- 
trusted. e 

A liberal native, Baboo Kasicant 
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Ghosaul, has pla 20.000 rupees 
at the disposal of this committee, to 
be applied to any such purpose 
connected with native education, as 
the members mav think expedient. 

Uider the head of “Education 
Societies,” at Calcutta, we have 
collected an account of most of the 
publhe institutions in that city for the 
advancement of Education: there 
are afew others, such as the Mili- 
tary Orphan Society, and the Ma- 
drissa or Governmert Mahomedan 
College, the reports of which have 
not reached us. We cannot but 
hope that the influence of such o! 
these institutions as are Christian 
will be so powerfully felt, at no great 
distance of time, in providing a body 
of Missionaries and Teachers, as 
gradually to supersede the necessity 
of foreign supplies. We know it to 
be the opinion of one most compe- 
tent to judge, that the conversion of 
India will be best accomplished by 
the agency of labourers born in the 
country, and that we are fast ap- 
proaching the time when it will be 
no longer necessary to incur the 
great expense of sending out Mis- 
sionaries from Europe. It might 
tend to hasten this period, if, to the 
various institutions at present in ac- 
tion for the education of boys, which 
are chiefly for the benefit of Indo- 
British youths, one were added for 
the orphan sons of European parents, 
‘similar to the Orphan Asylum for 
their daughters, which is beginning 
to lend important aid to the cause of 
Christian instruction: we have seen 
a plan fursuch an Asy'um, and hope 
to report hereafter of its adoption and 
successful progress. 

It might be practicable, probably, 
to connect with such a plan the edu 
cation of the children of Mission- 
aries; these are now beginning to 
form a considerable body; and 
brought up, as it may be presumed 
that they are, in the numture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, manv of them, 
it may,be reasonably hoped, will be- 
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come, what some have already be- 
come, faithful followers of their 
parents.— W hether, indeed, Calcut- 
ta or any of the other Presidencies 
would be the most suitable place for 
educating the children of Mission- 
aries in their early years, may well 
be questioned. The different Mis- 
sionary Secieties may, perhaps, find 
it expedient, if a plan now in con- 
templation by the Church Mission- 
ary Society, should succeed, to fol- 
low the example of that institution; 
on the strong recommendation of 
the Rev. Marmaduke Thomson, con- 
firmed by various testimonies, the 


society is making preparations for 


ee 
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an establishment on the Nilghery 
hills, on the western. coast of the 
Peninsula, in the District of Coim- 
batoor: the object of this establish- 
ment will be to provide, in connec- 
tion with a Mission for the benefit of 
the natives, a retreat for disabled 
labourers for the recovery of their 
health, and a seminary for the in- 
struction of the children of the So- 


ciety’s Missionaries in all parts of 


India: the chief officer of the dis- 
trict gives the following favourable 
view of these Hills in respect both 
of health and of probable useful- 
less. 

“The temperature of the air on 
the Nilghery Mountains, is, through- 
out the year, below that of an English 
summer: and it is now proved, be- 
yond question, to be one of the 
most salubrious regions of the 
world. 

‘The inhabitants, from 5000 to 
6000 in number, have nothing what- 
ever to say to the Brahmins below: 


| they have neither Priests nor dan- 





cing women: here and there Is to be 
found a little swamy house, in which 
oblations of corn, milk, &c. are made 


'to Runga Swamy, who is considered 


to be the local deity. Of the 
Hindoo mythology, and of the com- 
plicated wickedness which is prac- 
tised under its sanction by the Hin- 
doos in the low country, the hill 
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people are happily ignorant: they 
know little, and ‘ignorance is bliss?’ 
unquestionably, there is in the ag 
eregate, less vice among them, than 
any of their brethren the lowland- 
ers.” 

The Bishop embarked at Bombay 
for Ceylon, and landed at Galle; at 
which place he preached and held a 
confirmation in the Fort Church. 
Hethen visited Colombo, and held a 
visitation of the Clergy, when the 
Rev. I. M. S. Glenie preached. 
While there, the Bishop preached 
in St. Thomas’s Church, a sermon 
in aid of the Society for Propagating 
the Gospel, and with especial refer- 
ence to the mission college, near 
Calcutta. At the last dates he was 
proceeding to consecrate the Mis- 
sion Church at Baddagame, after 
which he was to embark for Calcut- 
ta. 

While Bishop Heber was at Bom- 
bay, in August, 1824, the following 
interesting occurrence’ took place at 
St. Thomas’s Church— 

“he Syrian Metropolite, Mar 
Athanasius, who has lately arrived 
in Bombay, and is proceeding on a 
Mission to the Syrian Church at 
Travancore, from the Patriarch of 
Antioch, in the course of last week 
waited on the Bishop of Calcutta, 
and on Sundav morning attended 
divine service at St. Thomas’s. The 
Metropolite remaining after the Ser- 
mon to receive the Sacrament, the 
Lord Bishop conducted him within 
the rails of the altar, to his own chair; 
and afterwards administered the 
Communion to him, together with 
the English Clergy and the Syrian 
Priest in attendance. It was nota 
little gratifying to witness this friend- 
ly and brotherly union of the head of 
our own church with the represen- 
tative of one so venerable for its an- 
tiquity. 

The Archdeacon gives the follow- 
ing account of the Bishop’s visit to 
Chunar. 


‘At Chunar, I may say, we be- 


‘read prayers, and Mr. 
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held more than had been previously 
tokl us. Qn Saturday morning, the 
Lith of September, 57 of Mr. Bow- 
ley’s congregation were admitted to 
confirmation, together with nearly 
the same number of Europeans. 

Next day, a still greater number 
of native Christians communicated, 
together with a large number of 
Europeans. Several gentlemen 
came up from Benares, and some 
officers from Sultanpore; among 
them were Mr. Iraser, Mr. Morris, 
and Mr. Adlington; these, with Mr. 
Greenwood and Mr. Bowley, made 
a greater number of Clerici than are 
to be met with in one place, on this 
side of India, out of Calcutta’ The 
whole had the appearance of a Jubi- 
lee; and the fine Church, which the 
Bishop calls handsome and appro- 
priate, was entirely filled —This ser- 
vice was Inthe morning; the heat 
was not oppressive, though the ser- 
vice continued from seven till ten 
o’clock. The Bishop preached, in 
English, on the parable of the 
good Samaritan; and here, as at Se- 
crole, ministered to the native Chris- 
tains in Hindoostanee. I had here 
the pleasure to assist in administer- 
ing the Lord’s Supper; and with no 
ordinary feelings—partaking, I trust, 
of gratitude to the God of all grace— 
I beheld the blessed fruits of the 
gospel, in the improved religious 
state of so many, both European and 
native Christians, in the place where 
I entered on my ministry in this 
country. 

In the afternoon, worship was held 
in Hindoostanee; when Mr. Morris 
Bowley 
preached. One aisle was filled with 
native Christians—the other by na- 
tives; among whom, towards the up- 
per end, were twenty or thirty re- 
spectable Hindoo inhabitants of Chu- 
nar, several of whom seem on the 
very threshold of the kingdom of 
God. The middle of the church 
was occupied by Europeans.” 

Church Register. 
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MISSION TO THE SYRIAN CHKISTIANS 
IN TRAVANCORE. 

The mission established among 
this interesting people by the Church 
Missionary Society, in the year 1817, 
continues to enjoy the smiles of Hea- 
ven; as will appear from an abstract 
of the seventh Report of the Madras 
Committee, which we copy from the 
London Missionary Register for Fe- 
bruary. 

College.—The number of students 
is 51; their punctuality in attendance 
and application to study, have borne 
testimony to their desire for improve- 
ment. There are three Latin class- 
es: the first contains seven students, 
who have begun to read Virgil, have 
acquired a tolerable acquaintance 
with the construction of the Latin 
language, and possess a serviceable 
knowledge of English; the second 
consisting of eight, has berun Ce- 
sar; and the third is reading Selectz 
e Veteri: with few exceptions, the 
students of the three classes have 
begun to direct their attention to the 
acquisition of the Syriac. The stu- 
dy of Sanscrit has, for the present, 
been discontinued by the students, at 
the recommendation of the Metran; 
that they might devote a longer por- 
tion of their time to the study of Sy- 
riac: but they are considered to have 
made so much progress in it, that 
they may, without difficulty, renew 
it ata future period: the effect of 
their attention to this ancient and po- 
lished language is observable in the 
classical tinge by which their con- 
versation is marked. 

Grammar School.—The progress 
of the scholars, in the acquirement 
of English and Sanscrit, has been 
steady. Two boys have been sent 
out as schoolmasters; and thus the 
school has begun to fulfil an impor- 
tant object in its plan. The boys 


are regularly instructed in religion, 
and almost all of them have commit- 
ted to memory our Lord’s Sermon 
on the Mount: some, indeed, have 
learnt this instructive portion of 


















Scripture by heart, both in English 
and Malayalim. The Church and 
Dr. Watts’s Catechisms enter into 
their course of study. 

Parochial Schools.—The schools 
are attended almost éXclusively by 
Syriac children: the Roman Catho- 
lics are prohibited from attending by 
their Bishop; and the Mahomedans 
and heathens are averse to receive 
Christian instruction. A change, in 
this respect, may, however, be anti- 
cipated; for the schools bear a good 
character among the people, and 
much pains are taken to keep the 
schoolmasters attentive to their duty. 
The numberof schools is fifty, and 
of scholars twelve hundred and thir- 
ty-one; that of schoolmasters is fifty- 
one, there being two in one of the 
schools. In some of the schools, 
the boys do not attend regularly; at 
the season of harvest, in particular, 
there is a falling-off in most places. 

Clergy.—In the past year, the im- 
provement of the Catanars was not 
great; but it is noticed, that some, 
who have been ordained since the 
establishment of the mission at Tra- 
vancore, conduct themselves in a 
manner more befitting their vocation 
than their seniors. The rites and 
ceremonies of the Syrian Church 
continue as usual; yet a hope is en- 
tertained, that, as the light of know- 
ledge is diffused among them, their 
superstitions will be laid aside. The 
Metran has, indeed, addressed a let- 
ter tothe churches, prohibiting some 
heathenish customs, which had been 
observed at their feasts. 

Churches.—YTwo new churches 
are building; and other churches are 
undergoing repairs. Considerable 
pecuniary aid is necessary to put the 
churches in a good state of repair; 
and the Syrians themselves, are too 
poor to supply the requisite means. 

Translations.—In reference to 
these, Mr. Bailey states: “Since I 
finished the revision of the New 
Testament, I have revised again the 
Epistle to the Romans, and the First 
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Epistle to the Corinthians. The 
Gospel of St. Matthew I have pre- 
pared for the press, and it has been 

rinted. The Gospels and the Acts 
of the Apostles are nearly prepared 
forthe press. There is a conside- 
rable desire excited among the Sy- 
rians in general, to possess the Sa- 
cred Scriptures; and it is no small 
grief to us, that we are not able to 
supply them with those invaluable 
treasures. The Gospel of St. Mat- 
thew is distributed as fast as we can 
get copies stitched together and put 
in boards.”’ 

Not long since, this mission was 
visited by the Rev. Marmaduke 
Thompson. Of the state of the Sy- 
rians, both priests and people, he 
speaks in not very favourable terms. 

Two improvements, however,— 
says the editor of the London Mis- 
sionary Register—he considers to be 
permanently effected—the abolition 
of the celibacy of the clergy, and the 
purifying of some of the festival so- 
lemnities from the heathenish admix- 
tures by which they were degraded; 
but he laments, among other things, 
the corrupt state of the Syrian Litur- 
gy, the low condition of the females, 
and the want of due regard to the 
Sabbath. He entertains, however, 
in common with all who duly appre- 
ciate the state and prospects of the 
mission, the most confident hopes, 
under the gracious influence of the 
Holy Spirit, of its ultimate success. 

Of the brotherly concord, and the 
devotedness of the missionaries to 
their work, he thus speaks: 

Our missionaries are worthy of 
our utmost esteem and confidence. 
Their part has been most difficult, 
particularly from the state of ex- 
treme ignorance, political depres- 
sion and dismal degradation in which 
they found the people; and, what was 
indeed to be expected from such a 
State, their tenaciousness of their 
Own customs and habits, and ex- 
treme jealousy of any interference 
with them, however unscriptural, 


H childish, and wrong. 








It pained me 
greatly to hear from them continu- 
ally the common heathen haalike of 
“ custom”’—* custom’? —" j it ur 
custom.”’ 

Our missionaries have these diffi- 
culties, and still bear up under all, 
with a degree of patience and ad- 
dress, of wisdom and prudence, 
which we cannot but hail with re- 
verence, as coming from above.— 
Nor is the unity of spirit, the sim- 
plicity, and the harmony and love, 
in which they live together, less 
striking, or less gratefully and de- 
voutly to be acknowledged. They 
respect one another; and they respect 
the objects of their missionary care, 
with all their failings, and especially 
the heads—the Metropolitan and the 
priesthood: and they enjoy the fruits 
of it, most manifestly, in mutual 
comforts and benefit, and in the re- 
verence of the whole people univer- 
Sally. 

Their devotedness to their work 
is equally admirable. They really 
live in toil, from morning till night; 
and not without much smarting.— 
Mr. Bailey and Mr. Fenn, particu- 
larly, suffer much not unfrequently; 
Mr. Bailey, from intense head-ache, 
Mr. Fenn, from more general visce- 
ral derangement. Yet they certain- 
ly do not spare themselves. “My 
only fear,”’ said Mr. Bailey to me, 
in reference to a late alarming ill- 
ness—‘*My only fear was, that the 
doctors would order me to England.”’ 

Their works do not yet appear, 
outwardly, to any very great extent; 
but enough is very visible, in each 
department—in the printing office, 
its establishment and produce in 
translations; in the college, and its 
youths, and the grammar school; in 
the parochial schools; above all, in 
these excellent men themselves, in 
their families, and in their inter- 
course with one another, and with 
the Metropolitan, Malpans, and Ca- 
tanars——-to make Cotym, and its 
whole charge, one of the most inte- 
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resting spots for the Christian visi- 
tor, we may boldly say, in all India 

Mr. Fenn, in a more recent com- 
muni@@tion to the Society, remarks 
as follo®s: 

The students at the College, in 
English and Latin and Sanscrit, are 
becoming proficients; and read and 
study like English youths: they have 


acquired a polish, in comparison of 


what they had. A lithe more than 
a month ago, I introduced Latin at 
the Cotym Grammar School, and 
have a class of nine; they are quite 
perfect in the declensions and con- 
jugations, regular and irregular, and 
will soon begin to construe; they 
learn with great eagerness. At the 
College, a little geography and as- 
tronomy has been learnt, and ts in a 
course of learning. I should like to 
iutroduce a simple course of mathe- 
matics. Iam only anxious not to ge- 
neralize their knowledge too much, 
but to inure them to laborious and 
patient investigation. 

On the 16th of May, the venera- 
ble Mar Dionysius, who, since the 
vear 18:7, has filled the office of 
Metropolitan of the Syrian Caurch, 
die@ suddenly; and on the 26th of 
June, Malpan Philip was elected his 
successor. ‘The manner of his elec- 
tion is thus described by the Editor 
ef the Missionary Register. 

Three were named, and lots cast 
in the primitive manner of an appeal 
to the will of God. For each per- 
son it appears that two papers were 
written in the following form: 

If it be the will of God that A 
should be chosen, let this paper 
come up. 

If it be the will of God that A 
should not be chosen, let this paper 
come up. 

The first paper which was drawn, 
was the negative paper of one of the 
ether candidates: the second was the 
paper of Philip, which established 
lim in the office. 

| Missionary Herald. 
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MEXIC9. 
Letter from Mr. Brigham to the 
Corresponding Secretary. 

In the Herald for March we men- 
tioned Mr. Brigham’s arrival at 
Mexico, about the commencement 
of the present year. Very recently, 
a letter has been received from him, 
dated Vera Cruz, (a seaport on the 
Gulf of Mexico,) March 17th, from 
which the following are extracts. 

[ Ibid. 

Dear Sir: Through the goodness 
of Divine Providence, I have reach- 
ed the last port in Spanish America, 
which I was to visit, and am to-mor- 
row to embark for the United States. 
I go first to New Orleans, as no ves- 
sel sails immediately for any of our 
other ports, and I have a fear of re- 


maining long in this most sickly of 


places, and consider that there may 
be some good ends answered by vi- 
siting New Orleans. 

My residence in Mexico has been 
about two months, in which time I] 
have learned much of its moral, lite- 
rary, and political state, and have 
formed many interesting acquaint- 
ances, with some of whom I shall 
hereafter correspond. 1 have only 
room at present to say, that, as re- 
gards the appearance of Mexico ci- 
ty, its houses, public and private, its 
streets, &c. itis far superior to any 
city of the Spanish republics, and in 
many respects superior to any city 
of our country. 

The interior of the dwelling-hou- 
ses is by no means equal to the ex- 
terior, and they are not so well fur- 
nished as in the South American 
seaport cities. The people, I think, 
are not generally so intelligent, cer- 
tainly not so refined, as the South 
Americans, and are more superstl- 
tious, more jealous of strangers, and 
in point of morals about the same. 
Priests, monks, and nuns are nume- 
rous, and yet exert a great influence 
over the people. 

The Scriptures, however, are now 
freely introduced and circulated, and 
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I think the demand for them is 
greater than in any of the Southern 
republics. As for a free’ tolera 
tion of religion, it cannot be hoped 
for yet in many years: they are very 
different people from the Buenos 
Ayreans, as regards toleration 

Their colleges are large, some of 
them well endowed, and have many 
students, but their books, and of 
course their instruction, are of the 
kind in vogue in the dark ages. 

A Lancastrian school is now in 
operation, and a Mr. Jones, son-in- 
law of Mr. Lancaster, has hopes of 
establishing svon a school for teach- 
ers. 

The number of Indians in Mexi- 
co is yreat, sald to be two millions, 
and unlike any other city in the new 
world, they live aid jabour in the city 
itself, and suburbs, speaking gene- 
rally only their own tongue, “and re- 
taining most of their ancient Cus- 
toms. They may be regarded as 
industrious, yet, through their great 
intemperance, are poor and miser- 
able. I never see them without 
pitying their hard lot, and thinking 
of the horrible cruelties and abuses, 
which they have received from their 
Catholic conquerors. 

With the march of liberty and in- 
felligence, their condition will no 
doubt be improved, as will that of 
all the lower classes in all these 
countries. After having seen much, 
very much, of Spanish America, and 
very much at present to disapprove, 
Y have still strong hopes, that a 
great change is rapidly taking place 
for the better, and that practical re- 
ligion, and domestic virtue, will yet 
abound, as well as liberty and intel- 
ligence. ¥ oreigners are coming in 
by hundreds, giving us ground to 
believe, when considering the great- 
hess and goodness of these terri- 
tories, that many millions of beings 
are here to live, and act, and die. 
How important, then, that prayers 
be offered, and means used, so far 
as practicable, that™these millions 
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may grow up and live in such a way 
as to die happy. 

I shall now hasten as rapidly as 
possible towards the northern states, 
hoping to be in Boston before the 
end of May. 

I shoule have been home before 
this, but for the many delays and ub- 
stacles in travelling in this country. 
You cannot go to or from the capi- 
tal. withouta large party, on account 
of Banditti, and for company must 
often wait long. We saw two com- 
panies on the road which had been 
robbed, and we escaped but narrow- 
ly ourselves, Siucerely yours, 

J.C. Brigham. 


ne 


DOMESTIC. 


/DONATIONS TO THE EDUCATION 


SOCIETY. 
From the Female Auxiliary Education 
$158 
Fron the Female Auxiliary Soci- 


ety of Orange county, Va. - 20. 





Several hundred volumes of Books 
have just been received as a donation ta 


We shall be able to specify particulars 
in our next number. 


NOTICE 
An examination of the Students of the 
Theological School of Virginia, will take 
place at Alexandria on Tuesday and 


Wednesday, the 11th and 12th of) July. 
|The Trustees are requested to attend; 
-and the friends of the Institution gene- 





rally are invited to be present on the oe- 
casion. 
Alexandria, June 9th, 1826. 


NEW EPISCOPAL CHURCH OR- 
GANIZED. 

A meeting of wie triends of the 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
held at Port Gibson, Mississippi, on 
Monday, the 10th ult. resolved to 
organize themselves into a body or 
congregation, to be denominated the 
Protestant Episcopal Congregation 
of Port Gibsen. 





Theological School at Alexandria. . 
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MARYLAND CONVENTION. 


Wednesday, the 24th ulto. the 
Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in the Diocess of 
Maryland, commenced its annual 
session, in St. Paul’s Church, Bal- 
timore. The clerical and lay mem- 
bers amounted to seventy-two. Af- 
ter an interesting & appropriate dis- 
course from the Rev. Dr. Wyatt, 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per was administered by the Bishop, 
assisted by the Rev. Mr. Gillis. 

The proceedings of the Conven- 
tion were marked by an unusual 
degree of unanimity, and of liberal 
and catholic feeling. On Thursday 
morning, the Bishop read his ad- 
dress, which was peculiarly accept- 
able to the Convention. 

The Report of the Committee on 
the state of the Church, jis an arti- 
cle of great excellence; and we 
wait for the publication of the pro- 
ceedings, in order to give it to our 
readers entire. 

The elections were as follows: 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Western Shore.—Rev Dr. Wy- 
att, Rev. Mr. Henshaw, Rev. Mr. 
Johns, Rev. Mr. Addison. 

Eastern Shore.—Rev. Mr. Jack- 
son, Rev. Mr. Bayne, Rev. Mr. 
Stratton. 


DELEGATES TO THE NEXT GENERAL 
CONVENTION. 

Western Shore-—Rev. Dr. Wy- 
att, Rev. Mr. Henshaw, A. C. Ma- 
gruder, Esq. F. S. Key, Esq. 

Eastern Shore.—Rev. William 
Jackson, Rev. Dr. Clowes, Tench 
Tilghman, Esq. Eccleston, Esq. 


No measure of great importance 
was presented to the attention of 
this body, excepting the association 
of Clergymen for preaching the gos- 
pel, whieh was greatly approved, 
and elicited some remarks from the 
Bishop, highly commending the 
practice, and urging the Clergy to 
engage in it. 


Wednesday night, the Rev. Mr. | 








Johns preached a sermon, in St. 
Paul’s Church, of much interest 
and ability, in behalf of the Mission- 
ary Society of the Diocess. 

Thursday night, the Rev. Dr. 
Ayedelotte delivered, in St. Peter’s 
Church, a most impressive and able 
discourse for the Prayer Book and 
Homily Society. 

Friday evening, animated address- 
es were made, at Christ Church, in 
behalf of the Seamen’s Bethel Union 
Society, by the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, 
the Rev. Mr. Bryan, and the Rev. 
Mr. Wheat, late a student in the 
Theological Seminary at Alexan- 
dria. 

The Convention adjourned on 
Friday, to meet next year at Ches- 


tertown, on the Eastern Shore of 


Maryland. 

The Sunday following, the Right 
Rev. Bishop Kemp admitted to the 
holy order of Priests the Rev. J. G. 
Claxton, the Rev. Mr. Hotchkiss, 
the Rev. Mr. Mitchell & Mr. Peck; 
and to the holy order of Deacons, Mr. 
Harris, a young gentleman who has 
for some time past labored as lay- 
reader on Kent Island, and succeed- 
ed in reviving the Church; and we 
are informed, that a new edifice has 
been commenced. 


VIRGINIA CONVENTION, 

The meeting of tie Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of Virginia, took place on the 18th 
ult. at Lynchburgh. 

We regret that we are not able 
to furnish our readers with an ac- 
count of the proceedings of this bo- 
dy. We understand, however, the 
venerable Bishop, and more than 
twenty Clergymen, together with a 
respectable number of Lay gentle 
men, attended; and that the busi- 
ness was conducted in the concilia- 
tory spirit and harmonious manner 
which have uniformly characterized 
this Conventign. The Report of 
the Trustees of the Theological 
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School, is said to be an interesting 
paper, and exhibits the institution in 
as flourishing circumstances as its 
friends could reasonably anticipate. 


Afier a session of three days, the] 


Convention adjourned to meet in 
May next, at fredericksburg. On 
Thursday, the 18th, the new Church, 
which had been so far completed as 
to accommodate the Convention, 
was consecrated; on which occa- 
sion, an appropriate sermon was de- 
livered by the Bishop. On Sun- 
day, the 2lst, the rite of confirma- 
tion was administered to about thir- 
ty persons; and the Rev. Messrs. 
Brooke, Croes, Gunter, Jno. Mc- 
Cruire, and Chevers, Deacons, were 
admitted to the order of Priests.— 
Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Wilmer. 


PENNSYLVANIA CONVENTION, 


The annual convention of this 
diocess, assembled in the borough 
of Reading on Tuesday, the 9th 
May. ‘Thtre were present, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Wuure, and 
thirty-siz presbyters and deacons. 
‘Twenty-nine parishes, or churches, 
were vepresented by fifty-six lay 
delegates. The Rev. W. H. De 
LAancry was chosen secretary. 

On the next day, the Convention 
proceeded in a body to the new and 
‘beautiful church recently erected, 
principally by the liberality of 
Messrs. George D. B. and Benne- 
ville Keim, which was solemnly con- 
secrated by the Bishop to the wor- 
ship of God, according to the usage 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America, by 
the name of Christ Church in the 
borough of Reading. Morning 
prayer was read by the Rev. Dr. 
Abercrombie and the Rev. Mr. Be- 
dell, and a sermon was preached by 
the Bishop. 

The next day the Convention met 
at eight o’clock, whe the Bishop 
read his annual address, which, upon 
application, we have been permitted 
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to copy, and we furnish it to our 
readers in anticipation ofits publica- 


| tion in the journal of the Conven- 


tion. 
Brethren, the Clerical and the Lay 
Members of this Convention. 

My annual Report, agreeably to 
the 45th Canon, is as follows:— 

I set off on the 30th May last, ona 
journey contemplated for a long 
time, to the western parts of the 
diocess; the Rev. Jackson Kemper 
being with me, and considered as in 


‘the service of the Committee of 


Missions. 

On the evening of the 31st, Mr. 
Kemper read prayers, and preached 
in the city of Lancaster; and on the 
evening of the Ist of June, he did 
the same in Harrisburg. In this 
town, there are a few families of our 
Church, much attached to our ser- 
vices. The Rev. Mr. Williams, of 
Yorktown, gave them a portion of 
his labours for awhile; but this was 
put an end to, by his removal to 
Baltimore. For some time past, the 
Rev. Jacob De Pui, ordained a 
Deacon by me in the course of the 
last summer, began his ministry in 
this place, but, as I hear, now offici- 
ates in Bloomsburg; being succeed- 
ed, as I also hear, by the Rev. John 
B. Clemson, ordained by me a Dea- 
con, inthe course of the last autumn. 
Harrisburg being the seat of Govern- 
ment, it is the more desirable, on 
that account, that there should be in 
it a settled minister: and I lately 
heard with great satisfaction, of a 
subscription for the building of a 
Church. 

On the evening of the next day, 
Mr. Kemper read prayers, and 
preached in Millerstown. 

On the 3d, Mr. Kemper read 
prayers and I preached in Thomson- 
town. It was a gratification to us, 
to find the Episcopalians of that 
place, entirely satisfied with my con- 
duct, and that of the Standing Com- 
mittee, in our not having complied 
with an application made by thes 
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some months before, in favour of a 
person who had acted among then 
in the ministerial character in de- 
fiance of the ecclesiastical authority 

On the same day we reachec 
Lewistown, where, in the evening 
Mr. Kemper preached: on which 
Occasion, an adult fernale was bap 
tized by the Rector, the Rev. Mr 
Piggot, and confirmed by me. 

The next day, we reached Hunt 
ingdon; where, on the day following, 
being Sunday, in the forenoon, Mr 
Kemper reading prayers, I preached 
and confirmed ten persons, and ad- 
ministered the communion, in a 
house occupied by different religious 
societics. Mr. Kemper read pray 
ers and preached in the afternoon. 
and again in the evening. The few 
members of our Church in this 
place, have sustained various disap- 
pointments from causes over which 
they had no control; and we think, 
that there should therefore be ex- 
tended to them, all the attention and 
the aid, which circumstances may 
permit. 

On the following morning, we left 
Huntingdon; and in the evening came 
to Hollidaysburg, where, being ac- 
commodated in the house of a mem- 
ber of our Church, who had congre- 
gated a considerable number of 
hearers, Mr. Kemper read prayers 
and preached, and I administered 
confi: mation to two persons. 

The next two days were spent in 
traveling over the Alleghany and 
other ridges to Pittsburg, which we 
reached on the evening of Thurs- 
day. On the evening of Friday, 1 
preached, Mr. Kemper reading 
prayers. 1 also held a confirmation: 
it being thought desirable, that the 
candidates for the rite should be di- 
vided into two bodies; ove for this oc- 
casion, and the other for the ap- 
proacning Sunday. 

On that day, in the forenoon, I 
consecrated the newly erected 
Church in this city, which had been 
called by the name of the holy and 
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undivided Trinity. I also preached, 
confirmed, and administered the holy 
-ommunion; the morning service 
and that of the ante-communion, 
naving been read by Mr. Kemper. 
The whole number confirmed in 
Pitsburg, were 135. Mr. Kemper 
preached in the afternoon and in the 
evening. We could not but be grati- 
fied in witnessing the effects of the 
exertions of our fellow-members of 
ihe Church; and the judicious direc- 
tion given to them by their present 
pastor, the Rev. John H. Hopkins: 
especially visible in the increased 
number of communicants, and in the 
lately erected Church; which we 
considered as a work of correct 
taste, and an ornament to the state. 

On Monday afternoon, we set off 
for the town of Beaver, which we 
reached in the morning of the next 
day, when Mr. Kemper read pray- 
ers, and [ preached. The Rev. 
Francis Reno met us; but there were 
none prepared for confirmation, nor 
had we reason to expect any in other 
districts. Our Church, on the west 
of tbe Alleghany River, has been for 
many years in a_ state of decline. 
We lett Beaver in the afternoon, and 
returned to Pittsburg in the afier- 
noon of the following day. Mr. 
Kemper preached in the evening, 
and | again confirmed. 

On the next day, we set off for 
Wheeling, which we reached on 
Friday. Although this is beyond 
the limits of the diocess, I was in- 
duced by the earnest wishes of the 
congregation, backed by those of 
Bishop Moore, to extend my journey 
\o that town, for the consecration of 
St. Matthew’s Church, lately erect- 
ed there. I had in some measure, 
pledged myself to this service, in 
the preceding year, but was prevent- 
ed by the providential event, which 
frustrated almost the whole design 
of my jou , at that time. Here, 
we chm acquaintance with 
the Rev. John Armstrong, formerly 
ofthis diocess, but now Pastor of the 
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Church in Wheeling. On Sunday 
the 13th, I consecrated it, and 
preached, Mr. Kemper reading pray- 
ers, and held a confirmation of 19 
persons. Mr. Kemper preached in 
the afternoon, and evening. 

Having left Wheelingon Monday, 
we arrived at Brownsville in the 
af.ernoon of the next day. In the) 





evening, Mr. Kemper read prayers 
and preached. The next day, I | 
consecrated Christ Church, preach- | 
ed, administered the holy com- | 
munion, and confirmed 11 persons: | 
there having been a preparation for 
this solemnity, by the Rev. Mr. 
Bausman, whois the Pastor of this 
Church, and who read prayers on 
the occasion. In the evening, Mr 
Kemper read prayers and preach- 
ed. 

The next day, we proceeded to 
Connelsviile. We have no Church 
in this small, but flourishing settle- 
ment; but there are a few families, 
who are very desirous of having 
among them the ministry of the 
Gospel, agreeably to the services of | 
our Chureb; which they have occa- 
sionally, from the ministry of Mr. 
Bausman. I preached in this place 
and confirmed 6 persons, Mr. 
Kemper reading prayers. He also 
preached in the evening. 

The next day, we travelled to 
- Greensburg; where the congrega- 
tion, at an expense very consider- 
able, when considered in relation to 
their numbers, and their means, had 
erected a convenient building and 
called it Christ Church, in which I 
preached on Saturday afternvon, and 
which I consecrated the next day; 
preaching on the occasion, and Mr. 
Kemper reading prayers; who also 
preached in the afternoon and in the 
evening. In the forenoon, I also 
confirmed 60 persons. The con- 
gregation being without a Pastor. 
they had been prepared by the Rev. 
Mr. Hopkins, who had made a pre- 
vious visit to Greensburg, with a 








view to this object; and who met us 
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on this occasion, agreeably to a 
promise, made by him in Pittsburg. 

The next two days, were spen: by 
us In crossing the Alleghany Moun- 
tain, and other rough ridges, in the 
way to Bedford; and in our course, 
we had no opportunity of officiating, 
except, that in Stoystown, a member 
of our church having gathered a 
congregation in a house occupied by 
different religious societies, Mr. 
Kemper read prayers and preached. 
We spent a day in Bedford. during 
which, I preached, by consent, ina 
house belonging to another religious 
society, Mr. Kemper reading pray- 
ers. 

The remainder of the week, was 
spent in our Journey to Carlisle. 
Here, on the next day, Sunday, July 
the 3d, I preached in the forenoon, 
Mr. Kemper reading prayers, and 
confirmed 9 persons. Mr. Kemper 
preached in the afternoon. 

The next morning, we crossed 
the mountain between Carlisle and 
Christ Church, Adams county, and 
reached that place in time for me to 
»reach, and confirm 9 persons, Mr. 
Kemper reading prayers. 

In the forenoon of next day, we 
arrived at Yorktown, which is at pre- 
sent without a Pastor. I preached, 
and confirmed 11 persons, prepared 
by the Rev. Mr. Williams, before 
bis late removal to Baltimore; Mr. 
Kemper preached in the evening. 
In this town, we were met by the 
Rev. Mr. Clarkson, in order to his 
accompanying of us to Marietta and 
Pequea. To the former place, he 
extends his labours from Lancaster; 
officiating to a small body of Episco- 
palians, in a house occupied by 
preachers of different denomina- 
tions. Here I preached, adminis- 
tered the holy communion, and con- 
firmed 20 persons. 

On the evening of the same day, 
we reached Lancaster, and, on the 
afternoon of next day arrived at the 
house of :a member of our Church, 
in the neighbourhood of the Church 
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of Pequea. Here, on the forenoon 
of the next day, I preached, and con- 
firmed 27 persons. 

The next day we crossed the 
Welsh mountains, and came to 
Shurchtown; where, on the next 
forenoon, Mr. Kemper preached. 
Here, the Rev. Levi Bull joined us, 
and we rode in the afternoon to 
Morgantown; where, Mr. Kemper 
reading prayers, I preached, and ad- 
ministered the right of confirmation 
to 44 persons. 

The last of my appointments, had 
for its principal object, the conse- 
crating of St. Thomas’s Church, 
lately erected in this place. I had 
been enabled, under the protection 


of a gracious providence, to keep all | 


my appointments with punctuality; 
which, in regard to the intended con- 
secration, was without effect; owing 
to an unexpected delay of my letter 
on the road. It had been written to 
Mr. Bull, about a fortnight before, 
from Wheeling; but was not received 
by him, until the evening before my 
arrival. It was now too late, to give 


netite to many distant members of 


our communion, who had taken an 
interest in the building of the 
Church 
earnestly pressed, and consented to 
make another journey in the ensu- 
ing August, forthe accomplishing o 
the object. 

The next morning we set off for 
our home, which we reached in 
the evening; and, as we trusted, with 
eratitude for our preservation, during 
a journey of about 830 miles, finish- 
ed in the space of precisely five 
weeks; and for being sustained in 
the duties to which it was devoted. 

On Sunday, the 24th of July, in 
St. John’s Church, in the Northern 
Liberties, of Philadelphia, I ordained 
to the holy office of Deacons, Jacob 
De Pui, of this diocess. 

On the 25th of July, I went to 
New-York to be present at the an- 
nual meeting of the Trustees of the 
Theological Seminary, and the ex- 


On this account, I was | 
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| amination, and the graduation of 


students. It is but justice to express 
the opinion, which seemed to be 
that of all present on the occasion, 
the exercises were demonstrative of 
the talents and the industry of the 
professors and of the proficiency of 
the students. There was a gradua- 
tion of three of them. Duringemy 
stay, I had the satisfaction of laying 
the corner stone of the building de- 
signed for the permanent seat of the 
Institution, and to be erected on the 
ground generously given for that 
purpose, by Clement C. Moore, 
IXsq. On the SOth of the month, | 
preached in the new Church, in 
Brooklyn, on the occasion of its being 
consecrated by Bishop Croes, acting 
for the Bishop of the diocess in his 
absence. On the next day, I sup- 
plied the place of the same Right 
Rev. Brother, by the ordination of 
two young men, to the holy oflice of 
Deacons, in Christ Church, An- 
thony street; on which occasion, J] 
preached; as also in St. George’s in 
the afternoon. 

On the 2ist of August, having 
again repaired to Morgantown, the 
Rev. Mr. Kemper accompanying 
me, I consecrated St. Thomas’s 
Church in that place, and preached; 
Mr. Kemper reading prayers. I 
again admunistered there the right 
of confirmation, and the number 
contirmed was 5. 

The same day, we went on to 
Churchtown, where Mr. Kemper 
read prayers and preached in the 
afternoon. 

The next day we proceeded to 
Christ Church, in the township of 
Leacock, where I preached, Mr. 
Kemper reading prayers. The Rev. 
Mr. Clarkson had joined us, and I 
confirmed 28 persons. 

On the 25th of September, I held 
an ordination of Deacons, in St. 
Stephen’s Church, Philadelphia. 
The persons ordained, were David 
C. Page, Caleb I. Good, and John 
B. Clemson, all of this diocess. 
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On the 13th of October, in St. | 


Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia, 1 
ordained to the holy office of Dea- 
cons, Greenbury W. Ridgley, and 
preached on the occasion. 

On the 23d of December, in St. 
Stephen’s Church, Philadelphia, I 
ordained to the holy office of Dea- 
cons, John Davis and James Ward; 
the latter being a coloured man. 
On the same day, I held a confirma- 
tion of 12 persons. 

On the 19th of March, I held a 
confirmation and preached in St. 
St. Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia. 
The number confirmed was 29. 

The only confirmation held by me, 
in the Churches, under my paro- 
chial care, was in St. Peter’s Church, 
onthe 25th of March, when 51 were 
confirmed. 

Having this day, in the presence 
of the Convention, held a confirma- 
tion of 14 persons, it is a fact which 
properly comes within the compass 
of this report. The same may be 
remarked, of the intended ordination 
of the Rev. Wm. Eldred, to the holy 
office of Priests, and of Wm. R. 
Bowman, to the holy office of Dea- 
cons, if carried into effect, during the 
session of the convention. ‘To mor- 
row is appointed for the ordina- 
tion. 

The whole number confirmed by 
‘me, is 503. 

I proceed, as on former occasions 
like the present, to give an account 
of the changes which have taken 
place in our Ministry. 

The most prominent event under 
this head, is the decease of the Rev. 
Joseph Pilmore, D. D. so long 
known among us, as a successful 
labourer in the Gospel; but who, in 
consequence of great age and in- 
creasing infirmities, was under the 
necessity of reluctantly ending his 
labours before the ending of his life. 
His decease, was on the 25th of July, 
and he has been removed from his 
works, as we trust, and believe, to 


his reward. In his last will, he has | 


| 
| 
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manifested his affection for the 
Church, by devising, alfter#the pay- 
ment of certain legacies, one half of 
what he had possessed, to the fund 
for the support of a future Bishop. 
Some difficulties have arisen, as to 
the legal construction of this part of 
his will. Strong hopes are enter- 
tained, that they will be removed; 
especially as there can be no doubt, 
as to the intention of the testator. 
The only changes of parochial 
cure, are that ofthe Rev. John Rod- 
ney, being transferred from Easton 
to Germantown, his being succeed- 
ed by the Rev. Samuel Bowman, 
from Pequea; the removal of the 
Rev. E. R. Lippitt, and of the Rev. 
Albert A. Muller, from the diocess; 
and the accession to it of the Rev. 
George Weller, from the diocess of 
Maryland; also of the Rev. R. D. 
Hall, and of the Rev. Charles Smith, 
from the diocess of New Jersey. 
Frederick Clement Jones, former- 
ly notified as a candidate, has been 
transferred, at his desire, to the 
ecclesiastical authority of Vermont. 


There have been admitted as 
candidates, John Paterson, John 
Campbell, Wm. Bryant, Henry 


Hood, John H. Marsden, and Darius 
Williams, Jr. 

It remains, to give an account of 
the various Institutions, connected 
with our Church. 

The Bible Society of Philadelphia 
is not exactly of this description; 
various religious societies having an 
interest in its concern, and being as- 
sociated in the government of it; yet 
I cannot but present it as meriting 
the regard and the contributions of 
the members of our church, so long 
as it continues agreeably to its pro- 
fessed principle, to distribute the 
Bible without note or comment, not 
from disapprobation of aid of this 
description, but leaving to every re- 
ligious denomination the giving of 
explanations agreeable to their pe- 
culiar views; and further, so long as 
it is not made an engine of inroads 
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en our ecclesiastical system—-the 
course ofcenduct hitherto pursued 
by it. 

The Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, still labours under 
the want of adequate aid from our 
church throughout the union. So 
far as this is owing to the recent for- 
mation of societies for diocesan 
missions, it is a portion not improper- 
ly assumed, of what would else be a 
part of the labour in the other line. 
But, as the Society was instituted by 
the General Convention; as it was 
designed to carry its operations 
beyond the limits of the United 
States; and, as even within them, 
there are frequent claims from dis- 
tricts as destitute of Christian preach- 
ing. and the administration of re- 
ligious services, as even our western 
wilds, there are expectations from 
the beneficence of our church 
throughout the union which have 
not been realized. Under these 
disadvantages, however, the Society 
has not been inefficient. ‘The most 
considerable effect of their agency, 
through their executive committee, 
has been the establishment of a mis- 
sion at Green Bay, in the Michigan 
Territory. They have also support- 
ed missionaries at Detroit, at St. 
Lovis, and in the state of Indiana 

Little needs to be said of the So- 
ciety for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Pennsylvania, as copies of 
its printed report will be presented 
to the members ofthis body. I know 
of no institution that might be made 
so effective as this, for the extension 
of our church within the diocess. 
There is, however, the embarrassing 
circumstance attached to their exis- 
tence, that it raises expectations 
beyond what can be met by the scanty 
means possessed; a consideration 
which ought to excite to more ex 
tensive exertions than have as yet 
been put forth. 
® ¥ * * *% 

The fund for the support of a fu- 
ture Bishop, increases very slowly. 
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If the bequest designed for it by Dr. 
Pilmore should be obtained, although 
far from rendering the fund adequate 
to the objects, it will be a consider- 
able addition to this desirable mean 
of detaching the Bishop from the 
charge of a parish, and of rendering 
episcopal superintendence more use- 
ful than at present. 

In my last annual communication, 
there was intimated the design of an 
education society for the gratuitous 
support of voung men in their col- 
legiate studies, with a view to the 
ministry. The Society is now little 
more than In an incipient state, and 
almost the whole of their stock has 
been the fruit of exertions of female 
associations, formed for the aid of 
the design. There are two bene- 
ficiaries on the fund. 

At the close of the last anrual con- 
vention, there was devolved on mea 
duty, in reference to the pzrochial 
statements. which had been delivered 
in. That duty was discharged to 
the best of mv judgment, and the 
statements, in the form of reports, 
went from my hands to the press. 
| now announce to my brethren of the 
clergy, in regard to any statement 
prepared for my hands, that it will 
be expedient to deliver them in time 
for my perusal before the rising of 
this body. 

It is known to many of my brethren 
of the clergy, in reference to possible 
deviations from the Articles, or from 
the Rubrics, or from the Canons of 
the Church, that, in my opinion, they 
are not officially cognizable unt 
brought forward by presentment. 
What may be the duty of the Bishop 
in the way of private expostulation, 
is put out of view, as a matter that 
should be in confidence, and accom- 
modated to the characters and the 
circuinstances of different individu- 
als. There are two points, however, 
in which my responsibility is as much 
committed as in regard to present 
ment. The points alluded to, con- 
cern candidates for deacon’s orders, 
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and deacons looking forward to the 
priesthood. 

Of the former, some have been 
encouraged to take on tiiemselves 
the offices of the ministry, covering 
the exercises of public prayer and 
public preaching by some other 
names; under which it has been 
thought, that the provisions of our 
church may be evaded. I wish it 
to be understood, that in the case of 
such a candidate, his irregularities 
being known, I hold it inconsistent 
with the solemn engagements lying 
on me to ordain him. * * * 

Brethren of the Convention.—lIt 
is a subject of thanksgiving to Al- 
mighty God, which ought to be 
habitually offered by your Bishop, 
that at this late period of his life, he 
can join with you in sustaining and 
extending the knowledge ofthe truths 
o! tae gospel, and their end and aim 
in the holy morality connected with 
them; neither of which have con 
siderable effect or permanency but 
in alliance with the other. 

As his exertions, directed to this 
object, must have a visible shape, 
he knows of po other that he can 
conform to and encourage, than the 
provisions of our church, under the 
heads of doctrine, worship, and ec- 
elesiastical constitution and govern- 
ment. On this subject his feelings 
- are so far from being associated with 
hostility to religious denominations, 
differing from us, that he knows of 
no other way in which charity to- 
wards them can be maintained, con- 
sistently with the integrity of prin- 
eiple. 

In relation to any efforts which 
may be made, for what he considers 
as a deterioration of our system, it is 
from deliberate design, that he occa- 
sionally raises his warning voice in 
the convention; and he now avails 
himself of his right to record his 
sense of the subject on your journal, 
that it may there survive him, and 
perhaps serve as a caution after his 
decease. WM. WHITE. 

Vo). 7.....No, 11-65 








On Thursday, the business of the 
Convention was suspended to allow 
of an ordination. Morning Prayer 
was read by the Rev. Mr. Weller, 
and a sermon preached by the Rev. 
Mr. Clay, after which the Rev. 
William Eldred, deacon, missionary 
in Columbia and Lycoming counties, 
was admitted to the holy order of 
priest, and Mr. W. R. Bowman was 
admitted deacon. The Lord’s sup- 
per was administered by the Bishop. 

Parochial reports from twenty- 
seven parishes were laid before the 
Convention by the Bishop, and, by 
order of the Convention, were read. 

The following gentlemen were 
elected the standing committee for 
the ensuing year: Rev Dr. Aber- 
crombie, Rev. Messrs. Kemper. De 
Lancey, Montgomery, and Ives. 
Messrs. W. Tilghman, J. Read, C. 
Comegys, C. Wheeler, J. S. Smith. 

Deputies to the General Conven- 
tion.—Rev. Messrs. Kemper, Mont- 
gomery, Clay, and Hopkins. Messrs. 
W. Meredith, H- Binney, W. Tilgh- 
man, and David Scott. 

Trustees of the Theological Semi 
nary —Rev. Dr. Beasley, Rev. 
Messrs. Muhlenburg, Kemper, 
Rodney, and Montgomery. Messrs, 
W. Tilghman, David Scott, J. Read, 
and Dr P. Mowry. 

Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund, 
—Mr. J. Read. 

Treasurer of the Convention 
fund.—Mr. J. C. Lowber. 

St. John’s Church, Franklin, 
Venango county; St. Stephen’s 
Church, Harrisburg, and St. Ste- 
phen’s Church, Thomsontown, 
Mifflin county, were admitted into 
union with the Convention. 

The next convention is to be held 
at Harrisburg, on the Tuesday after 
the first Wednesday in May, 1827, 
at six o’clock, P. M. 

A vote of thanks to the inhabitants 
of Reading, for the hospitality with 
which they had received the mem- 
bers, was passed unanimously. 

(Church Register. 
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NEW JERSEY CONVENTION. 

The annual Convention of the di- 
ocess of New Jersey, assembled at 
Salem on Wednesday, May the 31st. 
There were present of the clergy, 


the Right Rev. John Croes, D. D.' 


Bishop, eight presbyters, and ove 
deacon. Eleven parishes were re- 
presented by twenty-one laymen.— 
The Convention was opened with the 
celebration of divine service; prayers 
being read by the Rev. Mr. Mat- 
thews, of Bellville, and a sermon 
preached by the Rev. John Croes, 
Jr. of Patterson, after which, the 
Lord’s Supper was administered by 
the Bishop, assisted by the Rev. J. 
Croes, Jr. At the same time, the 
Rev. C. F. Cruse was admitted to 
the holy order of priests. 

The following persons were elect- 
ed delegates to the General Con- 
vention to be held in Philadelphia, in 
November next: 

Clergy—The Rev. Dr. Wharton, 
Rev. J. Croes, Jr. Rev. G. Y. More- 
house, Rev. C. Dunn. 

Laity—J. V. Clark, Jos. Marsh, 
James Barker, D. Garrison, Esqs. 

The standing committee for the 
ensuing year, are Rev. J. Croes, Jr. 
Rev. J. Chapman, Rev. J. M. Ward, 
Rev. W.L. Johnson. 

The persons nominated to serve 
as trustees of the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary, for the three years 
following the next General Conven- 
tion, are the Rev. J. Croes, Jr. Rev. 
W. L. Johnson, Peter Kean, Esq. 

The convention adjourned on the 
first day of June. Ib. 


CONVENTION OF GEORGIA, 

Extract of Letter to the Editor from a 
friend in Georgia, dated May 19th, 1826. 

‘The Annual Convention of our 
Church, in this Diocess, was held at 
Macon, in this state, on the 24th and 
25th ult. There were present, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, our provi- 
sional Bishop, three Presbyters, and 
Lay delegates from two congrega- 
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tions, There were reported to the 
Convention, as administered during 
the past year, 41 baptisms, of which 
8 were adult, and the number of 
communicants reported, was 164. 
Confirmation was administered in 
Christ Church parish, Macon, on 
the 25th of April, to 4 persons; and 
in the Church at Augusta, on Sun- 
day, the 30th of April, to 15 per- 
sons. Our Journal is now in press, 
and will shortly appear.’’ Ib. 


ORDINATIONS. 


At an Ordination held at St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Marblehead, on the 
16th of February, the Rev. Thomas 
S. W. Moot was admitted to the or- 
der of Presbyters, by the Rt. Rey. 
Bishop Griswold. 

On Wednesday, the 12th of April, 
Mr. Richard Peck, and on Sunday, 
the 23d of April, John Bristed, Esq. 
were admitted to the holy order of 
Deacons, by the same Prelate, in St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol, R. I. 

In St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 
(R. 1.) May 17th, the Rt. Rev. Alex- 
ander V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop of 
the Eastern Diocess, admitted to the 
Holy Order of Deacons, Mr. Sourn- 
ERLAND Dovetass, of the General 
Theological Seminary, New York, 
and Mr. Bensamin C. C. Parker, 
of Boston, Ms. 





The Rev. Atonzo Porter, Pre- 
sident of Geneva College, N. Y. has 
been invited to take charge of St 
Paul’s Church, Boston. 





Among the passengers arrived at 
New York, on Saturday, from Liver- 
pool, in the ship Pacific, were the 
Hon. and Rt. Rev. Charles James 
Stewart, Bishop of Quebec, the Rev. 
Crosbie Morgell, Chaplain to the 
Bishop, and the Rev. Joseph Hud- 
son, Chaplain to the army, Kingston, 
Lower Canada. 





MISSIONS. 
Leesburg, Va. May 23d, 1826. 

To the Rev. George Boyd: 
Dear Sir: The auxiliary Mission- 
ary Society of Episcopal Ladies in 
Leesburg, has directed me to trans- 
mit to you, the enclosed sum of $17. 
The diminished amount of our 
contributions in this year, mightseem 
to indicate a diminution of our zeal 
in the cause of missions. Al- 
though we profess not to feel as 
lively an interest in this cause as the 
nature of the blessings it diffuses, 
demands. yet such an inference 
would be painful to us. We can 
account for the present state of our 
treasury so apparently less prosper- 
ous than formerly. Our efforts to 
procure donations, are made now in 
behalt of the Tieological Seminary 
of Alexandria, designed principally 
for the education of ministers for the 
Episcops! Church in Va. This ob- | 
ject equally demands our aid with 
distant missions. and more sensibly 
attracts our sympathies. T» the 
one, we devote our subscriptions; 
to the other, all the donations we 
can procure. We cease not to join 
our prayers with those ofour fellow 
Christians, for the speedy and uni- 
versal diffusion of the “Everlasting 
Gospel.”” By order of the Society. 
Mary F. ALEXANDER, Sec’ry. 
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AMERICAN S. SCHOOL UNION. 


The second Anniversary of this 
noble institution was celebrated on 
Tuesday evening last, in the First 
Presbyterian Church in Washington 
Square. : 

ALEXANDER Henry, Esq. Presi- 
dent of the Society, took the chair at 
half past 7 o’clock, P. M. and the 
throne of grace was addressed by 
the Rev. James Lownis, D. D. of 
the Presbyterian Church, of Wash- 
ington City. The Rev. GrorceE 
Boyp, of the Episcopal Church, of 
Philadelphia, read the following Ode 
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written for the occasion by our fel- 
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low citizen, W. B. Tappan, which 
was sung. 


Ode Written for the Second Anniversary 
of the American S. S. Union. 7 


If this low vale of strife and tears 
Were never sunn’d by Mercy’s beam, | 
W here gladness now, O God, appears, 
How dark would thy creation seem! 
kteveal’d in splendours was thy name,. 
When morn her banners first unfurl’d; 
Yet lovelier is the Light that came, 
Shedding Kedemption o’er a world. 


To this high impulse man has bow’d, 
And frigid hearts have learn’d to love; 
The fierce are humbled; on the proud 
Sits meekness like a peaceful dove; 
Now are the mighty of the earth 
Workers with God—now hoary age 
Pants to partake the second birth, 
Now children are his heritage. 


Earth has a theme allied to heaven, 

And joys like those that linger there, 
When to these lisping ones is given 

The artless eloquence of prayer; 

They waken too, a trembling string, 
—While holy rapture warms and thrills, 
With hymns as sweet as seraphs sing 
Upon those everlasting hills. 


Our hearts rejoice—our bosoms glow 
This hour what cheering visions rise! 
These children nurtured thus below 
Shall swell the assemblies of the skies! 
Glorious will be his diadem, 

And songs and exstacies unknown, 

Who forms for God one beauteous gem 
To sparkle on the eternal throne! 


The Report of the Treasurer was 
read by Silas E. Weir, Esq. Vice 
President of the Society. 

The annual report of the Board 
of Managers was then read by the 
Rev. Grorce Howe, of the Theo- 
logical Seminary, Andover, by whom 
it was written. 

On motion of the Rev. WiLt1am 
Haw ey, of the Episcopal Church, 
of Washington city, seconded by 
Mr. Jostan Bissext, jr. of Roches- 
ter, N.Y. 

Resolved, That the report just 
read be accepted and adopted, and 
published under the direction of the 
Board of Managers. 

On motion of the Rev. W. T. 
Brantiy, of the Baptist Church, 
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(late of Georgia) of Philadelphia, 
seconded by Wititram H. Max- 
WELL, Esq. of Nortolk Virginia. 

Resolved, That the retrospect of 
the past year affords the most ani- 
mating encouragement to the friends 
of the American Sunday School 
Union; and that the blessing it has 
conferred on our country demands 
return in the cerdial support and 
liberal patronage of every christian 
and patriot. 

On motion of J. K. Mrrene.y, M. 
D. of Philadelphia, seconded by 
SAMUEL Wu1son, M. D. of Phila- 
delphia, 

Resolved, That the location of 
this National Institution in Philadel- 
phia has been a signal blessing to 
her population, as 1s evidenced by 
the great increase of sabbath 
scholars; and that it is both the duty 
and privilege of our citizens to fur- 
nish the managers with ample means 
to prosecute the important objects 
of the society. 

On motion of the Rev. S. Mer- 
win, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of Philadelphia, seconded 
by the Corresponding Secretary, 

Resolved, That the facts stated in 
the report, furnish unequivocal evi- 
dence of the increasing prosperity of 
Sabbath Schools, and call for the ex- 
pression of devout gratitude to God 
for the special favour with which he 
has crowned the labours of his ser- 
vants in this interesting sphere of 
christian benevolence. 

On motion of the Rev. B. B. 
Wisner, of the Congregational 
Church, of Boston, Massachusetts, 
seconded by the Rev. Z. S. Bar- 
stow, of the Presbyterian Church, 
New Hampshire, 

Resolved, hat this meeting view 
with the liveliest interest the mission- 
ary enterprise as connected with 
this society, in promoting the forma- 
tion of new schools, and auxiliaries 
to the American Sunday School 
Union, and that it be recommended 
to the managers to prosecute this 





AMERI@AN TRACT SOCIETY. 








JUNE 


department of their labours to the 
greatest possible extent. | 

On motion of the Rev. Jonw 
Cuester, D.D. of the Presbyterian 
Church, Albany, N. Y. seconded by 
the Rev. Justin Epwarps, of the 
Congregational church, Andover, 
Massachusetts, 

Resolved, That the rapidly in- 
creasing population of our country 
calls upon the friends of Sabbath 
Schools, and upon ministers of the 
gospel especially, to employ their 
greatest efforts in promoting the 
number and efficiency of these be- 
nevolent institutions in every part of 
our land. 

On moving and seconding the re- 
solutions, addresses were made by 
the Rev. W. Hawley, Mr. J Bissell, 
jr. Rev. Mr. Brantly, WH. Max- 
well, Esq. J. K. Mitchell, M. D. the 
Rev. Mr. Merwin, the Rev. B. B. 
Wisner, and the Rev. Dr Chester. 

The Rev. Dr. Thomas McAuly 
then closed the exercises by the 
Apostolic Benediction. 

Philadelphia Recorder.. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 
Abridged for the New York Observer, 
In the introduction to the report, it is 


stated, that the prospects of this Society 
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have surpassed the most sanguine antici- 
pations of its friends, and that, notwith- 
standing the committee are of various 
religious denominations, harmony and 
Christian affection have marked all their 
deliberations. ‘The deaths of the Rev. 


Mr. Summerfield, one of the Executive 
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officers of the Society, of the Rev. John 
Williams, a member of the Board of Di- 
rectors, and of the Rev Drs. Furman & 
Baldwin, Vice Presidents, are suitably 
noticed; after which the following de- 
tails are given. 

Number of Tracts Printed. 

The publishing committee have alrea- 
dy approved one hundred and eighty-five 
Tracts, making nearly six volumes of 490 
pages each. Five hundred copies of the 
first volume have been neatly bound.— 
The Tracts of five volumes, comprising 
155 numbers and 2000 pages, are stere- 
atyped; and Tracts for the sixth volume 
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are in progress at the foundry. Each of 
these volumes will have a table of con- 
tents prefixed to it, and to the sixth, an 
alphabetical Index to the whele set will 
be appended. The price of the six vo- 
lumes bound, will be 3 dollars only. 

On the first day of the present month, 
[May , the whole number of Tracts print- 
ed by the Society was 697,90, compris- 
ing, exclusive of the covers, 8,053,500 
pages. Ihe committee have also sanc- 
tioned, and are now able to present to 
the public an edition of 16 ‘l'racts in the 
Spanish language, and 14 in the French. 

Christian Almanack. 

The committee have also commenced 
the preparation of the Christian Alma- 
nack for 1827. ‘This work was commenc- 
ed by the American Tract Society at 
Boston, in 1821, and not far from 250,000 
copies have been circulated. The com- 
mittee have already made arrangements 
for publishing this work in this city, Bos- 
ton, Rochester, N. Y. and Augusta, Geo. 
and they hope it will be published at se- 
veral other important stations. 

Distribution of Tracts. 

Of the 8,053,500 pages of T'racts pub- 
lished by the society, about 3,611,500, 
comprising 337,277 Tracts, have been 
put into circulation. Of these, the prin- 
cipal part have been sold at reduced pri- 
ces to the Branches and Auxiliaries of 
this Society, to other benevolent institu- 
tions, and to individuals; the remainder 
have been delivered to subscribers, dis- 
tributed gratuitously, and circulated in 
various places as specimens, to awaken 
an interest in the objects of the society. 
Of the gratuitous distributions there have 
been sent, 

Pages. 

To Missionaries in the Sandwich 
Islands, 

To the New York Baptist Conven- 
tion for distribution by Mission- 
aries in new settlements, 

To Missionaries among the Chero- 
kees, 


20,000 


10,000 


10,000 

Do. at Dwight in the Ar- 
kansas territory, 

A Missionary School in the Chick- 
asaw nation, , 

Missionaries in Missouri, 

Gen. C. Whittlesey, for distribu- 
tion at New Orleans, 

Rev. Patrick French, Wesleyan 
Missionary, fur distribution in 
Nevis, or other W. Ind. Islands, 10,000 

Bethel Union of New York City, 2,000 

Por a ship bound to river Amazon, 
Qpanish Tracts, 


10,000 


2,000 
11,600 


20,000 


3,000 
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Rev. Cave Jones, Chaplain in U. 
States’ Navy Yard, brooklyn, 10,000 
Indian Acady. in Choctaw Nation, 10,000 
Rev. Mr. M’Laughlin, Chaplain of 
U. States’ Frigate Macedonian, 
bound to Brazil, Spanish 5UU0, 
French 3000, English 7000, 15,000 
It will be perceived that the above 
grants are chiefly to the destitute in new 
settlements and in foreign parts. ‘The 
committee hope soon to be able greatly 
to extend this branch of their operations. 


Branches aud Auziliaries. 

The WVew-York Tract Society, formed 
at Albany, in February 1824, very soon 
after the formation of the American 
Tract Society, resolved to become a 
branch, as the most effectual means of 
furthering the cause of Tracts. his So- 
ciety has already remitted 285 dollars, 
and issued during the last year 418,875 
Tracts, besides having received 46,600 
from this Society. ‘the issues of this 
State Branch, during the last year, have 
equalled three-fourths of the whole a- 
mount issued by all the Tract Societies 
in the United States during the year, 


'ending May 1822; a fact which affords a 
| striking illustration of the rapidity with 


which the cause is advancing in our coun- 
try. 

A State Branch has been formed in 
South Carolina. 

Among the Auxiliaries of the Society, 
the Female Tract Society of the City of 
New York is particularly noticed. This 
Society has already active Female Auxi- 
liary Associations in the Brick Church, 
and the Churches in Murray street, Wall 
street, Market street, Franklin street, 
and the Central Presbyterian Church in 
Broome street; and has within a few 
months remitted to the Treasurer of the 
parent institution $330 35. If tethis be 
added, that a Female Auxiliary Society 
exists in the Rutgers street Church, 
numbering 379 members, and which has 
already contributed $168; that another 
active independent Female Auxiliary ex- 
ists in the north western district of the 
city, which has within a short time re- 
mitted 71 dollars and 48 cents, it will 
appear that the Ladies of this city have, 
within a limited part of the past year, 
contributed to the Society’s funds 569 
dollars, 83 cents, besides 250 dollars giv- 
en to constitute Clergymen Directors for 
life, making in all 819 dollars. 

There has also been formed in this ci- 
ty, during the year, a Youne Men’s Aux- 
iliary Tract Society, which has contribut’ 
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ed 100 dollars to the funds of the Socie- 
ty, and has been actively engaged in the 
distribution of tracts. 

The Auxiliary Society of Troy has re- 
mitted 260 dollars; the Auxiliary Society 
ef Utica, 171 dollars; and the Auxiliary 
Society of Augusta, Georgia, 70 dollars. 
The whole number of Branches and Aux- 
iliaries, which have contributed to the 
funds, is 75. 

A considerable amount of money has 
been necessary to carry on the opera- 
tions of the Seciety the past year, but 
the Committee say, “a kind Providence 
has inclined his people to contribute of 
their substance, so that the Society has 
not been compelled to cease or greatly 
to retard its operations for want of pe- 
cuniary aid. The treasury has, indeed, 
often been so nearly empty, that it seem- 
ed that before another week, means 
would be wanting to proceed further; 
but every week and every day has 
brought its needed supply. The expe- 
rience of this first year of the efforts of 
the Society, has taught your committee 
the desirableness of trusting in the Lord 
for aid, and going vigorously on with the 
work he has set before them. On such 
a principle, they desire that this Society 
minay ever be conducted; looking not at 
your treasury, and graduating your ef- 
forts accordingly; but looking to the 
wide fields already white for the harvest, 
and to the promises of Jehovah; and 
pressing onward, knowing that the cause 
is God’s, and that he will never suffer it 
to fail. The Committee would ask for 
no funds to lie dormant in your treasury; 
they desire no bank but the hearts of the 
people of God, to be opened under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, as the Soci- 
ety’s necessities shall require ” 

The receipts during the past year for 
the publishing of ‘Tracts, amount to 10,- 
158 dollars, 78 cents. Of this sum, 3,- 
233 dollars, 22 cents, have been receiv- 
ed from Branches, Auxiliaries, other Be- 
nevolent Institutions and_ individuals, 
for Tracts sold; 2,451 dollars have been 
received from 36 Life Directors, one of 
whom, a gentleman of Boston, contribu- 
ted 500 dollars, and another, a gentle- 
man of New York, contributed 450 dol- 
lars, to constitute himself and seven 
others, Directors for Life; 2,307 dollars, 
25 cents have been contributed by 115 
Life Members; and 2,187 dollars, 31 
cents, by annual subscribers, donations 
from Auxiliaries, and from other sources. 
The whole sum expended by the Socie- 
ty, is 10,129 dollars, 86 cents, leaving a 








balance of 28 dollars, 92 cents, now in 
the Treasury. 
The Soctety’s House. 

A particular description of the So. 
ciety’s House is then given, but as an 
article giving minute information on this 
subject, has recently appeared in our 
paper, we omit all this part of the report, 
except the following paragraph, which 
may serve to correct some erroneous im- 
pressions. 

“Except the liberal donation of the 
President of the Society, all the donors 
to the Society’s house reside in the city 
of New-York, and all the funds appro- 
priated to that object, have been contri- 
buted for that explicit purpose Not 
only are none of the funds contributed 
for the general objects of the Society, 
appropriated to the erection of the house, 
but the Society is presented with the 
use of it, forever, rent free. The sum 
remaining due for the house, will, with 
the blessing of God, in a few years be 
liquidated by the rent of parts of the 
building unoccupied by the Society, after 
which those rents will be annually ap- 
propriated to aid the Society in its gene- 
ral objects.” 

Want of Tracts at home and in South 
America 

The Committee have received many 
letters from Louisiana, Georgia, Indiana, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and other parts 
of the country, urging the importance of 
multiplying Tracts as the most easy and 
most effectual method of checking the 
progress of vice and irreligion in these 
regions. ‘‘Nor,”’ say the committee, does 
the call upon the Society for vigorous 
and extended efforts come only from the 
12,000,000 of these United States, or the 
4,000,000 of children thirsting for know- 
ledge. the most of whom can read, and 
will read what is either good or bad. 
Already your Committee have been en- 
treated from Mexico, from Guayaquil, 
and from Buenos Ayres, to occupy a field 
where the commissioned minister of 
Christ finds no admittance; and where 
the seeds of truth, in the pages of reli- 
gious Tracts, may be sown with the 
prospect ofan abundant harvest. These 
and other countries of South America, 
awaking from the death-like spiritual 
sleep of ages, are looking to these Uni- 
ted States as a happy country, possessing 
those civil and religious privileges, which 
they desire for themselves as their rich- 
est blessings. They will receive the 
word of life from our hands, when they 
would refuse it from all others. Divine 


= es 


.-— -S 8 


1828. 


Providence removing obstacles which 
have long been insurmountable, points 
us to South America, saying “Occupy 
till I come.” If we remain indifferent to 
their eternal welfare, who shall watch for 
their souls? If this country will not send 
them the Gospel, what country will? 
what country can? If the AMERICAN 
Tract Soctety will not labour for their 
good, what society shall? The cry has 
come even from the eastern world pres- 
sing your Committee not to neglect the 
rising Republics of the South. 

“Having twice been present,” says an 
American gentleman in England, “at a 
meeting of, the committee of the Reli- 
gious Tract Society of London, my heart 
was gladdened to see them publishing 
Tracts, not only in English, but in Span- 
ish, French, Portuguese, German, Dutch, 
and Swedish, and aiding other Societies 
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in India and elsewhere to publish in still 
other languages. I was disposed to ask, 
How is it with American Christians? 
Do they look to theySouth, as well as the | 
West; and feel for the millions just open- | 
ing their eyes to religious light, as well | 
as political liberty? 


present time is tremendously important. 
Millions of human beings through thou- 
sands of years, are to be influenced by 
the conduct and efforts of American 
Christians now living. In Mexico there 
are 7,000,000 of inhabitants, and in the 
Southern Republics, 10 or 12,000,000. 
Their territories can easily support 300,- 
000,000. Have our churches awaked to | 
the destiny which awaits the American | 
continent? Let them do their utmost, | 
and there will still be a lamentable defi- | 
ciency over which to weep.” ‘To supply | 
these immortal beings each with a single | 





Tract, that costs but one cent, will re-' 


The position of |: 
Christians in the United States at this || 
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joyments which wealth and the refine- 
ments of fashionable life can afford, now 
consecrates her regular and stated hours 
of every week in visiting the families of 
her chosen district, loaning to each a 
Tract, conversing on its contents and the 
joys of Christ’s salvation; and she de- 
clares that the gratitude with which she 
is oftened welcomed, and the good which 
she is thus permitted to be the humble 
instrument of accomplishing, and the 
sweet communications of Divine mercy 
which she has received in her own heart 
while on these errands of love, outweigh 
all the pleasures which the gaiety of 
fashionable life was able to impart. 
Some whom she has visited, who before 
neglected the Bible have been directed 
to its pages, some who before neglect- 
ed the house of God, have turned 
their steps thither, some impenitent 
have been alarmed, and some Christians 
animated and quickened. 

A merchant of the city of New York, 
who is one of the officers of the Society, 
and who aseribes his conversion to the 
blessing of God, on the perusal of the 
Tract called ‘The Dairyman’s Daughter,’ 
while on a homeward voyage from Hol- 
land in the vear 1817, has purchased at 
the Society’s Depository, and distributed 
during the past year more than 50,000 
pages of Tracts. 

One gentleman in New Jersey, in 
ordering a second supply of this Soci- 
ety’s Tracts, informs that those previous- 
ly received had been read with great in- 
terest, and had been blessed to the evi- 
dent conversion of three or four indi- 
viduals. 

A lady of this city, while engaged in 
the distribution of Tracts, met with an 
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| avowed Universalist; and after endeavour- 


ing for some time to convince him of his 


quire at least seventeen millions of Tracts, || error, apparently without any success, 
and an expense of one hundred and seven- ‘| she sent him the Tract entitled “Search 


ty thousand dollars. | 
The Committee have also had urgent | 


the Scriptures.” 


It proved the means 
of his abandonment of that fatal and de- 


applications for Tracts from the West || lusive doctrine, and of his conversion to 


Indies, and from the Sandwich Islands; | 
and their aid is urgently demanded for | 
supplying with these publications all the | 
stations under the charge of our Ameri- 
can Foreign Missionary Societies. 
Anecdotes illustrating the utility of Tracts. | 
Towards the conclusion of the report, | 
a number of striking anecdotes are rela- | 


(| God. He has commenced family wor- 


ship, and is about to unite with an evan- 
gelical church of Christ. 

“TJ had a conversation not long since,”’ 
says a very intelligent and respected 
correspondent, “with a person who dis- 
| believed the Bible, and, in consistency 
| with his infidelity, paid no regard to the 





ted, illustrating the utility of Tracts. || Sabbath, and despised the means of 


We select the following: 

One lady in the city of New York, 
who, in the days of her neglect of the 
one thing needful, shared in all the en- 


Gospel grace. After a long talk, 1 put 
into his hat, unseen by him, the Tract 
entitled, ‘The Death Bed of a Free 
| Thinker, or the last hours of Hon. Fran- 














imi cis Newport.’ He did not discover it 
a till the next morning, when, as he arose 
from his bed, he cast his eye into the 
hat, and read the title of the Tract. It 
pierced his heart. At first he was de- 
termined not to read; but feeling un- 
easy, and anxious to know what it con- 
tained, he read it—his conviction deep- 
ened—and it proved the instrument of | 
his conversion to God.” 

“fhe Vract entitled, ‘Without Holi- 
ness no man shall see the Lord,’ ’’ says the | 
secretary of one of the most flourishing | 
auxiliaries of the Society, ‘twas the evi- | 
dent instrument of the conversion of an | 
individual, who is perhaps as bright a | 
trophy of grace as this sinful world pre- | 
sents, and is exerting a most salutary | 
and very extensive influence, especially | 
by the successful efforts of his mind and | 
heart, for the rising generation. He has | 
comiminicated the account to me in the ' 
following language: ‘Uhis Tract,’ says | 
he, ‘was read to me by a friend, who 
felt concerned for my genera! interest; 
and if! am not mistaken, with regard to_ 
my hope in Jesus, it was the means of 
showing me my awful danger, and | 
pointing me to the saviour for mercy 
and eternal life? Not long after this, | 
the same Tract was read at a prayer. 
meeting, and about twelve or fifteen | 
were deeply affected, and had no peace | 
till they found it in Jesus. From that 
hour the Spirit of God continued his | 
grecious influences, and more than one 
Aundred were made the hopeful subjects | 
of his sanctifying grace!” 

The committee conclude their report | 
with the following remarks: “Thus have 
the committee related some facts com- 
municated to them on the best authori- 
ty, during a few months, in which the | 
foundations of the Society have been | 
laid. The intelligence of twenty-eight | 
individuals who give good evidence of ' 
piety, and attribute their conversion un- | 
der God to the immediate instrumentali- 
ty of Religious Tracts; and including the | 
fruits of a revival of religion, occasioned 
by one of them, one hundred and fifteen, | 
who will bless God for ever, for the | 
agency of Christians in this work of mer- 
cy. One of these individuals never saw 
the Bible; one was an Indian of the 
West; and one has manifested his grati- 
tude by circulating within half a year, 
more than 50,000 pages of Tracts, for 
the spiritual benefit of others. Doubt- 
Jess the omnicient mind has seen multi- 
tudes of instances in which these publi- | 
cations have exerted their silent and sa- | 
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lutary effects; which the day of Jude. 
ment, and the ages of etermity may alone 
reveal: but these are a few facts which 
Divine Providence has brought to our 
view, for our encouragement in these 
incipient efforts. God has given us 
these, to inspire our hopes, te animate 
our prayers, and to incite us to perse. 
vere in the work he has comniitted to 
our trust. He has communicated these, 
as an earnest of blessings that shall fol- 
low; as the first fruit of an abundant har. 
vest hereafter to reward our labours, if 
we persevere in their faithful and devout 
performance. 

What friend of Jesus will not choose 
to be a sharer in the toil, and in the glo- 
rious rewards? Who will not count it 
his privilege to devote a portion of his 
earthly substance to such acause? Who 
will consent that other hearts shall glow, 
and other hands be active in this work, 
while his own heart is chilled, and his 
own hands folded in indifference? 

Your committee do not doubt that this 
work will go on. If we are not faithful, 
God will raise up others. In the interposi- 
tions of his Providence, and in his smiles 
on the msing hopes of this Soeiety, we 
have a delightful assurance that he has 
taken it into his own hands, and will ren- 
der it the powerful instrument of pro- 
moting his glory. Let us then come up 
to the help of the Lord. Let him hear 
our voice in fervent supplication. Let 
him witness the pantings of our hearts; 
and our cordial exertions. ‘There is no 
time to lose. Death, inexorable death, 
will soon sweep us away from the op- 
portunity to act for Christ; and while we 
linger, millions are neglecting his salva- 
tion, and crowding the road to ruin and 
wo eternal. An instrument of most ex- 
tensive good is put into our hands, if we 
will use it. Every effort we make with 
a proper spirit will succeed beyond our 
expectations; God will be glorified; our 
Divine Redeemer honoured; the Holy 
Spirit shall make our endeavours the oc- 
casion on which to display his saving 
energies, and a multitude which no man 
can number, redeemed from death thro’ 
the instrumentality of this Society from 
year to year, and age to age, shall at 
length, stand together on Monnt Zion, 
and lift their song of everlasting praise 
and thanksgiving for the glad tidings of 
salvation which it brought them, while 
they ascribe all the glory to Him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever, 
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